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TO HEB, 

WHOSB CONFIDBNCB ANIMATBS THB WBAK, 

NBRVBS THB STRONO, ÄND CONriRMS THB DOUBTrUL ; 

TO HER, 

WH08B 8MILB SOOTHBS AFFLICTION, 

ELBVATES DBSPOMDENC Y, AND ANTICIPATBS HAPPINB88 ; 

AND TO HER, 
WHO, UNITING THB QUALITIBS OF HBR 8I8TBBA, 
IB11ADIATB8 THB BRBA8T, 
AND DJFFI78B8 THR0U6H THB WORLD 
THB 8UN8HINB OF BBLIOIOI78 PBRFBCTION; 

IS THIS VOLUME DEDICATSD i 

WRIGH BNDBAyOUR8 TO SBT FORTH THB BMDOWlfBMTS 

OF THB8B, 
THB CHBX81^1<r GRACBS, 

• • ' ' . . .i 

FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARIIY. 
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If ils the ftshion of the age in whieh we 
Uve to mktake the outward show of* 
8«iou6ness and gloomineas of deportment 
for the effect pf trae religion, and to de- 
termine on the merits and demerits of all 
"* who call themselves Christians'' by their 
professions and appearance, without suf. 
'fidi^nt regard to principles and doctrine. 
H^nce it is> that one part of tlie Evan- 
gtücal World äxcltides from the pale of 
geniiine religioiy aB who hi^ve a che^rfut* 
iiess of manner, and a livelfaieds of sipmi^ 
liecauK, they sxy^ these ai« aigns of a 
canrnal and unconverted mind. In like 
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manner they are ana^hßi^iatizad aa atraa* 
gers to the heri^ge jpf Gpdf who coiaSoTwk 
with those neqessaiy i^us^^es :0f lUie "iir^ 
aiid comply, with thos^ i^pcent iunusei 
riients and custcwivs^^p siPci^^ lirhidk ghre 
a zest to the luor^^rii^s^^ tbiOgs vfhkü 
belong to their neax;e." , CHfiera t^^re are^ ? 
not only Me^er^^liiitvMinJi^^ of the* 
Cfhurcb, whp, ,eith^jfr(?iÄ w of «f-^ 

nbtion of chaiity^. cQQcede» by {MfeceBseäl,» 
the good and ydiQlesfWi^tf . (WtftiHdk \af 
primitive .tiinea», in compliwse wHhitli^ • 
sickly tast^pf ihfi^^^^^ 
ohib bönd df brotiierlj^ ioV0 e¥0il 'Acm 
who Bhmie th^. verYt J^yrStOKiej »ti£. tfce 
«*Taith deliver^d to, ^ .- Saifly^g, j*- iviukl;'' 
those t9 whojpii.avch; q]p<^ffiiwot^ laMe * 
been made ar$ ^^ß4Sf ^^ /^^^ ^iodltai«^ : 
culatmg poUtiöaj^.i;9,,qoiLiiprt^MKb-,«lKi' 
nussiJns to th^ir. pwn.|)^a^te0«i, •fl«d'«(ie 
them as engines by whM^hr jth^ 9»iyiweBi^ 
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tiiAjriä^tlie^^Tötmdation upon which 
te iMaUishmait k bmlt 
<, It fodcomes; tiitsfeföre, an imperious 
daty^ urgenüy iztcüiübeiit üpön^ friends^^ 
a»d'p«ffretidal!S3r ti!pöil ih6 Ministen; of the 
Dtaidirii Cbuif dh/ to üte th^ir endeavours 
tp tf et»^ tfdi 'tid^ of Innovation and per- 
vfrfsiiy ^iWch at^ fihit' i^i^Ätinä^ its ^sy like , 
a^iäent sti^tfnitet, bnt is nbw si/^eeping 
il»mrri»t&bföladlyätndtäi^^^ and will, 
xifiam^liM^ly: dl^^d^d by those mounds 
säid teofica» 'wM^ih It rfeqxlii-es only in- 
c&ladUiy afid^iüdlil^ tb fäise, 'burst out 
iiito\d^!iMtd 'akd^'ungoveniable t^ of 

raki'and^ iiluiäleitioiL 

)it id'an^idärmii^ tittth thät every year 
wkfa^stteä'ftäme attieiitpt to undermine the 
EsrtaMidkiii«fi^M^c6; höwever built upon 
the Hbok 'MAgesi «uist diimble away 
udbBsit^kdy^ %Kid 'ftrbpeiiy defended : for 
ud[d6£l'«#e'^ake'£r^^'olir'Iethargy aiid 
reiiBtftrii^/ t€f<n]pärttely; ätid charitably 
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cqufse. of thiqp,: ixk tl^e^ 8idw^9»^^ 

laiB subject and matters which may induce 
0ther and abl^r minds to put forth their 
atrength to maintain, defend, and cheiish 
« the form of sound words ;" and that 
at length, wfaen open violence is threa1> 
enii^ without, and cowardice and weak* 
ness spreading within, all who value the 
Establishment, in the spirit of Christian 
charity, will not only hold fast their faith« 
but evidence to others its efiect upon 
th^ hearts and conversation ; and that 
wlnle the serious and sound-mind^ find 
in this volume matter for useiid consi- 
deration, the less devout may derive that 
amusement which may lead to something 
higher and more substantial ; and while the 
wavering.and unsteady may be induced 
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in a distant expectation, üF'^* ohe fi>td^ 
unaePtää^S^V^Äi^J^d\ir(^ ^ 
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TOWN RECTOR. 



Dr. Freeman was Rectorof one ofthose over- 
grown parishes, which, in some of the large 
mercantile and manu&cturing towns of this 
kingdom, are more productive of population 
than income. His consisted of a very large 
flock, whose sentiments on the subject of reli- 
gion and politics were mixed and widely 
divided. The political body admitted of three 
distinctions : Üiose who were Ministerial, those 
who were adverse to the Administration, and 
those who were friendly to no Government; 
which latter description doubled the other two. 
The religious body, which consisted of about 
half the number of the whole population, was 
divided and subdivided into as many and as 
distinct parts as the sermons of maiiy eminent,- 
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2 THE TOWN RECTOR. 

ancient divines : those who were of Dr. Free- 
man's opinions, were to others of a contrary 
persuasion in proportion of about one to twelve. 
The Doctor, however, who was held in high 
esteem, both as a scholar and a man of sound 
judgment, had entered upon his charge with a 
determination to keep clear of all political 
parties, — to support the orthodox principles of 
his faith and calling, — and to cultivate by afia- 
bility of manners and liberality of sentiments, a 
friendly intercourse with the respectable part of 
his parishioners, and, if possible, to gain the 
regard of them all. 

He was warmly and zealously attached to the 
principles of the Established Chureh. At the 
same time, he never contended that her doc- 
trines were necfessarily and exclusively to be 
receiyed äs the only means of salyation. He 
did not arrogate ; " because," he said, " the 
Chureh herseif did not lay claim to such infal- 
libility." It was his maxim and practice to 
exhort every man to embrace those religious 
principles which, whether promulged by the 
Chilrch or by any sect of Christians, his 
unbiassed reason and conscience jointly ap- 
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THE TOWN RECTOR. 3 

proved. It was his eamest desire that every 
man should firmly adhere to that communion 
which his iinbiassed judgment considered the 
most rational, the most holy, and the most 
consonant with the revealed will of God. And 
as he freely allowed this liberty to others, he 
claimed the same for himself. He would say, 
^^ It is not because I have been educated in 
the doctrines of our Church, but because, after 
a deep and anxious investigation of religious 
truth, I have the most awful conviction on my 
mind that they are both rational and scriptural, 
that I embrace and cleave to them." 

His animadversions were, therefore, rarely 
pointed at persons pr sects: those, however, 
of his own Church who he conceived had 
wrested the articles of her &ith from their 
legitimate interpretation, and added to the 
perversion of them a conduct of austerity as &r 
removed firom the genuine spirit of Christianity 
äs it was from the Constitution of humtm nature, 
h^ to encounter in him a firm, a rational, and 
an able Opponent. He held in equal abhor- 
rence the puritanical hypocrisy of mdettered 
inspiration, and the unblushing arrogance of 
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4f THE TOWN RECTOR. 

exclusive evangelism. He reprobated that 
pharisaical reputation at which they aimed who 
assumed an air of austere gravity, whilst the 
countenances of others beamed with that delight 
which mental composure, the result of Christian 
charity and &ith, shed upon them. ^^ God/' 
he would say, " has thrown over the works of 
his Creation a thousand unnecessary and Super- 
lative joys, to show man that he has given to 
him something more than a bare existence; 
and whilst all the fiowers which loaded the 
gales of Paradise with fragrance invite him to 
enjoyment, the tree of sin alone he may not 
taste. If the manifestations of the displeasure 
of God held out in Scripture be so awful as 
to inspire dread, the declarations of mercy and 
forgiveness are sufficient to produce love/* 

The Doctor himself, though a man of piety, 
and at all times impressed with a deep sense of 
the awful responsibihty of his charge, uniformly 
declared that it was only by the preservation of 
his natural cheerfiilness, that he could support 
and go through the various duües of his im- 
portant profession. While he enjoyed the 
recreation and delight of intelligent society, and 
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mixed in harmless pleasures, he never lost sight 
of the ^^ one thing needfiil." Relaxation of 
mind he feit to be necessary; for he had read 
in ^sop, and had leamt from experience, that 
the bow continually stmng lost its power. It 
was indeed from the source of genuine and vital 
religion that he derived that pleasurable frame 
of mind which enabled him either to contribute 
to hilarity, or partake of the amusements which 
constituted the essence of elegant and social 
life. Whenever, but it was seldom, he found 
himself inclined tb yield to despondency or im- 
usual gravity, he uniformly traced it from some 
coiiviction of adereliction of duty, or from some 
restlessness arising from temporary doubts, that 
arrayed themselves in Opposition to his religions 
feelings ; but whenever those clouds of despair 
were removed by a retum to that practical 
virtue which had been suspended, or by dis-^ 
pelling the obscure mists which concealed the 
light of religion from his view,, happiness again 
took possession of his mind, and manifested 
itself in those sallies of cheerfidness and delight, 
which, by his demeanor and conversation, were 
communicated to all axound him. 
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6 THE TOWN RECTOR. 

He was a man who had been tried by af- 
flictioli ; but bis bappy temper, and still möre 
happy principles, had elevated bim above all 
distrust: like a sound» well-du*ected9 and sea-^ 
worthy yessel^ he majestically rode upon the 
troubled ocean» despite the perilous storm and 
dangers of the deep ; far he had experienced 
and feit the power of religion. He had been a 
most aflfectionate husband and the fondest 
father; but he was now, alas! neither. His 
sorrows had obtained for him the sympathy of 
the good and vhrtuous ; and whilst his calm and 
dignified resignation had inspired reverence for 
his character^ his urbanity and benevolence had 
purchased for him universal admiration and 
esteem. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL PAINTER. 



Dr. Freemak was in habits of intimacy witb 
Mr. Lorr^e, an artistof considerable emin^ice ; 
who, in middle life, had become possessed of 
@r^t property in the West Indies, bequeathed 
to him by his only brother, who had acquired it 
by patient industry, a clear calculating head, and 
the exercise of a self-denial, which had prevented 
him from enjoying any unnecessary superfluity. 
He possessed the same habit of indostry with 
his brother ; and uniformly devoted the greatest 
part of his time to his late profession of a painter^ 
seldom leaving his room during the day, and as 
seldom faOing to pass his'^venings either in 
reading ör astronomical Observation, and not 
unfrequently in writing upon scientific subjects. 
He was a man of great natural genius ; but as 
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8 THE PHILOSOPHICAL PAINTER. 

in bis earlier days it had not been cultivated, it 
was now bis anxious desire, by a late but an 
eamest diligence, to make up for those advan- 
tages, the loss of wbich he never ceased to 
deplore. Like a zealous traveller in search of 
some precious relique, the restoration of which 
promises to bring with it a great reputation, he 
was continually racking bis mind to discover the 
hidden treasure ; and in consequence of this in- 
de&tigable research and exercise öf mihd, he 
gave the public testimonies of considerable talent 
and unquestionable appUcation. So impressed 
was he with the superioiity of mental endow- 
ments, and so greatly did he lämeni the'waht of 
an early cultivation of them in bis öwn case, tbat 
he spared no expense to procure thoise advan- 
tages for bis two children. His son, after the 
usüal röutine of a well-regulated academical edu- 
cation, was sent in his seventeenth year to the 
university ; and was prosecutiiig with every pros- 
pect of high honours and success, studies, not 
only congenial in every respect with the best 
feelings of his soul and the bent of his genius, 
but calculated to call forth the energies of his 
talents. - These he pursued with unwearied as- 
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isidiiity, and an avidity heightened by bis eamest 
desire to realize the high expectation which his 
doating &ther had formed of his son's rising 
fame. His daughter, his eldest child, now about 
twenty-two, was not more distinguished by her 
elegant manners and person, than by a highly 
cultivated understanding, and a temper naturally 
sweet and gentle. As her mother had long been 
nmnbered with the dead, she was the constant 
companion of her father, and the pride and de- 
lightof his heart; whose tender ofiection was 
retumed by every act of the most assiduous at- 
tention, paid with a cheerfulness of disposition 
that would have rivetted the fond attachment of 
one less closely allied to her. 

Mr. Lorraine was sitting at the tea-table with 
his daüghter, to whom he was reading and en- 
deavouring to explain a new work upon his 
favourite amusement of astronomy, when the 
servant aiinouilced Dr. Freeman as a visitor.-^ — 
** My dear Doctor/' said he, advancing to meet 
him, " I am very happy tö see you; and the 
more so, as I have fallen upon a subject some- 
what beyond my depth ; and I think I may add, 
Maria will not be less pleased at this agreeable 



10 THE PHILOSOPHICAL PAINTER. 

intemiption, as I have been occupying her atten- 
tion for some time with perplexed doubts and 
calculations, which she has listened to with her 
usual patieoce, more, I fear, for my gratification 
than her own." 

** My dear neighbour," replied the Doctor, 
<^ you are always happy in your way of making 
out that I come to you at such seasonable mo- 
ments as these, though I often suspect yoii 
are a suiferer from your politeness : but as I 
thought you might not be particularly engag^, 
I am come to drink tea with you, and enjoy your 
Society this evening.'* 

^* Indeed,** said Maria, ^' we are always de* 
lighted to see you in this friendly way, for there is 
no one who takes more pleasure in your Company 
and conversation than my father, unless it be my- 
seif; for it is perfectly true, that I never enjoy the 
pleasure of meeting you without deriving some 
advantage and usefid information from your 
conversation." 

'^ Aftär my death, I wish no other herald, 
" No other Speaker of my living actions, 
" To keep mine honour from corruption, 
** But such sLpleasing chronicler as Griffith!" 



THE PHII.OS0PHICAL PAINTER. II 

Said the Doctor. *^ Come, Miss Lorrajiie ; I 
must not be made vain by your fiattering. and 
partial opinion : but teil me, sir» (tuming to her 
&ther,) wbat was the subject of your Joint 
meditations when I interrupted them?" 

" Why, Doctor," saidMn Lorraine, "I have, as 
you se^ been taking out my telescope to enjoy a 
peep at the moon, which presents so brilliant 
and beautiful an appearance thb eveniiig ; and in 
doing this, we have been led to consider her 
Utility, not merely by reflecting the light of the 
sun to illummate the night, but by her influence 
on the sea, causing the ebb and flow of the tides. 
Now, to understand this attractiön, it is necessary 
to consider some few propositions; which, as they 
are laid down in this book with great brevity, 
and on the supposition that a previous know^ 
ledge had beai gained, which in my case has 
never yet been attained, I must have recourse 
to you, and request you to favour me with one 
of your academical lectures to explain the pher 
nomenon. I was the more anxious clearly to 
onnprehend this subject, that I might show 
Maria the two great purposes which this lumi- 
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nary answers as an attendant upon our earth ; 
and having established this, I would have gone 
another step further, and deduced the conse- 
quence that the myriads of stars which spangle 
the heavens, if not intended exclusively for the 
benefit of this globe, are so many of the super- 
fluous excrescences of creation which the Deity 
has formed for his own pleasure, or for the 
manifestadonofhis power." > : 

" I am quite sure," said the Doctor, ^ that no 
onecanenterintothecontemplation of thesethings 
without being persuaded that God is the maker of 
them all ; but to limit the purposes of creation to 
the supposition that they are for the mere use of 
man, is too contracted a notion to be entertamed 
by any one who thinks seriously and deeply 
upon the subject You cannot doubt that the 
planets are inhabited by intelligent beings, who, 
if not formed as we are, arehevertheless equally 
with US objects of care of the same Providence: 
nor can you deny that every fixed star is the 
sun to a System like our own, Can you, then, 
whilst surveying an universe extending on all 
sides from and to places that have neither be- 



THE PHILOSOPHICAL PAINTER. 13 

gihning nor ending, studded with worlds and 
Systems iimumerable, suppose that our globe^ 
so trifling, so nearly, I had almost said so much 
less tbati nothing, in the endless ocean of in&iity, 
is alone inhabited? What says the holy 
Fsahnist, who even on this subject gives us 
usefol and profound information? — < When I 
consider thy heavens the work of thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars which thou hast or- 
dained ; what is man that thou art mindful of 
him, or the son of man, (insignificant as his vices 
make him in the sight of a Supreme Being,) that 
thou visitest him !' What is man ? Why, 
certainly man is of more worth than all the stars, 
and all the heavens, if theyare without intelligent 
beings, One rational, living, and immortal 
soul, is of infinitely greater value than millions 
of worlds of inanimate, senseless, and dead 
matter ; or than all the matter of the universe. 
And the supposition, that the universe teeming 
with wonders is only meant to testify the om- 
nipotence of the Creator, is a notion altogether 
vain and groundless. Do we not constantly 
discover myriads of stars, those suns to other 
Systems, at such infinite distances from us, as to 
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make it impossible that they should ailbrd light 
to US when they are not so much as discemible 
to OUT Organs of sight, but by means of instru- 
ments which are constructed with diflBculty? 
And de we not find, as tkese are made more 
perfect, that these wondrous objects ihultiply^ 
leaving us ground to believe, and to know, that 
infinite space is filled with these glorioüs works 
• — works, not made for the gratification of the 
Creator, nor for the mere service of man, but 
constituted by ahnighty wisdom for great but 
inscrutable purposes ? Your notions, therefore, 
may be proved erroneous by the common prin- 
ciples of philosophy in the one case, and by the 
Bible in the other.'* 

" Now this," Said Maria, " precisely confirms. 
my former remark, that I am always deriving 
Information fi-om your conversation, Dr. Free- 
man ; and I ihust say you possess the happy 
talent of first convincing the reason or removing 
the prejudice, and then of bringing home the 
argument by some such scriptural illustration 
as puts the matter, in my opinion, entirely at 
rest. I sincerely wish you could prevail upon 
my father to blend religious knowledge with his 
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philosophy« Tliät one, who constantly practises 
so many virtues as he does from principles of 
an iiinate benevolence, should be without a 
knowl^dge of Christianity, is, to me, an end- 
less source of discomfiture." 
- " My dear child,'* said Mr. Lorraine, " 1 
am aware that in my education much has been 
pmitted; and I mustalso admit that the study 
of religion has, at no period of my life, formed 
a part of it, — I mean that system of reli^on 
which the Bible maintains. My reading on 
this subject has been much more extensive ; fbr 
I have consulted the Book of Nature. Tlirough- 
out the whole of it I perceive the hand of a 
divine Author: there I read his omnipotence, 
his omniscience, and his other great and glorious 
attributes — there I see his mercy and his love 
abundandy displayed ; and I am led to deduce 
reasons for believing that he has placed us here 
to be creatures of happiness ; that he has given 
US a portion of his own etherial spirit, that shall 
oudive our mouldering frames in joy, provided 
we answer the purposes bf our creation by 
living here virtuously, by providing for those 
who are bound to us by the ties of aifectiony 
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by relieving distress and soothing sorrow, and 
by transmitting an honourable name to our 
posterity." f *:• 

" Yesj my dear father," repUed Markt; ^^ bat 
all this which jroo deduce -from ihe' works of 
the creation is unintelligiUe to simple and im- 
educated minds, who, i^ongh they may ac- 
knowledge the wonders* of the visible world^ 
can enter into no snch logtcal ' deductions for^ 
their nile of life: s6^ that ndtber society nor a^ 
government'could exist witfaout some geiieml^ 
form of religion.' "Por'whic^'reaBOii« it-is, a» 
Dr. Freeman will teil youy thaü scnnethang moro 
distinct and universal ist ne^essaryto be knbwi»^ 
which nec^essary kilowkdge ifi rev^edby Ood^ 
in our Scriptui^s. It is tru&tbat different menü 
Interpret diese diflerehtify; buttbough they dis- 
pute about the'doctrinei^ and pritieiples whiob 
they inculcate,' yet'thöy who a^knowkdge it at 
all agree in maitita&iiiü^ theii' truth)' and the 
necessity of an ünfeighed^ faith* in what ^the 
Scriptures affirui. "-Thö iDoctor invariably de- 
clares that* a belief in the matters which the 
sacred volume unfolds- must be accompanied 
by a strict observanoe ^of all its commands, by 
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such as look for final salvation. Others will 
teil yoii that the mere act of iaith is all thut is 
required; and others, that unless the Holy 
Spirit makes choice of you to draw yoü wiUingly 
or unwillingly to seek after divine truths, you 
can never discover them." 

'^ My dear,'' snd Mr. Lorraine, '^ it may be 
all very well for you and others to preach up 
the necessity of embracing that belief which 
you think the Deity has demanded of you by 
kis ScriptureSj as you call them, if your con- 
sciences assure you there is no other method of 
arriviag at future hi^piness; but if conscience 
be your guide, so let it be mine : my judgment 
is satisfied with what I know. I can see and 
feel my own way without such a conductor as 
you would give me; and I shall rest contented, 
because I am persuaded I shall never inten- 
tionally do wrong or injury to any one." 

" Then," said Dr, Freeman, " permit me to 
observe that such a religion is too selfish to be 
entertained by a liberal, and certainly not by 
an enlightened, mind ; for it is clear that you 
are honest because dishonesty would subject 
you to disgrace in society, you are good and 

c 
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virtuous beeause it is a matter of convenioice 
to be so, you are just beeause you are kept in 
äwe by human laws, and you are charitable 
from the impuLse of humanity ; but how mucb 
nobler, how much more disintdrested and ex-^ 
alted is it to act thus, not from mere worldlyy 
sordid consideradons, but out of entire love of 
your Maker? Knowing, as you may, and as 
it is your duty to know, by reading the Script 
lures, that it is both the will and the command 
of God that you should do all things to bis 
glory, how are you to show yourself his creature, 
boond to do him Service, unless you coniply 
with that will and that comnuind? As to what 
some af&rm, thata fidthin the Saviour is alone 
sufBcient for salvation hereafter, if by &ith be 
meant only a bare belief in the Redeemer, it 
constitutes, in my opinion, only one-half of the 
Christian's duty ; and with respect to what others 
dedare, that the %>irit of God involuntarily 
draws men to seek knowledge of him, depend 
upon it, Mr. Lorraine, unless you yourself are 
desirous of knowing divine truth, you will 
never acquire it In short — " 
-" But, my dear frigid," interrupted Mr. Lor- 
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raine, " if I löok into the heavens, I see vonders 
demonstrating the existence of a Sopreme Being, 
that speak more powerfiilly to me thon any lan- 
guage ihat man can utter. When I eonsidef 
how this globe revolves daily on its axis, enjoying* 
tue transition of day and night, summer and 
winter, I see the Deity showing hb goodness 
to all the kingdoms of the earth, If I consider 
the purposes of the rain and dew from heaven, 
I find that they are to make the land fruitfiiK 
If the wind blows, it is to create a freer circu-* 
lation of air, and to prevent the Stagnation of 
yapours. If the sun shines, it is tö wan» and 
clothe the ground with verdure, and to make 
nature assume a cheerfiil aspect. In all this 'I 
eaii fidl into no mistakes, I can iihbibe no p^r- 
nieious errors: here the Deity speaks in terms 
intelUgible to all. What need, dien, have I to 
tum to any other System of religion less evident 
than this ? Or, were I to have recourse to any 
other, where are thei^e to be found such cön^ 
vincing testimonies of" the existence and power 
of the Divinity ?" 

" These testimonies, I afBrm,** replied Dr^ 
Freeman, " are more conispicuously displayed 

c 2 
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in the page of Kerelation than in the book ^r 
Nature^and carry you infinitely fuither; forwhen 
ypu.haye surveyod the wonders ef.creati(Hi) and 
have acknowledged the tmth whidi thai^pro»^. 
claün, that their Maker is divine/ hcre yourr 
knowledge terminates; and it termkuter \m^ 
satis&ctoirily^ because yeu can gain noIns^U^v 
into any thing bey€»id the present slate« A3if'> 
^ereSore, beyond tfais temporBry so«e of Kfor 
is dark aad uncertaint you' see yom: speeieft^ 
daily mii^Ung wiik the* dnuitf without knowing^ 
whither they ave ^oing» and what Ueftbeyand: 
the confines (^ the grave. «What aasimNideB^P 
then, have you for hqpii^^ito e»6t in another'; 
and motreperfeet State?' . ^'.,' /'«• ** 

. ^* We have those,'' he replied^ '^* ivhäch^^K 
if they amount^not to a piofiitsve»<;eiljdn(79- afv-i 
proadi sufficifioitly near to it; 'for wahaTev-thei 
same reaaons that wene :mamtaaned 4>y -Plali^ti 
and by other phikiaqph^« wfao idmred dbek' ' 
expectations from the same scMunce« Natu» ' 
herseif has implanted in the mind' of mapr 
the hope c^ a State of immortalil^^otheDe^ is, iip^ 
country of the globe ever yet iSäm^meitpdiimt 
did, not exhibit its peopk^ hp^i^yer bairbarous^ 
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and rüde, possessed of the opinion of a futiire 
State of existence. Besides, is it reas<»idi>le to 
Slippose that the Deky can have placed us here 
oitdyfdT a Short time, and not unfreqnendy 
eiqsosed us to pass it in iminterrupted sorrow 
»«d disü««, 8ome tyrannizing and lording it 
<M«HP maiddnd, others exposed to slarery and 
coi^inued wret^edness ; s<nne cmjtstituted with 
mnids aaople and^capadous to imbibe know- 
ledge^ otkm^ destitute of inlelleot? Is it pos- 
sjUe^^o ccHioeive such a State as this can be 
pennwaent ;' and, if not permanent, thal it must 
lead'to another^ — to one that* shaH be better 
tban the fixrmeiv t>i? why change it at all ?*- 

" ButaU this,*» Said Maria, ^^amounts only 
to urhmt I have ahreadj saidr all this Ae Chris- 
tkm biows to be true, ; because it is established 
by >Scriplare| but there are no odi» sufficient 
gpoonds for beUeving it t» be so.« The deduc- 
tion«^ of reoson way be dear to you, but by no 
mautt conTOicii^ -to^ ordinaiy and conunon 
aqpedäes/V'^.-tii ■■■i- •'■ '■- ■■--■^ - 
^^^* The ' iA>nd^0ns deduced from all the 
reasonii^ m Ae World/' resum^ the Doetor, 
*^ can nevep omount to a certainty, even in the 

c 3 
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moBt cuhivatedand leamed miiids. We ymnt 
something infaUible; and that infallibiUty we 
posse^s by means of cur Bibles, in which tbere 
i^ as LK>cke has observed, ^ truth mthout any. 
Qiixture of ^rror/ * Heare w^ find for what pur- 
pose man is created; ^hy he is designed to pasa 
a probaj^oiiary trial ; and by ^s^hat means, after 
the decay of the body, tbte soul wings its flight 
to heav^ ; and upon what cpnditions it is to 
be admitted to the abodes of bliss, or doomed 
to re^ons of sorrow and despair." 

" But I should be happy to know," said 
Mr, Lorrame, " upon what authority you pro- 
nounce that book to be of divine origin, aod 
lipon what sort of evklence you can demanstcate 
that it contains, as you declare it does, the 
actual revelation of the will of God to man,. 
Your asserti^m of that circumstance, without 
.sads&ctoiy prooj^ though si^^ported by the 
whole cplle^ of divines, cannot alone be ad- 

" Now this, my dear Sir/* said the Dpctor^ 
" is the yery poi^t ^ which I am desirouB of 
biinging your attenj(ion. 3^fpre, therefore, we 
f^Q^ujiQn tj^e iiiy|ß5tig9|iQn pf the causes by 
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whidb the influeace of the moon operates upoii 
Üie tides, though a subject well deserviog the 
alübenüon of ^very weU-informed mind, let us 
have recourse to the explanatipn of that whicb 
pn every accx>iiiit is so infinitely more im-» 
portant. The evidences which are adduped In 
Support of the divine iiispirati<«i of oiur Sorip- 
tures, if canvassed by one div^sted o£ all prer 
ja^ices, are numerous and abundanUy capr 
clusive. — N0W9 1 thmk» firom youröwn train of 
argument, Mr. LorraiQe, I shall be able to give 
you some reasons why we should accept the 
Bible, not only as a nüe of life, but as the word 
o{ God. To say nothmg of its undoubted 
antiquity as a history, it contains a more clear 
^and luminous account of the various origin and 
fortimes of the earlier nations (^ the world» 
than any records of even the most poUshed 
people: an account that is sanctioned» either 
directly pr indir^ctly, by the substantial annals 
of kingdoms, however widely distant from ^m^ 
„other; but which is as superior to them in 
tdignityi correctness, and sublimity^ as. the sun, 
^your &yQiurite otgect of admiratiQii» traiiscend3 

: ... • c.4.._ . : -.._._ . %. . .. 
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the mmmr gems of heaven in briHiancy atid 
power.'** 

'^' BuV mtemipted Mr. LorraiRe, ^^grsnt-: 
ing tfaät as a hislory it is a yaluable producCioii^, ' 
this by no means proves it to be the gtftof* 
Heav«!.'* ^ 

" To yoiir observaticm I bow asBent,'' said' 
the Doctor) ^ on this oonditicm, that if itbd 
oatbome by more positive evidaice^ yoawiS' 
allow it to be admitted as a odQateral prooC'^^ *'- 

^* To this- 1 cannot objecto knowuig that yon ' 
will in vain \ook £ot the positive evidenceybü'^' 
speak o^" replied Mr. Lorraine. . ' ^ ' 

" But," answered the Doctor, <♦ I do Mot 
despair of producing it ; for, ktying aside tKe"^: 
evidence"of rairacles, whidi yon will assm«dly> 
question, I will take you to that part of tben^ 
Sacred Volume upcm which the sun'of the» 
astrcNtiomieal World, die aU^compreh^iding yet^ 
hiunble Newton, bestowed hiB oritioal labour^» 
and to whose doetrines « hls thereby ^aire an^tUHh 
qpalified assent llieevidenoeof jjMfophedefly^»^^ 
of' which s<Mne have been • fiilfiUed < in m -phiin ) 
a manner thatthey who nin may Tead, Difaera 
«re ooM^.dCfiomplishing, and othecs. yet^remuiL . 
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tb be iuiraveUed,^^mu8t flash ccniTictkm upon 
the. minds of all who are not obstinately bent 
upmr.«hattäg theär eyes against the evidence 
ofy aH ligfat« You grant that as a faurtory it is 
very «ridetit;-now, the prophetical part is so 
blended with the historical, as to rehder the 
feigei^ of U In kMer times quite impracticable. 
The V prophecies, therefore, must hare been 
4divered, M ndt «at the time they aare repre- 
senfödy at least many centuries ago. Now, this 
hnng^admitted^ ife carnidt be demed that maHy 
o£ the ^pf^pheQie9 harve been aceomjdished m 
later times, and that' some are at this moment 
iil'llie >hct of being'^earrieä bäo effect I wonld 
aak "viiiere^ in aH the*briBiant'Hterature of aneient 
€ktooe^<«r''Boiiiey ean -aiqf tbin^ be cnlled 
QWl^ even after^die most dil^^ent search, wlüeh 
cail^ bearn any r tomparisoii to this, however 
gracedwidi^ther' cbarm» <of langiu^ or the 
attractiona«of shetc»iGbl' oraament? • Aikd what 
dcP'yott smpposi'XxAild cause this düference? 
Hev hajkpe^s ut^at imfideiided Herdsikien, 
pcxxr Sfaepherds, and? indetteied Hebrews, were 
enafaiod , to: t chrthe : \ diehr «entiments in such 
snUimi^ ef dkäion, .and . atter .propheeies that 
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aie fiilly bome out by eveat^? How conifis 
this» Mr. Lamüne? Sjpite of yoarself you 
ßsast acknovledgc^ tfaal^ at leasl^ ^ tfais is 
inanrdlaiis inooreyes.' Bat stop not here; 
go €Hie stq> fbrtfaer, and your unsophisticated 
reason and coosdeoce must soon ayer^ * tfaat 
it is the Lcxrd's d<HDg;' fi>r if yoa mjisiH^^r 
wfaat it is for the mind of man to dive into 
fiitarity^ and see throo^ the perspective of 
2000 years, you will readQy, and of necessity 
oondiude, that either the account of the pro* 
pheciesisfiilse, — whichcannotevenberemotely 
questioned, as they, like many other parts of 
Holy Writ, are substantiated by the evidenoe 
of other^ even hostile nations, — or tfaat it was 
from the Suggestion of some superior power 
pperating within, * to whom a thousand years 
«re but as yesterday,' Do not, tl^erefore, my 
SAeady reject, fi>r the vain condusions of pre- 
^umptuous men, the page which bears inscribed 
the fiery finger of God« No longer attadh 
yourseif to the prindples of Voltaire, Hum^ 
imd other scq)tics, many of whose names are 
nsspcialed with every thing vile and unseemly ; 
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^ut become afaitii|Ul and humble foUower in that 
glprious army pf Christian worthies,^-^ Bacon, 
NewtcMi, Locke, and all those whose names are 
bijct another vocabul^ry of every thing piou% 
just, and virtuous, Embrace, therefore^ this 
&ith, which not onlj has been the only solace 
and Support allowed to mony thousands whose 
deaths have been exposed to every indigiuty^ 
but also has healed the anguished heart of those 
who have been bereu of all that to them are 
d^ar and lovely upon earth. The sublime, yet 
humble feeUngs, which the book o£ God can 
five even to the most abject upon earth, are 
Standing mirades and incontrovertible proo& pf 
fe divine origin." 

At this moment a servant entered with a 
Jetter, addressed to Mr. Lorraine ; it was no 
sooner opened than it feil from his hands; whilst 
the sudden and livid change of his countenance 
indicated the fatal nature of its Contents. Maria 
A&w to the immediate assistance of her father, 
{who was now speechless; and though agitated 
.alpiost beyond endurance,, she exerted all the 
self-command which she could summon, and 
administered the remedies which those around 
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her suggested. In the mean time, Dr. Freeman, 
catching up the letter, found it written by tke 
College tutor, briefly conununicating the sad. 
intelligence of joung Lorraine's sudden death. , 
As soon as the &ther bcgan to recovery he. 
looked eamesdy and piercingly at his daughter ;. ^ 
and then throwing his arms around her, pite<v 
ously exclaimed, ** You — you, are now my ooly .. 
remaining comfort!'' and he burst into an,, 
agony of grief. Hardly had he uttered the 
words, when Maria, in a moment catching Üa^ 
intelligence with the rapidity oriightning, jEeH.. 
senseless at her fether's feet. It was some time., 
before she recovered; but as her opening eyes ,. 
surveyed those by whom she was surrounded, , 
she at length fixed them upon her &ther,. whqj. 
sat stupefied with grief. Seeing his bitter des- 
pondency, she presendy roused herseif; and.« 
dismissing the assistants, tumed to the Doctor» .- 

" My dear Sir, assi3t ,m^ tp support mj,., 
father.in thisheart-rending a£9ic^n,-^as$isit m^,. 
in pffering such, reQections as may tranquillizp . 
and comfort his mind.'* 
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" My dear Miiss LOTraine,** replied the 
Dbctor, " in the first ebuUition of such sörrow 
as thifi, it is in vain to offer immediate comfort. 
TTie mind, on the first accession of anguish, will 
not admit, nay it will almost reject, all con- 
sohtiön : it must vent itself in the way that 
Näittire dictates; and it is not only wise to permit 
it'to dd so, but the object of the Almighty in 
sdbfding' afflictiion is better answered, — that by 
sidtering it to depress the mind, it may more 
efi^tuälly operate to wean us fi*om our sins, to' 
einreise oür fiudi, to show us our dependance 
uj^ion €rod, take off oür attachments to this 
wörld, and make us asplre after a better ; and 
th^s, ^ though the countenance be made sad, 
the heart is mäde better/ " 
. ** As far as respects mysel^" replied Maria, 
" I'am perkiaded that all these effects which 
yoü' häVe enumerated will result fi-om this 
hekvy dispensation of Providence. Keen as my 
gi?ef i^,^ I feel aissiir^ 'that however weakened 
my body inay be,'niy mind ultimately will be 
strengfhened. ' Strongly do' 1 see the necessity 
of bearing up against this great, thi^ unex- 
pected sorrow, and making unüsual exertions 
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that I may revive the broken heart, and soMce 
the afilicted mind, of my poor, suffering, and 
distracted father ; that we may both fed less tbe 
loss which we now so deeply deplore. Religion 
calls^ it imperiously demands of me to perform 
this duty ; and it" gives me the consolatoiy 
assurance that it will fortify my mind against all 
my-own feelings : that by rising superior to my 
own distresses, I may be better ^abled to 
comfort the days, and so make life desirable to 
the dearest^ the best of fathers ; to him who 
has no such source fix>m which he can derive a 
balm to heal his wound — who has yet to leam 
the efficacy of that gracious dispensatioil, by 
which in due time every tear is wiped ofF every 
eye ; to him, who knows not that his sorrow 
may be converted into joy — who is not 
assured, like the pious David, that he can gd 
whither his son is gone bef(M*e; to that son 
who, however we may grieve for his loss, would 
miwillingly change perfect and etemal bliss fbr 
imperfecta ten^rary, and visitxiary happiness. 
Alas ! alas ! my father's agony must be dread- 
iul ; for he has no such alleviation as our reli- 
gion aifords its followers ; •^— he has nodimg 
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that caii extract the sting which deäth inflicts.'* 
And she feil upon her father's neck in excess of 
^fectionate tendemess. 

** My dearest, my beloved daughtef," said 
Lorraine, as he raised her, while he wiped 
äway his tears, ^^ surely God has given you to 
be a ministering angel to bring me to his pre- 
sence. If Christianity, my dear girl, a& our 
fritod was so feelingly going on to assert, can 
atford such relief in these bitter necessities, as 
your present conduct proves it can derive irom 
it; if it can bring such soothing reflebtiöAs as 
you deduce firom it ; if it can impress courage 
on one, otherwise so timid and alive to fear, 
while the want of it enervates the strong änd 
hardy ; if it can make you trample upon your 
own sufFerings, that you may more efficiently 
discharge the duties to a frail and ungodly 
parent like myself ; — what is there that I can 
more ardently desire than to participate in these 
benefits with yourself? Lead me, therefore, 
my beloved child, to this great and pure föün* 
tain of happiness, that I may drink, deeply 
drink, of itS: waters. My good friend here 
must assist me, (and I know he will) to com- 
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plete that change of sentiment which his reason- 
ing had already begun to exdte in me, ere the 
severe, yet merciful dispensation of Providence, 
taught me that it was my du^ to strive to 
acquire that religious wisdom which guides him 
in his usefiil passage through lue. Oh/ show 
me, my iiiend, the padi which leads to another 
World ; and giye me, from it, a prospect of its 
transcendent glories : for with Maria, now my 
sole companion, I will endeavour to pursue it. 
From this time I renounce Nature as my 
guide: henceforth I ¥dll seek the conduct of 
one infidlible !'' So saying he hurried out of 
the room. 

'^ I have now to contend,'' said Maria, 
** with feelings directly qpposite to each other,— 
grief for the heavy aiHictipn that has be&Uen 
US, and joy that it should have pröduced such 
an happy, such an unlooked for, effect as thb/' 

^^ Ah, my dear Miss Lorraine,'' said the 
Doctor, ^^ this is only one instance out of 
innumerable others in which I have witnessed 
the mercy of the Almighty, who, out of evil, 
knows how to produce good. Do you con- 
tinue to alleviate your own and your &ther's 
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sufFerings, and to follow up these impressions 
which have been made upon bis mind. I shall 
sei out at a very early hour to-morrow moming 
for the university, and I will there stand in the 
place of your father !" 
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Dr. Freeman was sittmg in bis library at 
break&st, grapplingwith a leamed author upon 
the knotty subject of some profonnd piece of 
theology, when he was ronsed firom his ab- 
straction by a rap at his door, and by the 
entrance ofhis fiiend Mr. Tmstwell, a merchant. 
^ If you are not particalarly engaged, Doctor," 
said he, ^^ I am desirous of having a little am- 
▼ersation with you. I want to ask your advice 
upon something that materially interests me; 
and I apply to you with confidence, because 
it is a matter in which you have abready rendered 
me essential serrice. You know very well that 
my two sons, Alexander and Vincent, were 
destined by me, the one for my own business, 
the other for a sailor; but in consequence of 
Vincent's delicate State of health, I have been 
compelled to alter my original intentions re- 
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specting him : and, through your recommend- 
ation, I have given both him and his brother an 
academical education, before I left them at 
liberty to make choice of a profession. Yester- 
day, upon thelr retum home after having takea 
their degrees, we entered upon the subject ; and 
it led to a long discussion, the result of which 
was that Alexander has given the preference, 
as I hoped he would, to the ofier I have made 
him of taking him into our firm; but Vincent 
has formed the resolution of entering the 
Church. Now, I think, for one whose general 
health is. not very good, the retired duties of a 
dergyman are those whlch are peculiarly suit- 
able to him ; but, unfortunately, he has taken 
what I considet to be an unhappy twist in his 
opinionsy and I am altogether at a loss to know 
what to do, whether to . comply with his in- 
clj^ations or not. If I yield to them, I am 
giving a direct sanction to the propagation of 
principles which I directly disapprove. If I' 
do not accede to them, I am equally unable to 
detennine what to do ; for his health will not 
admit of an active line of life, and his mind 
will probably not indine to it." 
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But,*' replied Dr. Freeman, " what grounds 
have you for thinking that he entertains the 
peculiar sentiments to which you allude ?" 

" Why, Alexander has given us a detailed 
account of their general proceedings during their 
residence at College. Indeed we ourselves have 
observed, from the time they entered the Uni- 
versity, that Vincent has retumed to us with 
depressed spirits, and with a sombreness that 
became more setüed every time we met toge- 
ther. This his mother and I attributed to 
bodily weakness, and therefore overlooked it, 
not suspecting that it arose &om a difierent 
cause. Alexander confesses that he looked 
upon these Symptoms as sufficient to arrest our 
attention ; and, therefore, through delicacy and a 
sort of sense of honour, left us to find them out, 
without bearing an unwilling testimony against 
his brother. He teils us, with respect to him- 
seif, that in the very outset he made a selection 
of a few friends among young men who, for the 
greater part, were students of his own College ; 
and that he adhered to them throughout the 
whole time of his residence« He says they all 
devoted certain stated hours to their studies 
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during the day, and in ,the evening usually as* 
sembled together in one of their rooms, and 
rationally enjoyed themselves. He did not find 
it convenient to extend his acquaintance far be- 
yond what might almost be called this domestic 
circle ; for as it was only the evening that was 
thus dedicated to lighter studies and to relax- 
ation, it suited best their inclinations and their 
pockets to send each his commons fi*om the 
College kitchen to some one of their rooms : by 
which arrangement they amused themselves 
with the new publications of the day, with 
music, chess, and occasionally with a rubber, 
without having recourse to seek a late admitr 
tance to their apartments, after the closing of 
the gates. He also says, for he is very candid, 
that they not unfi*equently rehearsed feats of 
activity and wonder, gymnastics which were 
seldom practised without some. detriment to the 
fragile fiimiture of the apartmeot. Indeed he ad-^ 
mits, with respect to his own, that a large oaken 
bootjack, a little bumt at one end, is the most 
entire article left to be transmitted to his succes- 
sor. Well, notwithstanding this, it was his 
practice to devote every Sundiav to religious 
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duties and studies, the evening of which was 
dedicated by his party to conversations gene- 
rally upon the subgects of the sermons delivered 
at the University church ; which gave rise to a 
criticism and reflection, which, in my opinion, 
have paved the way to a sound and rational 
knowledge of Reli^on. It seems that he and 
his friends have passed excellent examinations, 
and that they have marked their characters by 
the honours which they have attained ; and I 
am more than satisfied with him. Now, it is Sin- 
gular that Vincent, during all this time^ has asso- 
ciated as litde with his brother as if they had been 
unconnected ; and the society which he formed 
has been altogether diiSerent. He has been ad- 
mitted to his degree with ease to himsel^ but 
without the attainment, or even the wish of 
obtaining any academical honour ; his time has 
been passed almost exclusively in reli^ous 
reading, with the bible, and with commentators 
whom I know you do not consider orthodox. 
He has allowed himself to think upon no other 
subject; he has joined in no other kind of 
conversation ; he has been running after what 
he calls * Serious men and Gospel-preachers ;* he 
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has patronizedEvangelical Sodeties and Works, 
and seems to haye compassed sea and land to 
make proselytes of the Jews. After the Col- 
lie lectnres of the day were over, he was to be 
found, not seeking instruction for himself in the 
public schools of the University, but teaching 
.^ the young idea how to shoot* in those esta- 
blisbed by serious societies. His evenings were 
passed in the assemblies of those who denomin- 
ated themselves * Elect ;' at which it was usual 
not only to furnish the guests with tea, but to 
serve each at the same time with a bible, that 
;all in their turn might give vent to that wild 
and fanciful spirit of apostolical exposition, 
with which they considered themselves inspired. 
Alexander says, that the members of this grave 
body were great dealers in mystery ; that each 
of them had a separate, but clear interpretation 
of the Song of Solomon ; could unravel the ar- 
cana of the Apocalypse, eompute the number 
of the Beast, and calculate, to a decimal, the 
time of the Millennium. They possessed, more- 
over, the means and power of explaining the 
articles of the Church, upon the exclusive prin- 
oples of Calvin. It is in this manner, and in 
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such a Sanhedrim, that Vincent has passed his 
time; and he is retumed in the condition of one 
who seems unfitted for the world. ' He is become 
thoughtibl and absent, grave and demure, with 
a countenance that bespeaks a be¥dldered fiincy 
and an unhealthy body. He occasionally as- 
sumes a playfuhiess, but it is too studied and 
unnatural to be mistaken for any thing but what 
it is. Now, under these circumstances, what is 
best for me to do ? If I keep him at home, he 
will pursue no usefiil employment ; and if I send 
him to a Curacy, he will only be making others 
as unhappy as himsel^ or, rather, as he has made 
me. 

" My dear Sir,'* said Dr. Freeman, ** do 
not make yourself uneasy at present ; but, take 
my advice, do not thwart his inclinations at 
once ; or, such is the perverseness of our nature^ 
you will drive him into the very toils that you 
wish him to avoid. Whatever means, there- 
fore, you apply, let them be gentle and per- 
suasive ; use no compulsion. You can have no 
fear that your family will imbibe any other 
sentiments than those which you approve. 
Alexander's are fixed ; and for your daughter 
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Elizabeth, her mother has taken too much pains 
with her education, and her own intelligent and 
amiable' mind is such as to make all appre- 
hension of her defection, idle« No ; keep Vin- 
cent at home with you as much as you can: 
by seeing your united disinclination to &vour 
the tenets which he has taken up, and by 
rationally and dispassionately conversing with 
him upon the tendency of them, you may, in 
time, effect an alteration in his mind. If, aller 
all, you should fail in your attempt, and he 
shöuld coiitinue in the same c^inions, not irom 
obstinacy, but from conviction, then set it dowii 
as a certainty that his reason and conscience 
have formed the blas ; and, as you would wish 
to be dcme by, leave him to foUow the bent of 
his own inclination/' 

" Well,Doctor," replied Mr. Trustwell, " that 
is fair and right. I will do so ; and am happy to be 
guided by your advice, and heartily I thank you 
for it. I shall retum and make my wife and 
daughter happier by my determination ; for 
they are wretched both on Vincent's account 
and on mine. I wish I could prevail upon yoa 
to do US the favour of dining with us to-day. 
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and of meeting these young men ; indeed, I 
shall feel obliged if you will not refuse me* 
You will meet my sister, who is now on a visit 
to US with her husband, who are, in the literal 
sense of the word, latdy married ; fi>r thq^ haye 
both been long since past the hey-day of youth." 

** My good friend,'* replied the Doctor, *^ I 
shall be happy to accept your invitation, and to 
talk with you further on the subject of your 
sons." Upon this they shook hands and 
parted. 

When the dinner-hour arrived, the Doctor 
found the party assembled. After he had ad- 
dressed Mrs. TrustweU and her daughter, his 
kind host, taking himby the hand, introduced him 
in. form to Mr. and Mrs. Griper, both of whom 
retumed the salutation with the most grave 
decorum. There was the stmggle of a smile 
evidendy visible on the Ups of Alexander, as he 
watched this august ceremony, and kept up 
with his eyes a kind of telegraphic communi- 
cation with his sister : it required, indeed, some 
command of countenance to stand this inter- 
view. The bride, had by many degrees,.passed 
tbe meridian of life, and time had set his envious 
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mark upon her. She was ^^ gaunt, lean, ossi- 
fied, and long ;" her &ce narrow, and striped 
with wrinkles, over'which was suspended a 
nose which acted as a gnomon to the dial from 
which it projected. Her readuig had, in earlier 
life, — that is^ until ^hehädrelmqüished the hopes 
of promotion^ and had actually taken out the 
brevet-rank of Mrs« to her maiden-name, — been 
ccHifmed to triflmg subjects^ to romances, and to 
tales of slighted love. She had formerly been 
able to play upon the Virgmals» which she now 
dignified by the name of the Rano ; and even 
tili very lately, in the society of those of her 
own Standing, she occasionally ventured to 
breathe an asthmatic air of olden times« Her 
dress suited with her years and her new Si- 
tuation. It consisted of a fabric raised upon 
her head, formed by making every hair to 
stand as it would on the glass-legged stool of 
an electrifying apparatus, surmounted by a 
cushion, placed thereon to imbibe the long wire- 
pins to which the cap was appended. Her 
waist was long and tapering, to which was 
fastened a silver-washed tin comucopia, there 
placed for the reception of a large bouquet. 
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which seemed to haye been the produce of the 
kitchen rather than of the flow»--garden. Her 
gown was a rieh grogram, so thick, that whe- 
ther in wear or not, it pertinaciously kept its 
erect position, and when moved, made that 
strong rustling noise which roidered it unne- 
cessary upon yisits ot ceremony to annoimce 
her approach. When erect, her stature was 
assisted in its towering height by the aid of two 
props to the heels of her shoes ; two stunted 
columns of the Tuscan order, which preserved 
a fidse perpendicular, by reason of the unequal 
pressure above. She seemed to possess only 
one advantage over her brother, and that was, in 
having had greater experience from a longer resi- 
dence upon earth. She was occasionally cheerfid; 
but the disposition was checked whenever she 
tumed her eye upon Mr. Griper, who maintained 
the most obstinate and inflexible gravity. 

He was a very tall, thin man, with a long, 
yellow &ce and sharp visage : his long matted 
hair, impeUed by its own welght, hung straigbt 
downwards ; while a narrow cravat displayed 
a neck brown and folded, like the leather of 
a pair of bellows« He wore a long, black. 
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straight-cut coat without a collar, but with 
pockets large enough to answer all the pur- 
poses of a wardrobe : he had flaps to his waist- 
ooat; thick black worsted stockings, covering a 
pair of long legs of equal thickness every- 
where, and planted in a pair of shoes extrava- 
gantly capacious, omamented by Square silver 
buckles, corresponding with those appended to 
his breeche^knees. Such was the Reverend 
Mr. Griper, who had entered into the pale of 
matrimony to ensure a handsome provision for 
his latter days, and a patient companion disposed 
to swallow the doses of religious rhapsody, in 
which he was a wholesale dealer. 

When dinner was announced, Mr. Trustwell 
stepped forward to offer his arm to the bride ; 
who, Casting a smerk of approbation upon him, 
and another of encouragement transversely upon 
Mr. Griper, stepped forward, the rest of the 
party following in couples, at an awfiil distance 
behind them, to admit sufficient space for the 
trail of Mrs. Grriper's gown ; which, in perform- 
ing the part of a besom sweeping the staircase, 
wasaccompanied bya rustling noise,resemblinga 
shower of hail in a thunder-storm upon the stage. 
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The conversation at table was general and 
animated, supported as it was by the host and 
hostess, Miss Trustwell, her brother Alexander, 
and the Doctor ; while Vincent and Mr. Griper 
seemed waiting in reserve, ready only to ex- 
plode when a spark of religious kindling should 
ignite them» The bridegroom, however, was 
too actively engaged in answering the demands 
of a vomcious appetite, to waste the little time 
which he seemed to think would be allotted to 
his repast ; for though his body, from the length 
and thinness of it, appeared ill-^apted to the 
reception of nxuch food, it was astonishing to 
see with what. dexterity, and with what per- 
severance, he endeavoured to obtain a rotundity 
of form, and how successfuUy he washed down 
with deep, but weak potations, the obstructions 
which were heaped on the tumpike leading 
firom his jaws to the lower r^ions of his body. 
In all this he was the direct reverse of his bride, 
who kept nibbling at the breast of a chicken^ 
occasionally sipping firom a thimblefiil of wine, 
which she as delicately toucJied with the parch* 
ment of her lips, as if she apprehended their 
Coming in contact with aquafortis. 
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After the cloth was removed, the whole party 
assembled around the fire; and for some tixne 
the conversation became general, and con« 
tinued so. 

" Pray, Dr. Freeman," said Mrs. Trustwell, 
^' can you teil me any thing of the Lorrames 
to-day ? I have not seen them since tfaeir great 
domestic affliction." 

^^ I saw them for a short time,** replied the 
Doctor, *' this mornbig : they are, as you may 
suppose, m great distress of mind; but they 
evince a calmness which gives me hope that 
time will gradually lessen their sorrow." 

" I received a note from Maria to-day,'' con- 
tinued Elisabeth, '^ in which she expressed, m 
the strengest terms, the satis&ction they de~ 
rived from Alexander's and Vincenfs atten- 
tion in attending you, Doctor, at her brother's 
fimeral. Poor Maria! she feels keenly Gharles's 
loss ; but I believe she endeavours to hide much 
of her feelings from her father, that she may 
better comfort him, — she is a sweet girL 
Pray, Alexander, wäre not Charles Lorraine's 
acquaintances much grieved at his &tal ac* 
cident?" 
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" Indeed,** replied Alexander, " the whole 
College testified sorrow ; for he was a great fa- 
vourite, and both very clever and very amiable." 

" Ah !" Said Vmcent ; " and had he been more 
religious, he would have been almost perfect.'* 
' " As to his not being more religious," re- 
plied Alexander, ^^ I will undertake to say that 
the University cannot produce one who was more 
sincerely virtuous and good, and this he was on 
pure religious principles. In my opinion he 
could have done nothing to make himself more 
beloved than he was." 

" Mr. Alexander," said Griper, '' though you 
have been taught at the same seat of leaming 
with your brother, you have not been brought 
up at the feet of the same Gamaliel. I have 
heard of his early entrance into the Christian 
vineyard : he, I find, has been a worshipper in 
the true temple of Jerusalem, while yoii have 
congregated in that on Mount Gerizim." 

" Such, Sir," said Alexander, kindling into a 
blaze, " such, Sir, may be the prejudiced opi- 
nion of some jpeople; but I beg to question their 
authority for keeping themselves in the Holy 
City, whilst they endeavour to drive me and 
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such as my poor friend Lorraine into the country 
of the Samaritans ; and I am at a loss to under- 
stand what motives any stranger can have for 
entering into matters with which he can have no 
possible pretext for interfering » 

" It is the duty," replied Mr. Griper, ** of 
every serious disciple of Jesus to reclaim the 
errors of youth, and to lead them into the way 
oflife/' 

** Come, come," said Dr. Freeman, " I am 
not disposed, Mr. Griper, to part with any of my 
flock, especially with those who have been bom 
in the foid, and I shall resist every attempt that 
may be made to seduce any of them from me. 
I apprehend there has been a little tampering 
with my friend Vincent in another quarter ; but 
I shall not patiently submit to losing him; at 
least I shall use all my power to prevent se- 
cession, aided by the authority of my good 
friend and host here." 

« Doctor," said Mr. Trustwell, « I thank 
you for the care of us all. On this subject I 
have only one wish, that all my children may 
be assured that I consider their duty and their 
love to me best shown by foUowing the example 
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which their mother and I have endeavoured to 
give them, in the support of those religious 
principles in which, from a thorough conviction, 
we have lived, and hope to die, — But we will 
change the subject. — Pray, Mr, Griper, inform 
me, as nearly as you can, what may be the 
probable number of souLs in the paxish in which 
you reside, that I may make a comparison be- 
tween that and om^s, of their relative magnitude 
and of the late increase of popidation." • 

" As to the number of souls," replied Mr. 
Griper, tuming up his eyes to the ceiling, which 
resembled two fresh-opened oysters, " of souls, 
Sir ; the Lord only knows, of such as be living 
or shall hereafter live ; but of bodies — of cor- 
poreal beings— human carcasses— filthy rags— 
there may be about 50,000; and when I look 
upon the harvest, and think how few are the 
reapers (looking askance at Vincent), I am 
grieved in the spirit." At these words he 
heaved a deep-drawn sigh, after which his 
visage relapsed into its usual map-Uke ap- 
pearance. 

Mrs. Griper now made a thousand enquiries 
after her former acquaintances, and, havmg re- 
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ceived satisfactory answers, seemed disposed to 
retire ; which Mrs. Trustwell perceiving, began 
to draw on her gloves, being the first signal for 
departure ; then taking a surveying look at the 
bride and Elizabeth, and bowing to the former, 
arose and left the room. 

When the ladies were gone, Mr. Trustwell 
passed the bottle around, and catchuig Mr. 
Griper's eye, he said, " Mr. Griper, as we are 
here entirely among friends, permit me candidly 
to State to you, that as I have nbw the pleasure 
of considering you in the light of a connectiqn, 
in Order that we may maintain a perfectly good 
understanding, I must make it a condition, that 
you will abstain from any attempt to inculcate 
in my family aiiy of those peculiar religious 
tenets which I know you to entertain in common 
with my sister, who has lately embraced them. 
Of course, you and every one are at perfect 
liberty to support any creed which you consider 
to be the best; but as our principles are, for 
the most part, settled and confirmed, I must 
oppose every pverture made to disturb them: 
I cannot express to you what great and un- 
feigned discomfiture the defection which Vln- 
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Cent has exhibited has occasioned me; but I 
have yet to hope, that his consciousness of my 
distress may operate upon him to think dif- 
ferently from what he now does ; at all events, 
I trust he will canvass the matter with the 
seriousness which it deserves, with faimess, 
candour, and without prejudice, before he 
ultimately embraces principles that are opposite 
to those which I have endeavoured to implant 
in him." 

" It cannot be expected, Sir," said Vincent, 
^.' that I can alter or square my religious senti- 
ments to suit the opinions of any one who may 
be so mu*easonable as to require it. I have 
long ago considered the matter, and my con- 
science approves the choice which I have made. 
The duty we owe to a heavenly, takes place of 
that due to an earthly, parent." 

" Permit me, however, Vincent, to remark," 
said Dr. Freeman, " that, lately, you have been 
exposed to the partial views and reasoning of 
one peculiar description of Christians; take 
now a more general survey, and let me urge 
you to weigh well the pretensions of every other 
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persuasion, and when your miiid is more 
matured, make your decision, and abide by it." 

** Brother Trustwell," said Griper, with 
eamestness, ^^ I can have no wish to set a son 
against his &ther, nor to divide a man's house- 
hold, unless it be in the high cause of God*; 
in which case I hold that a man may leave his 
father and mothen Still, as you speak fairly, 
and you seem not disposed to enforce restraint 
upon Mr* Vincent's inclinations, I shall abstain 
from direct interference ; nevertheless, I shall 
wrestle with the Lord in prayer, that he may 
receive the inward light to guide him unerringly 
in his choice." 

" Believe me, Mr. Griper," said the Doctor, 
'^ I think you do weU to accept my firiend 
Mr. Trustwell's conditions, which are none 
other than he is justified by his duty as a &ther 
to impose. As to the pretext you claim for 
such an interference, on the ground that you 
are acting thus in the cause of God, I know 
of no sanction that the Scriptures give for you, 
or for any one, to sow dissension in a family ; 
nor will I admit that the Almighty requires a 
duty to be paid to him at the expense of that 
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which he has imposed on a child and its parent. 
The first table of commandments enforces love 
to God, the second love to parents and to 
mankind ; to suppose, therefore, tbat a breach 
of the latter can render a discharge of the 
former more acceptable is palpably wrong.'* 

" But," resumed Grriper, " you must admit 
that the efiect of the preaching of Jesus and his 
Apostles, in many instances, produced, as was 
predicted, a sword mstead of peace; and a 
man's foes were those of his own household ; 
and that it set parents at variance with their 
children, and chUdren with their parents«" 

" If such was the effect in many instanoes,*' 
continued the Doctor, <^ produced among the 
Jewsy you are to remember that they were 
peculiarly drcumstanced. The Jews had re- 
jected him at whose Coming and preaching their 
Prophets had expressly pointed, and whom it 
was actuaUy their religious duty to have ac- 
cepted. . As, therefore, God's dispei^sations 
were not to be subverted by the obstinacy of 
his creatures, it foUowed as a natural and 
unavoidable consequence, that they who received 
the Messiah and his Crospel, and they who 
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denied them, thou^ persons connected by the 
strongest ties of relationship, became directly 
opposed to each othen The conduct of the 
Aposdes ui this, as well as in many other cases, 
was (firected by a necessity which cannot apply 
to US in these days. It is on this point in 
which I more particularly difier with those of 
your persuasion, Mr. Griper, who, I think, 
assume a language and a conduct suitable 
enough to an inspii^ed Apostle occupied in the 
first Promulgation of the Gospel, but by no 
means consistent with the humble pretensions 
of an uninspired, self-appointed teach^ of a well 
established religion." 

** Sir," Said Griper, " whatever may be 
your opinicHi, I am led by the light upon my 
soul to follow the pattem, as nearly as I can, 
which the disciples of Jesus manifested in the 
conduct of their ministry. How can I err in 
doing this r 

•* It would be better in many cases," said 
the Doctor, " that you should follow their 
directi<His, their advice, and exhortations, rather 
than their conduct, which, as chosen and in- 
spired men occupied in a new work, is beyond 
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the reach and the necessity of imitation. And, 
as to the inward light to which you lay cl^iin^ 
if it be such as you can pretend to experience, 
to feel, and to perceive, I deny its possession 
altogether.*' 

** But," said Vincent, " you will allow that 
the Almighty is disposed to enlighten the minds 
of men ; for we are repeatedly called upon to 
pray for the Holy Spirit toguide us unto truth, 
and God has promised to give it to them tbat 
ask it" 

" I admit," cöntinued the Doctor, " that he 
has promised to do this, but, when bestowecl, 
it is poured insensibly upon the heart and mind. 
You cannot know of its poss^ssion by any other 
criterion than the faith which it inspireß, and 
the fruit which itproduces, which is love, joy, 
meekness, and the like. To talk of the actual 
and experimental possession of the Spirit, is to 
put yourselves in the power of the Prince of 
darkness. It comes, I say, upon the soul un- 
perceived, like the wind, the sound of which 
may be heard, but ^ whence it cometh and 
whither it goeth' no one can teil." 
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•" Do yöu mean to say," asked Mr. Trust- 
well, " that those of Mr, Griper's persuasion 
lay claim to direct inspiration." 

" No," replied Griper with emphasis, ** we 
do not pretend altogether to the possession of 
such inspiration as that which illuminated the 
Prophets and AposÜes of old ; but we contend 
for that which we actually enjoy, a light shining 
within our minds, directing us by what means 
to lay hold on truth and to enforce it." 

^^ And pray let me ask," said Alexander, 
^^ how you are enabled to distinguish the per- 
ceptible Operations of the Holy Spirit» and the 
palpable workings of Satan? because he can 
transform himself into an angel of light; and 
they who are led by him are as much con- 
vinced that they are inspired by the Spirit of 
God as you yourselves are." 

" Yes, Mr, Griper," continued the Doctor, 
" however you may soften it, your adherents 
lay Claim to a direct inspiration. Does not the 
Champion of your &ith repeatedly make these 
pretensions ? * I had much of the presence of 
God.' — * The kingdom of God is within me.' — 
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* The Etemal I AM hath sent me.' — « Gcxl has 
^ven me a double portion of his Holy Spirit,' — 
Nay, is he not still more presumptuous and 
arrogant in saymg, * I talked with God in the 
garden os a man talketh with his friend? Now 
what is all this but a pretence to apostolical 
Inspiration ? Indeed, I will undertake to show, 
that the Apostles themselves never had those in- 
flated ideas of setf-righteousness to which such 
Christians lay claim. It taught them mildness 
in their actions and private life, and gave them 
invincible boldness in speaking forth the words 
of holiness. It inspired them with .an abhor- 
rence for vice ; it checked their pretensions to 
arrogant righteousness and self-justification, and 
tempered all their words and actions ; but, (con- 
tmued the Doctor, looking at the same time 
eamestly at Vincent,) it did not pufF them up in 
their notions of exclusive holiness in which to 
make their boast ; it did not inilate them with re- 
ligious consequence : on the contrary, St, Paul, 
that Star of the Apostles, notwithstanding the 
immediate presence of the Holy Ghost indis- 
putably dwelling in him, and animating all 
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his labours, entertained very difFerent opinions, 
when he said, ^ Lest after having prayed for 
otherS) myself should be a cast-away.' " 

" Doctor," Said Mr. Trustwell, " I entirely 
subscribe to what you have advanced ; for I have 
unifbrmly foimd, that wh^e you see so much 
preteiisio% there is the greatest room for sus- 
pecting th^ siiicerity of it. I am quite sure 
tha^the'fruits of the Spirit are not wild extra- 
vagance and phrenzy, but the reverse of ail 
this, — love, joy, and mildness." 

'^ It seems, g^atlemen," resumed Mr.Griper, 
'^ that by the instrumentality of your camal 
knowledge, you would gainsay and resist the 
efiects of the Holy Spirit; for you appear in- 
clined to deny that it operates at all upon the 



inner man." 



" God forbid," said Dr. Freeman, ** that I 
should deny its iniluence, as working in our 
hearts the etemal law of life, and directing us 
in the blessed path that leads to happiness be- 
yond the grave, eternal in the heavens. No, 
Mr. Griper, we admit the ord/nary. Operations 
of this Spirit upon our hearts» but we must 
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deny any thing more than this. We deprecate 
that wild, incoherent extravagance whtch runs 
into extremes, and presumptuously attributes its 
actions to the blessed Paraclete, the essende of 
God himself. In fact, we cease to be Christians 
when we reject the belief of the Holy Ghost ; 
for by its Operations, reg^ieration, or a new 
birth, by which we are admitted into a partici- 
pation of the blessings of the Gospel, is efiected 
within US.'' 

The Word " regeneration" operated like magic 
in calling up the attention of Vincent, who ex- 
daimed with a hurried and impetuous tone, as 
if in doubt whether to credit his ears : " What, 
what is that you say about regeneration ?" But 
Alexander, foreseeing that a long conflict must 
result from persisting in the discussion, broke 
it up, saying, " Come, gentlemen, here have we 
been running out the line of disputation with- 
out duly considering that the purpose for which 
we are assembled is to enjoy our glass of wine, 
and to drink the health and happiness of the 
bride and bridegroom. 

" True," Said Mr. Trustwell ; " in this re- 
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spect we have been very remiss : pass on the 
wine, Doctor, and let us pledge to Mr. and Mrs. 
Griper." 

Dr. Freeman now taking bis glass, cast bis 
eye upon tbe bridegroom. 

** Sir,'* Said be, ** I beartily give you joy; you 
have my best wisbes for your bappiness. Be- 
lieve me, Mr. Griper, bowever eamesdy I may 
feel disposed to contend witb you on the sub- 
ject of our religious di£Perences, it is &r from 
me to urge any thing but fidr and candid dis- 
putation ; and to listen, witbout tbe least preju- 
dice, to all that you can advance in support of 
your tenets. I by no means presume to afiirm 
that mine only are right ; I would only wisb to 
canvass tbe grounds on which yours stand, and 
compare them witb tbose on which I consider 
my own to rest. I look upon it as a mutual 
advantage, seriously and dispassionately to dis- 
cuss such points." 

" Sir," replied Ghtiper, " I give you entire 
credit for your sincerity; and thougb I am 
accustomed to expect hostility from tbose of 
your Church, I am convinced I shall experience 
none from you. I will not now enter into any 
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further matter, as, perhaps, a more fevourable 
opportunity may ofFer itself," So saying, he 
having first poured water into his glass, and 
then discoloured it with' a suiBcient quaatity of 
wine to spoil both liquids, retumed the honour 
done to him, by drinking the health of the 
party, 

From religion the conversation next tumed 
upon pölitics, and from politics to aflairs of 
trade aad commerce, when a servant aimomiced 
coffee in the drawing-room, upon which Mr. 
Trustwell having for some time perceived that 
the bottle had latterly circulated without any 
diminution, proposed obeying the summons. 

Mr. Trustwell now conducting Dr. Freeman, 
led hiih up to tne drawing-room, where he found 
the party had gained a great accession to its 
numbers by the junction of several ancient 
maiden ladies who, it seems, had been invited 
in compliment to the bride. These, from an 
absurd aim at preposterous over-dress, resembled 
so many unwrapped mummies placed along the 
walls of the room, or rather they were arranged 
like large unhealthy shrubs in a greenhouse, 
with here and there a beautiful heath in the 
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form of an elegant young woman interspersed 
among them. Mrs. Trustwell conducted her 
husband and Dr. Freeman towards three young 
ladies, who were at this moment forming a 
group, and conversing with Elizabeth Trustwell. 
^^ Miss Marmontelles," said she, ^^ permit me 
to introduce to you my husband and Dr. Free- 
man. — These ladies are the nieces of oiü- friend 
Miss Lapwing, and, I am happy to say, intend 
remaining in our neighboiurhood for some weeks. 
The rest of the party I believe you know." She 
then introduced her son Alexander, and was 
making enquiry for Vincent at the very moment 
he was entering the room. 

Mrs. Griper not seeing him accompanied by 
her husband, immediately asked, '^ My dear 
Vincent, what is become of your uncle ?' 

^^ Madam, he has requested me to make his 
apologies to you and to my mother for not 
drinking tea here, but he is just gone to have 
an interview with one or two persons with 
whom he has some busihess." Then advanc- 
ing, he performed obeisance to the Miss Mar- 
montelles, and, by a sort of natiural instinct, 
attached himself to the eldest of them. The 
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fact was, tliis yoiing lady was one of those 
serious persons of whom we now hear so inuch, 
who consider themselves as more religious than 
others, by assmning an austerity and gloorainess 
of manners both unnatural and unreasonable« . 
Without considering the variations or the 
complexions of character in difierent persons, 
they who indulge in many rational domestic 
amusements, or in public pleasures, are now- 
a-days regarded by others, who assume to 
themselves the distinction of the Rel%ious 
World, as expatriated firom the Christian Com- 
munity, and consider it unbecoming to mingle 
in the common haunts, or^refined recreations of 
life. There was no subject which more strongly 
called fbrth the eloquence and the display of 
talent of the worthy Rector than Üiis, to con- 
trovert * the growing error,* as he termed it 
Often from the pulpit, and more frequendy in 
private, did he remonstrate against the un- 
charitaUe conclusions which the arrogant 
modern religionist deduced from the cheerfiil- 
ness and conriviality manifested in social inter- 
course. ** If there be any," he would say, 
^ who are impelled by motives of religion to 
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separate themselves from the converse or ihe 
pleasures of society that they may better dis^ 
Charge Üieir duties, even though those motives 
be false, let them act according to the dictates 
of theu: dispositions» but let them not bind 
others to the rules which they thus prescribe to 
themselves ; nor let them censure those whose 
feelihgs on this subject may be altogether di& 
ferent. There is too much pride and boasting 
in all this alFected abstinence fix>m the innocu-* 
oüs ämasdtnehts of public and private life, not to 
be mistaiceh« There is an imaginary holinessin 
thus visibly withstanding the allurements of the 
World ; in shewing a stoical indifierence to the 
rational and the natural pleasures of exist- 
ence, ill according either with the fiadings and 
sensibiütjr of youth. or with the piain injnnc 
tions of Holy Writ. But admitting that in 
cases where sickness, debäity of body, or de» 
jectidn of spirits incite to this disposition, why 
are others of a difierent frame and cast of mind 
tb be withheld from the moderate and the tem-^ 
perate enjoyments of life ? « I/' he would go 
on to say, ^< I deprecate all manner of violence 
and excess» but I stand up for the exercise of a 
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fufirwid,' rdigioos iflierty. Lei Christians -who' 
are neidier lioentious nor atistere leam to bear 
widitlie variati(»sof oj^nionupontliese points; 
and whellier dispoaed to partake of a feast, of 
to obserre a fiist; wfaether diey abstaiii 6rom 
anrasemeDts aa irr^giöü% ot «sttnöiBg to 
withdraw their minds fiom more important oon- 
oems, while others can iiidulge in them withoot 
bann and without detriment, let them not lose 
sigfat of Christian Charily •" 

Had these feelings be^i imbibed by Miss 
Mazmontell, she would not have been led upon 
tfais occasion to have formed, with Mrs. Griper 
and Vincent, a select party in one oomer of the 
room, at a distance from the Company at large, 
to look over pictures of martyred saints and 
African missionaries, and to canvass schemes 
for the conversion of the Jews, and fi>r restoring 
them to the Holy Land, whilst others, ^dth bei» 
ter taste, with more propriety, and c^tandy 
with greater eivility, having entered society, 
endeavoured to amuse eaeh other by contri«- 
buting to its Support, carrying on the general 
conversation ; hearing or aiding the musical 
Performances ; looking over and expatiating 
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upon ihose other rational aad elegant amuse- 
ments of life, to which the pen and the pencil so 
much contribute, or partaking in such games of 
recreation and pastime as agreeably exercise 
the mind, without caUing into actioii, in 
the remotest degree, any passions or excite- 
ments derogatory either to humanity or to 
religion. 
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THE 

SICK PENITENT- 



Dr. Freeman had been requested by a friend 
who had suddenly become very unwell, and to 
whom he was in the habit of frequently ren- 
dering assistance, to undertake the duty of his 
Church, which was situated at the distance of 
an houPs walk from the town. He had been 
preaching an exceUent and effective sermon on 
procrastination, in which he had pointed out 
the danger of delay in '< the things which belong 
to our peace," when on coming out of the 
Church he was accosted by a woman, whose 
garments, though neatly clean, indicated great 
poverty. She had been seated during the service 
on a bench directly facing the pulpit, where he 
had frequently before observed her: but her 
uncommon eamestness and attention to what he 
that day delivered had caught his notice. She 
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Bow requested, in the absence of the Vicar, that 
he would häve the goodness to accompany her 
on a visit to her husband, who^ she said, was 
then stretched on the bed of sickness, and seeing, 
himsel^ the little probability of ever agaln 
rising firom it^ she had caught at the wish he 
now expressed of calling m the counsel of the 
clergyman. To appeals of this kmd, theI>octor 
lent a ready ear ; and though somewhatfiuigued 
by the exertions of the day, he readily foUowed 
her to a mud-hovel, situated alone in a fiirther 
oomer of the village« Here poverty was d^ 
picted in strong colours. Low and narrow was 
the ientrance, through a door liable.to be blown 
c^n by any gust of wind, into a room too large 
in its rüde imperfect State to afford much 
comfort; and scanty were the artides of fiimit- 
ture, which were here and there seen in this 
apartment. The apertores for light^ for thqr 
oould scarcdy be called Windows, answered the 
description so correctly drawn by Crabbe: — 



** Where one dull pane, that, coandy patch'd, ghres way 
" To the rüde tempest, yet excludes the day.' 
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It wBß^ indeed, altogether a scene from which, 
if it «oiild have stoc^ed so low, Pride might 
kam deri^ed a goodly lesson, to moitify its 
YBnitfr,. improve its heart, and modulate to a 
mbce eqnal pitch its high-strung feeliiigs« 
: Büt, besides this cheerless room, there was 
aDOther- of equal dimeiisions, in whidi tbe poor 
man was streiched npon '^ bis matted flock.'' 
The WBSting of a slow but deep consiunptian 
had thrown '.oyer hi& sharp and pointed visage 
an.imeBrthly cast; ivbilsta livid hüe» the remlt 
of ' mfintal inqnietude, Jiad given a deep shade 
to bis countenanoe^ wbich altemately exbibited 
despair. and . cbnstrained cheecfiikiess. The 
teazing of : ü sbort cough elther: prevented bis 
täking ioiy lest^r or. wben .^xhansted aatiire for 
a'sfabk'd'tiniejäkiik into the appeaxulioeof repose^ 
iöteiiicroke tbed^tblike oalm« . /' , 
V On"a tb^^leggiBd table. wereplaced a saaSl 
l^keni-tea^oty Miidi. tlmtained the Equid 
witb.wUcb. he ooeasiobaUy .moistened bis 
parcbed and withered Ups : a Bible, a Prayer- 
^ppk, and a few ini^named " Reljlgious Tracts,** 
wbicb tbQ> pertinapipus bardiness of .itinerant 
pedlars impose upon tbe poor and ignorant: 
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«ided by thefie hot-bed productions of perverted 
iatellect and inflated spirituality, they had beeA 
zealously tryinff • within the last few days, to 

to faith aiid grace^ ajid to convert his sinfid 
soul. And akhough they had not succeeded 
so fiir as to make him one of theu* own ; that 
ißj Qne who groans londly» makes much pre- 
tension, and talks incoherently of what he does 
pot undeirsitand, they had confiised his ideas, 
and unhinged his tranquillhy. 

Here then was an object worthy the Chiis« 
tian pastorage of ova kind Rector; one who 
needed the guiding ydce of a good shepherd 
to direct his wandenng and imcertain thoiightis 
to their true Channel, and give themiiieif ne^ 
c^säry stabHity; who, thöugh not a notorious 
ainner, was a. stranger to God, and had yetto 
leam <^ how sweet and pleasant it is to know the 
JLord." 

. After the Doctor had ascended into this mi- 
serable loft, by a rickety course of rough-hewn 
blodks of wood, in the shape of stairs, loddng 
upon the dejected dying man, with emotions of 
pity and kindness, — • ... 
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•* Well, my friend," said he, " how do yoa 
find youFself ? I am come at the request of 
yöur ^vife to see you, and I hope you will ap- 
prpye of my visit." 

" Oh, Sir !" he replied, " I am itideed very 
weak in bodily health, and have l(»ig wished to 
have some conversation with some one, who 
could really instruct me how to pray and be 
truly goodJ* 

■ *^ I am surprised^*' continued the Doctor, 
^^ that a man of your years, who has lived more 
than half a Century, should have^ at this ad- 
vanced State of life, to ask' to leam how to pray 
and be good. How have you passed your 
time ? Have you not regularly attended divine 
«ervice?** 

" Yes,". he repKed ; ** I have gone regularly 
to Church, Vhen opportunity permitted^ at least 
fmce a-day^ but I am ashamed to confess, that 
I believe it was rather as a matter of course^ 
than firom any love of God, or a prop^ nxitive 
of serving him. And thdngb I know both 
yoürself and other gentkmen before you have 
there frequently pointed out how we shoidd 
behave ourselves in all situations, ahd prepare 
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for the day of judgment, yet so indifierent have 
I faitherto been, that I have &iled to profit by 
diese excellent lessons. Bat I now see the 
wickedness of this neglect, and humbly beg 
your advice.** 

'^ My advice is always ready^" said the 
Doctor ; ^^ and I pray God you may be able to 
profit by it I But firjst teil me^ what has been 
your course of life?* 

" If you will allow me^ reverend Shr, I 
wUl teil you my history m a few words — My 
parent^ were very poor people; and whilst 
I was quite a lad, my father was drowned in 
ithe act of trying to save the life of a neigfa- 
bour's child. Many blamed him for being so ven* 
turesome, and my poor mother, in her bittemess 
of grie^ was one of that number ; but when, 
afterwards, she was sensible to reason, she used 
ta coQsole herseif that he had only done his duty« 
I was too young then to know his loss ; but often, 
when my five brothers and sisters had scarcely 
a morsel of bread for oiur daily support, and 
tears have been rolling down my mother's 
dieeks, I have asked her why she cried, and 
schere my &ther was, she would reply that he was 
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gone to heaven; that he had lost his Ufe in 
doing a good aeüon. Now, Sir, how this bap* 
pened I will go tm to teil you. Qne day a 
child about my own age, who was playing ob 
the banks of the river which ran past oür town, 
nnfortimately Sdl in, and was ca^ed by the 
force of die stream into a dangerous whiripoöl. 
My father, who saw this, and heatd the heart-r 
Piercing shrieks of the poor distracted mother^ 
bol^ly le^qped in, and ventured his own life to 
save the diuld's» Tliat child is now my wife ! 
At m early age I went out to Service, and had 
no <^portünity of leaming to read ; fi>r ijüßrt 
yrete no charity-^chools for poor boys and girls 
then as there are now. I have been fifly years 
ß servant, and have only had four masters. 
My wife has be^a att^itive and fiathiul, and 
^ith her assistance, tfaough sometimes we were 
in ^eat straits, we have hitherto sapported 
pur family, making up three boys and foat 
girls. It is for them I feel, when I thiide that 
äftctr I am gone, tbey will only have their poor 
motiber to look up to for protection.'- , 

Here tears prevented his saying any more. 
Jus children pressed round him, watching .wäh 
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«ffefctionate aBxiety his Tärying coimtettance, 
whilst his wife bade him be of good cheer, and 
remember that God neyer forsakes the virtuous 
and their seed ; and how gracious he had been 
to his möther^ when bis fiulier, losing bis lifi^ 
had leftiher a widow. *^ You know^ John," said 
^he, ^' there were six of you, sad yet you have 
all lived honestly and uprightly in die worid, 
and Tfere able to do a Uttle bow and then for 
youir möther, who never realty was. in want»" 
'. The Doctor was not aa unmoved spectatpr of 
this interesting soene. And the patiasl;, wiping 
awsy his tears with what had once been a hand* 
kerdiief, acqüiesced in the homely consolBtiony 
andresumed Us feply to the ixiinister. 

" Thus, Sir, I have omtrived to go on 
fi»m ycaf fo year« I have riever been guilty, 
to my knpwledge, of aiiy very bad sin* I never 
stole: äny thii^ feom any body, and never 
^eäted my neighbonr.. I lieber was a great 
swearer, but for alLÜiat I feel something more 
is>wBnted» I am a great sinner, aad am some- 
times very imhappy in- my mind. I am n^ 
Scholar ; I wönld fiun be good, but know not 
how to set about it" 
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" You acknowledge ihst you feel yourself a 
siDner, and are conscious you stand in need of 
instnicdon," said the Doctor. " Now this is 
one grand step towaxds being made better. 
But, at the very onset, let me caution you 
against following any by-road to amendment. 
For in aäws of religion, es well as medicin^ 
there are quacks who pretend to bring about a 
eure, wben, alas ! they too &equently, to use 
the emphadc words of our Saviour, make th&r 
padents • tenfbld more the children of Satan.* 
Now such as these tum to reach the end of 
their course without being at the trouble to pass 
over the space between. Agfunst such I must 
warn you, if you wish to die peaceably with 
heaven and yoursel£ 

" The first thing, therefbre, which I wonld 
reconunend you to do, is to search your own 
beart, and endeavour to call to mmd lliose 
sins of which you have at any time been ginhy, 
and of which you have nerer repented. Wheu 
you have done this, in which your conscience 
wdll be your guide, you must then hiunble 
yourself befbre God, and sincerely, and as well 
iis von iiie iiblf, jiray lo him that he will send 
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you his help to assist you to repent, and bis 
grace to make your repentance acceptable 
before bim. Tbe consciousness of your sins 
will sbow you tbe necessity of trusting your- 
self endrely to bis boly keeping and sacred 
guidance, tbrowing aside all ideas of your own 
meritSy and bumbly confessing your own un- 
wortbiness and many firailties." 

Tbeir conversation was bere interrupted by 
tbe entrance of some neigbbours, wbo came to 
enquire after tbe poor man's bealtb, and tbe 
State of bis soul ; and witbout bestowing mucb 
attention upon tbe Doctor, one of tbem tbus 
acooi^ed tbe sick man. 

, ^^ I just stepped in^ brotbet, t6 ask bow you 
are going on in your soul; if you bave been 
meditating on tbe tbings wbicb I was explaining 
to you yesterday. Hatb your faitb yet assisted 
you to feel tbe Holy Gbost striviog witb your 
^pirit, and giving you grace to forget every 
tbing in tbis wofld, that you may better look 
upon tbe glorious beauties of beaven ? Have 
yöu yet feit tbe wonderfiil eflfect of grace work- 
ing witbin you, and telling you tbat you are 
no longer a cbild of destruction, but one of tbe 
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elect. ^ But, I beg pardon, brothc^-preacher^ 
I suppose you have been talking oji this sub*- 
jeet, so that I needr not ask any &rther ques- 
tions. If, however, I can be of any usetb ybu, 
Sir, I shall be very gläd, for though I be not 
a Scholar in camal knowledge, yet, by the 
grace of God, I am what I am ; and I think 
that grace and Inspiration are better than iail the 
larning and fine language that can be lamt at 
the' ünivBiirityk" 

When he had säid this, he plumed his little 
short squabby body, tumed up his eyes, and, 
insinuating one hand into his breast through an 
opening of his waistcoat, whilst the other was 
Aimbling in the left podoet' of his breeches, 
assumed all the air and importance of one who 
&ncied himsdf an inspired ieacher and a 
highly-gifted apostle. This consequence, how- 
ever, was considerably diminished, when ^^ the 
son of the Chorch,'' with calm and dignified 
air, as remote irom presun^ption as the other's 
was from true dignity, continued : 

*^ I came not here to question and dispute 
with you, nor any such, about matters of which 
you necessarily know nothing, except by name. 
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whatev^xaay be yonr pretensibns* Ignörance 
I pityi and am always ready to us^ my endea* 
vours tö instnict it; bat ignörance, which, 
whilst it puts on the döak of humility and reli~ 
giön, ivould be thought highly o^ I detest. 
And though I am aware that my words will 
have litde efiPect upon one who pretends to an 
inspiration that may be feit, and a grace that 
may be handled, yet I must inform you, and 
that with plainness and sincerity, that such 
assistance as yours erery conscientious minister 
of the Established Churcb, as well as mysel^ 
must despise." 

" I am glad you are here, reverend Sir,** 
said tibe sdck man, *^ to assist me in bearing up 
against tl^e hard mysterious advice of him an!d 
some others, which they have lately beeil trying 
to thrust upon me ; and to say the truth, I do 
sincerely beilieve they have made me very 
uneasy." Here the self-constituted teacher, 
manifesting great surprise, rejoined : 

^^ I only wanted to rouse you from the sleep 
of sin, and wake you to a sense of your uncon* 
verted stBte ; to stir up the stings of conscience, 
that you might feel alarmed at the daqger you 
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were in. I only wanted to show you, that if 
you did not tum, yöu must be damnied,^ aad in 
<M:der to do this, I thöugk it tlie best way tx> 
alärm your soul : indeed — '* 

" And yet," interrttpted the Doctor, " the 
great Author of our religion, and thepattem of 
all perfection, ^ never bruised the brdcen reed, 
nor quenched the smoking fiax;' that is, he 
nevuer terrified penitents out of their reason, nor 
carried dismay into the hearts of the contrite 
cHies. As his ways are mercy and goodness,' so 
were his teaching and instruction füll of gentle^ 
ness and love. And shall the pretaiders to 
taiigible inspiration, — ^ the abettors of irredist- 
ible grace, — the sdf-appointed preachers, -^ 
the blind leaders of the blind, take upon them- 
selves to 

* Deal damnation o'er the land 
On all they deem their foe?' 

* 

Instead of winning the penitent, and draw- 
mg him on by the true spirit of the Gospel,' to 
approach to that foüntain, where ^ every one 
that thirsteth may drink of the water of life 
without money and without price,' they render 
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him SO feeble, that like the impotent man at the 
pool of Bethesda,' he sees in vain the an^l of 
comfort descend. They either terrify hiSL'fieBi 

overdone appearance of religiffli» or lull him, 
if he only can make strong preteneoons, into a 
fiüse security of self-apjiointed salvation. And 
on this accomit it was that I wamed you against 
these quacks in ri&Ugion/' 

Dtp'ing these obsejfvadons the self-^^ointed 
preaeher, finding that it Was in vain to combat 
these home thrusts, or make any &jrther stay^ 
coatrived to slipaway, and the Doctor once 
more found himself alone with his patientL 

^^ Shall I repeat to you," enquiredhe, <<what 
I was saying, when the misguided zeal of your 
neighbour interrupted us ?" . 

" No, I thänk you," replied the sick man, 
^* I perfectly remember your instructions, and 
am only anxious to profit by them." 

^^ That being the case," continued the Doc- 
tor, ^^ let US now address ourselves to Him 
^ who gives the increase to whatever a Paul 
may plant, or an ApoUos may water;' for 
without his gracious assistance after we have 
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tumed to faim, all our Instruction and teaching 
will be ' as soutlding brass, or as a tinkling 
cymbal.' " 

*^ But let me ask," said the dck man, *^ höw 
can a poor creature, like me, hope tx> cA>t2un 
that assistance ?' 

** By asking for it humbly and sincerely/' 
continaed the Doctor ; ^* for has not the Sa^ur 
said, ^ Seek and ye shall find; knock aUd it shall 
be opened ; ask and yci shall reicdve ? I Will, 
tkerefore, beg yon to joäi me ifi pray^r, iilehüy, 
attentively, and devoütly/^ 

So saying, he drew from his pocket a boök, 
out of which he read such prayets as are pre- 
9cribed by the Church, and others which have 
been wrkten by some of h6r piou)i and most 
valuable members. 

When be had flnish^ and repeated his 
Instructions, he marked out ibr hini, to be read 
by some of his family, such pitesages ' in äie 
Scriptures, partioularly in the Psahns, as he 
deemed suilable at that thnei and having pro^ 
mised to repeat his Visit daily, he d^parted. 
Oa his way home, he met with sev^^ of his 
own parishioners, who, invited by the iineness 
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of the evel^g^ were ehfby^lng wiÜi their fimSie^ 
*a ivalk into the cotmtry. Instead of super- 
ciHoCLsdy jcrdgii^ such relaxatioh^ t)ie Döctcnr 
ezclanded to hiinisel^ ^^ Thh is, indeed, ä day öf 
rbst ! and Uippy they who ktkm mA doly vaiue 
die Oirii^ah Sübbath r 

A #eek had how passed ^^e the Doctx>^s 
first Visit, dtuing whi)ch timte he had ekpoüiided 
to him short pä^dges a^ii in(»ieiits iurhich Weire 
be^ ciftkulated tö ini^ire lAist in Ood, By 
exhibiting him in the character of a faSfitT äiad 
k friend) imd he had the isatisfibtion tb find 
that'his patiieht was pi^greiisively adVancing in 
the great wölrk df his oivn s^viition; His 
doübte and feär^ and glooiöiness dfmted, weife 
gradually sübsidiiig, and thou^ his strCTJgdi 
was imjfiottionftbly diminished, his trust in Ood 
grew titröhger and t)tr*onger9 and his fiuth wÄs 
etidtobed \^ a ttieeHblness of Ibbk kiid wbrds, 
which, whilst it yiislded coii^lätiöti tb Eds 
fttmily, ga^e ä blei^sed eämest äkt the grace of 
Ood PrB& ^Horking tidthin hini, iil a mild, iütiohal, 
]£Uid sil^t ttianner. 

Qh all occa^iöns 6f his visit, the wortUy 
bfbctoT ^as carieM tb call upbh the ättehtibh of 
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the whole family, and to point out tx) them the 
beautiful Operation of their blessed religion, 
which bestowed upon its true disdples a peace 
and serenity of mind, a cheerfiilness and resign- 
ation of disposition, which ^^ nothing earthly 
^ves, or can destroy." On one of these occa- 
sions, when the poor man had expressed him- 
self &r more happy than he could have sui^)osed 
he ever should have been made in so short ä 
Space of time, he concluded his observations 
with these words: — 

^' I am the more surprised that I should 
have put off this necessary searching into the 
heart, and holding communion with God, and 
I feel truly and sincerely penitent, that though 
I always kept myself from gross sins, I did not 
apply myself to the Fountain of all Good, to 
bless my endeavours. I now see the danger 
both of self-sufficiency, and the want of grati- 
tude in not giving God the glory/' 

** Yes, my friends," observed the Doctor, ad- 
dressing himself to them all, ^^ great is the 
danger of delay; and I hope the younger 
branches of this family will leam, from the 
example and words of their father, who will 
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soon be no more, to ^ remember their Creator 
in the days of their youth ;' and that the up- 
grown part of it will be put upon their guard to 
* seek the Lord, while he may be found,' lest 
the evil days come, when they will bitterly ex- 
claim, < that they have no pleasure in them/" 

" Oh, .my children/* said the penitent, with 
honest affection, and a sweet serenity, that 
lighted up his countenance with a heavenly 
look, ^^ if you value true happiness, and would 
die the death of a Christian, let me beg of you 
to live the life of a Christian. Begin it early, 
for God may not spare you as he has spared. 
me. Let me teil you, that tili I began to live 
unto him, I never knew what true pleasUre 
was — 1 never enjoyed such sweet cheerfiilness 
and comfort in the days of my health and 
strength as I now begin to experience, though 
laid Upon the bed of death, and exposed to 
want and sickness. Practise throughout your 
lives what I, alas! have only now leamt, and 
let your want of experience be made up by 
mine; ibr, remember, yes, I charge you, if you 
ever loved your &ther, never to ibrget his lasf^, 
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lu$; dy^ adyiceTtr.that iji you ysQjjiJA be happy, 
you ojflist he virtuous and reli^oq$,*' 

^at tfa^ poor man, was. ^sütiaji^sit^ *< yo9ir< fiildber 
meai^ l^fat joa must npt onjy ke^f, froiOL dis-. 
honestj, $weariiig, lyrng, aii4.8i^ M actjoos, 
lypt yqi^ ^ftf^ pi;actu^ love and ^arity tp. one 
9)^thei> ddng gopd as 1^ a^ you, cai^ aad 
l^i^^niig./ill thjngi» with <4ieerfa)ness mid xmff^h 
^jj^CT'— and all tjfi^ fropi ypmr IPTO of Qod. 
%^ ypijur &A|ejr's ^^tsitih which. n^ceassriLy 
4^}K^ nigb» and ^hich myst naturally afflict 
yojir fe^Jflgs, wj# \^ aj» opc^ipn, to. öy your 
tyij5|t in Q9d, apd ^^op yOtt« faith in the 
ÜffMCp of aipic^Qo^r If you b§(ff it patienljgr, 
SP4 ^ ^9?W W*> -«s ,t^e. lyho haye »o hope,* 
but a^ =^3brisi%iS) it i^ h^, a si)bjie^ tbat vill. 
tj^ tp y<g}f:.;§pjptuaj) g}[^. AboF^ all^ »evcr 

^ ^>JfW^^fm^S: ^^ sinc^jjely to GpA andi 
I}e wil^;gi¥<?,y»ii str^j^ to b«^ i^L ^Ua, nd 
ij^if t a}l t|^pl^9psr Mfß^^ Wffi the> guido oC 
3^1^^ Jüfep.]9ßd s^, iKitfc bply l^vjdi ' I aö; tbe» 
I^;:d aliif^s:)^^4e m^;. hß i». at. my ri^t hand^ 
t^§JTe§?fie j; ^^ wt gr^jyüy feil/ And the 
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omi^ijifstMpe pf al) Ulis will be an hat^tuuji 
r ^y<^Qnce %r every tjung hpky a^ul good ; wlucl^ 
irliilst it ^ffs^s^ inwiucd ßßltisfyu:!Öfin mi peace 
.tlM«Qi:^li y<Mur h^furt^. wiJJ fl^w itself i^. ypwr 
4^t^oiis, by ii^partiiig a steady «h^jeirfuUifi^s to 
aUyo^do», aj^ to all. you »^y; ache^i1^1mfl$ 
^uaUy r^QQ^ frpm iamqj^ h^t^ and mwofie 
js^eipf^ Fpr, ^ ^fifect. of Chwtiaoity^ w 
i^. oi4y tn^e <q^a|tioi9» iß ^ pf g0od}y <)mi- 
ü?]^ afud $iir^t pi^ace pf «oimi Po npjlii th^r^ 
foTi^ ]^ 1^ tpi si^^ppae» 1^ ^pfoaijg, .awtw^ K 
^ n^anni^rfi» aod wapt c^ spirit«» are ai)jr pi?P<^ 
by which to know the true folfa>wer^ of tiv^ 
^vioiw. Ha Iwaaelif ,9how^ no ^uch Wsh- 
jQess nor s)|ji£Eaes8 in Jua ooii^ii^ irbUst on ^rtb» 
On the po;atc$uy, 83 be ^a^ae ^ to gwde ua into 
a^ pf^aee^^ so bja e^pi^e, w^t it oh^c^ 
vic^ a^d ipomorality». was fuli pf ch^erfoliiess and 
tra^quilUty. Look, my young ^ienda, lopk np;i^ 
ußW yjo^ .fi^^ ; apd ^ofi^aatjhe State of hijs 
' Illind i|PW wit^ what it^ was a^ sbprt Ijimp 9go; 
then he was gloomy, and given to despondency ; 
g£faidf to di^ aod yet npt wjshing to Uvat now, 
|][e Is cjb^ei:]^ awl ftill of l^p^.; xmiy to rasj^ 
his; soi]I to, Qod^ wbp gare it» or s^i^t hiiQSiqlf 
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to whatever may be the disp^satioBS of bis 
<good providence. The idea of reti^on appear ed 
to bim beforei joined with terror and alarm; 
iiow it seems to him lovely and attractive : th^i 
it presented to him doubts and fears, nöw it 
fills him ^ with all joy. and peace in belieiTiiig.' 
^There wants but one thim? to crown his &ith 
«nd Jiope in God. aad cZty with his neigt- 
-bour, .and. that is^ what I expeot» now that 
we have lately conversed so much on die sub* 
ject, he will not be miwilling but radier anxions 
to perfonn. I mean his partaking of the Holy 
Communion." 

- *« Oh, sir," repUed the poor man, his eyea 
•swimming with tears, ^* how I long to share,- if 
it please you, in that holy feast, whidi I have 
too long neglected ; and fiir the first dme, eät 
cS the bread of life, and drink of the cup of 
blessing, as you have explained them to me. 
I do feel a great desire to do this, and then, 
if it be the Lord's will, I think I shall die in 
peace/* 

*^ Most gladly will I administer to you this 
happy means of grace,'^ answered the venerable 
Man of God; ** and I trust all those of yonr 
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fiuoiily who ought will partake of it with ybu ; 
for it is the anly appointed way by which we 
ensure salvation, if with a right mind we avaü 
onrsdves of it" The elem^its were now pro- 
duced, and bis wife and children, who were of 
proper age, partook in this rite of Christian 
love and Christian joy. 

Had an indifierent person witnessed this ami- 
aUe group) he must have feit an interest in it. 
Bat to the sight of a tme Christian it would 
fiÜBtly have pictored heaven. There stood the 
holy man«^here lay the sick and dying peni« 
tent^-and kneeling around, in mute devotion, 
the other branohes of his fiunily, who^ like the 
Aposdes, the n^ht in whidi Christ was be- 
tn^ed,' were eating, for the last time in this 
wörld, widi their ginde^ thdr gaardian, their 
&ther, and fiiend! The heart of infidelity 
would there have witnessed enough to move it 
fix)m its sel£-willed presumption, and the eye of 
sceptidsm might, in the contemplation df this 
scene, have forgotten to doubt. It was alto- 
gether a picture, which throws over the black 
shade of human fidlings and human misery, 
a Suspension from guilt, and a relief firom suf- 
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fering» whilst, at the same time» it Ufts tbe gross 
afiectioDs of earth to tbe divioe asfürations of 
heaveiu Even the blessed Angels, who jo^ in 
heaven over the sinner who repenteth» might 
ahnest have been supposed to be bovering tbere 
in mute delight and voüdering loye, each emu- 
lous who first should catch the parting spirity to 
waft it to '^ the bosom of ks Father and its 
God." 

Ere the dawning of. another sun, «itfaout a 
struggle or a groan, tbe heavenly essenoe had 
forsajken itsi nsortal tabemacle, and winged ifes 
ipUgbt to that plac^ ^^ whei^e tfaewicked cease 
from troubling, and the weaxy are at resf 

The Doctor having bjr cha^jce recounited tkis 
scene, and all its concomit^ts, in the bearing 
of bis. young friadl' Alexander Lorzaine, the 
latter, who. sometimeB coucted.tbe Nme, po»- 
duoed the foD^yßrmg ]iae&: t^ 

What sweet s^enity from viiitue Aqwfi ! 
How ti^e rapt soul wi^th dear cpntentnienl: glpws, 
That owns, Religion I thy delight&l power, 
Or in aiBiction's, or ei{|oyinent's boi^. 



JH^ ^XCa PKNITENT. 9 t 

As bropda the halcyon o'er the troubled wave. 
So qitt t^u prompt, and powerfiil to save; 
iluig (fex tbe surface of tbe raging deep 
A soothing calm, and bid us cea^ to veep ; 
Wxom soäfraw'a'e]^« wipe off the faÜmg tear, 
And make each trial by its triumph dear* 
Thou art oUrpbasiiig; thy endean^ig sway 
Diarobes. tbe night of gloom, and cheers the 

dajT; 
From Death's dark terrors thou canst man re- 

käse» 
Asd gU|i his mntai I^ur with joy and peace. 
Let those who doubt mark how £he Christian 

dißS:; 
Hope heamtenshuned in Us nplifted eyes, 
Faith bears him up, and Charity's $weet grace, 
Sheds reaigaatüfflP o*ier his woe^wom flu», 
WbiliQ'.luß) bat wocda the heiurenly tnith confess, 
B,SfJ^iQH.ffi>mxm6bBäffBg happinesK. 
T^Miks, gracions Heav^ I dty unremitted 

' PQWior 
Suppapte.my.scml. in thisappalling hour; 
Thy saisred mflue^ce-animates my heait, 
My hope in Thee enables me to pari 
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Resigned, from all the dearest joys on earth, 
For Thou shalt bring me to a second birth* 
Mark how the Christian dies whom Hearven 

sustains, 
Whilst writhes his aged trunk with mortal 

pains; 
And yet he glories not, save in the love 
Which vanquished Sin, and gentle as a dove 
Glides through the breast, and piloting the 

way, 
Winds on the progress of the perfect day; 
Draw near, my friends, reoeive my latest 

breath, 
Already quivering from the touch of death. 
O! be the love of Heaven your ceasdiesg 

care. 
And let the Book of Life-etemal share 
Your holy reverence, mix'd with sober fear ; 
Its soothing words the dullest heart can cheer ; 
In trying scenes they stead&st comfprt yield; 
Pleasure in health, in pain a sheltering shield : 
Aided by them, the soul's unshaken rock, 
The Christian braves temptation's ruthl^ssh 

shock, 
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And views unmoyed the direst ills impend ; 
Virtue his guide, and Christ his hope, bis friend. 
The tears of agony his Saviour shed, 
When heB's leagued honors burst aronnd bis 

Prevent the Pcnitent's. 

My strength decays, 
Why droop ye thus? Death can no terror 

raise 
Save to the wicked. Infidels may find 
Appalling terrors shake their guilty mind ; 
And who in life their God blaspheme, compel 
And court the goading stings and fires of 

heU. 
O shun their ways ; too late repentance wakes, 
When Death's chill hand the mortal hour-glass 

shakes. 
Be early wise, and what you fail to know 
Permit to him, from whom all blessings flow ; 
Blessings how great, oh, how divinely great ! 
Which I will praise whilst life's slow pulses 

beat. 
My term of days is o'er. See from the skies 
The blessed Angels beckon me to rise ! 
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I come, I come : my souI with transport swells^ 
And of unutterable pleasures teHs. 
I come ; the bodjr's grosser cares reded^ ; 
Bear, b6ar itie, Seraphs, with angelic sjpe^, 
To Abraham's bosom. Oh! 'tis sn^eötto die, 
For Death is swaUowed up ih Vtctöry 1^ 
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There is a feding atts^ding the Ameral of a 
felloW-moirtal, which pulsätes with sympathy 
in the heait of cViäry one, not wholly dead to a 
senSe of mottälity, 6r utterly abaiidohed to the 
grossness of seüsual indidgencies ; a feeling that 
caUs foirth,even in the most mitutored,reflections 
and liiaiXinfiS, which^ however höltiely, Isometimes 
«erve, like a filtering-vessel, to reime the thought^, 
fOid enxioble die understandihg. Who, indeed, 
dn ^löWing the mortal relna&üs of a child of 
eälfth cailried to ks klndred dust$ abd witnessmg 
the slow and unequal step of fhe moum^s, 
sabied in all the fiäbiliinefitis of woe, cän refräln 
eifher fit>n(l thinkihg on his oi^ ttiortality, or 
sympathiziilg iik the ^i6f WMdh he märks de- 
j^iC^d in the agonii^ feätü^es, ör heärs in the 
um^^tnäned and heai1>^earching sobs df a 
widow, an oi^hah, or a childleiss J)areilt? And 



96 THE UNITARIAN. 

who, BS the bell in deep and solemn tones speaks 
of death, can listen unmoved to the gracious 
words which commence our fiineral Service? 
^^ I am the Resurrection and the Life: whosoever 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live," is a most apt exordium for that awful 
occasion, which, whilst it soothes the wounded 
and acute feelings of the survivors, Ufts our ideas 
to contemplate the gracious mercies and saving 
love of God, and the heavenly blessings and 
never-dying condition ofthose ** who have fought 
the good fight, and finished their course in the 
Lord." The whole of that sublime Service is 
calculated in an especial degree to pour the 
bahn of consolation into the wounded mind, and 
elevate it, in heavenly mnsings, to the contem- 
platk>n of ^^ the Father of mercies and the 
God of all comfort." The dose and simple, 
yet sublime and dignified arguments of the 
Aposde, can never be listened to without exdu 
ing some throb of that <^ divinity which SÜts 
within US." And the solemn truth that rever- 
berates fr om the cofiin in a hollow and deadened 
sound, must awake the conviction that ^^ dust 
we are, and unto dust we must retum." 
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These sentiments forcibly siiggested them- 
selves to our pastor, on thejevening^on which 
was carried to the home of his fethers, the poor 
man, whose happy end he had been, next to the 
grace of God, the humble instrument in pro- 
moting. It was the hoiir of eve. The sun was 
sinkipg in all the sublimity of heavenly majesty, 
behind the westem hüls which reflected down 
their wood-crowned sides a shadowy tinge of 
mellowed purple. The bats were wheeling their 
drony fligbts, and the tinkling of the distant 
sheep-bell, like the welUng of a perennial foun- 
tain, sftole over the gale, and was heard at inter- 
vals, when paused the deep and echoing sounds 
of the village bell. All nature seemed reposing 
in breathless stillness, andHX>mplacent grandeur. 
And the glowing landscape called to the Doctor's 
remembrancethe Mowingstanzas, whicha friend 
of his had lately composed, in imitation of that 
beautifol production, < The Evening Beils/ 

That setting sun — that setting sun ! 
What scenes, since first its race begun, 
Qf varied hue, its eye hath seen^ 
Which are, as they had never been« 

H 
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That setting sun ! fiill many a gaze 
Hath dwelt upon its &ding rays, 
With sweet, according thou^t sublime^ 
In every age, and every clime ! 

'Tb sweet to mark thee, sinking slow 
The ocean's fistbled caves below. 
And when th' obscuring night is done, 
To see thee lise, sweet setting sun. 

So when my pulses cease to play> 
Serenely dose my evening ray, 
That I may rise, death's slümber done, . 
Glorious like thee, sweet setting sim l 

These stanzas, so consonant with the scene 
and occasion, the Doctor had scarcely repeated, 
as he stood leaning on the gate*post of the 
Church-yard, and contemplatipg the sun .im- 
merging from his sight, when he was accosteitl 
by one of his own parishioners, Mr. Hawke, a 
gentleman who lived in the enjoyment of a 
handsome income, and who, by his professlon as 
8 Solicitor of eminence, was daily increasing it 
He was a man of some reading, and of greater 
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benevolence ; but as a Unitarian, maintained re- 
ligious notions at direct variaxice with those of 
his Rector. They were, however, upon the most 
firiendly terms, and in the constant habit of 
meeting each other as well at theb: own houses, 
as at those of the neighboiirhood. Upon ihese 
occasions frequently Would the Doctor lead to 
the sutgect of theu: religious differences, and 
invite him to an inrestigation of theb' respective 
prmciples. He sought these opportunilies the 
more, not only that he might bring conviction 
of the truth of his own tenets to the mind of his 
neighbour, but that he might not lose such an 
example as Mr. Hawke was capable of aiFording, 
either for others to adopt his sentiments^ or to 
absent themselves from the Church. 

" Good evening to you, Doctor/' said he; 
•* I have been invited by the fineness of the 
weather to stroU as fiur as to yonder hill, and as 
I am on my retum to the town, I shall be ^ad 
if you are disposed or at liberty to accompany 
me. I look upon this meeting as fortunate in 
another respect; for as you know my solitary 
life as a badielor drives me to the necessity of 
readmg and reflecting mbre thaii perhaps I 
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otherwise should do, I have lately taken up what 
you have so often recommended to me, " Dr. 
Nares's Remarks" upoh the new Version ofthat 
Testament, which was some few years since 
published by those of our persuasion: and I 
candidly confess, that after some examination, 
I think the Doctor has made out a strong case 
against that translation, and has shewn good 
" cause for a new trial ;" but, besides this, he 
has Strang together so many counts in his in- 
dictment against the principles of it, that I know 
not whether judgment should not be pronounced 
against them. Still I cannot relinquish my former 
objections without another appeal to the Court of 
enquiry, nor before the impediments which dog 
up my way are more satisfactorily removed." 

*< Come, come, my good sh-," said the Doctor, 
" the prospect begins to clear ; the discharge of 
prejudice, and a thirst for impartial enquiry is 
more than half fighting the battle of conviction. 
Most eamestly do I wish the result may prove 
your admission of our principles. I desire this, 
chiefly because I would have you adopt a belief 
m religion which, it is the conviction of my own 
mind, Is the true one : and I desire it m the next 
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plscey because I foresee nothing fiirther to pre- 
vent our acquaintance firom merging into a real 
friendship/' 

. " Surely, Doctor/* said he, " you do not 
mean to say that a man of your well-known 
liberality of mind, can withhold your fnendship 
from another because he happens to dififer from 
you on a few points of a religion, in the belief 
of which so many, nay all may be mistaken." 

" Why," r^lied the Doctor, ** if I answer 
you as a man, I must reply, that to all I am ac- 
cessible, and refiise not to be made acquainteJ 
with any one. But as a Christian minister and 
a member of the Church of England, I mus^ 
pause before I admit into a closer intimac^, the 
professed advocate of a System (I will not call 
it of religion) which has for its object to rob 
the Godhead of its majesty, and Divinity of 
its prer(^tive." 

^^ Excuse me, Doctor," replied Mr. Hawke ; 
f ^ I cannot comprehend you ; and it is a part of 
my principles, not to give assent to any thing 
which I cannot understand." 

^^ I am aware that all who are, and profess 
themselves to be Unitarians," continued the 

H 3 
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Doctor, ^* lay ^eat stress on their understand-* 
iiig, and affirm that wbat is not intelligible to 
them, they will not admit." 

*^ And surely^ Doctor, this is fponded on 
reason, which has been given to us by our 
Crtetor^for theiioblest purposes ^ toinvestigate, 
to search» and to give credit where it is found 
to be due. lUse, why should that spark of im- 
mottality, which assimilates us to God, havö 
been implanted in us, if we are not permitted 
to employ it, in. the exercise of thoüght and 
judginent'' . 

: " In this respect," r^lied the Doctor, " I 
will chime in with you, and become a Unita« 
rian — butif you assert that- reason, which is 
Ute ^e of the sonl, is to be employed as an 
agent to supplant, in tts a^iring ambition, the 
will, the counsel,^the,wisdom of 6od, I must 
di^ from you, and declare myself a dissenter. 
But further, I w^l. take you upon your own 
ground, and argue the matter tm your own data. 
Laying aside revelation for the present, we will 
first discuss the subject on the prindple of 
reason. And first, you say that it is unworthy 
the Operation of the soul, to assent to what it 
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caimot understand : allow me to ask you, dö you 
beüeve that you have a soul ?' 

" Assuredly !" 

^' Mas it Operations, or certain fiinctions to 
perform ?* 

^« Undoubtedly." 

^* Is it also your belief that it outlives the 
body?* 

'^ This indeed is my Kope and belief/' 

^^ And what, iriay I ask you, are the compo- 
nent parts of yoursel^ or the individual man ?'' 
* " Without doubt, body and soul." 
* " And now,*' contiiiued the Doctör, " that 
you have feifly admitted-all this, allow me still 
to extend my questions. You say, you have a 
soul; that it operates or pei^rms certain fimc- 
üoDs; that it outlives the body; and that the 
body aiid soul constitute the component or prin-. 
cipal parts of man : you say also, that it is un- 
worlhy your reason to beUeve what you cannot 
comprehend. Can you theh inform me in what 
mfimner the body and soül are joined, so that 
whibt the former exists, they act in unison, and 
wh^ it dies, the other outlives it? Can you 
cmnprehend how the actions of the soul are re- 
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gulated, whilst it is combined with the body? or 
whither it goes, when disentangled from it? 
If you can give me Information an these topics, 
you will oonfer a favour upon me." 

" Really, Doctor, your enquiries have been 
so rapid, and so voluble, that I have not had 
time to answer to your cross-questioning, I 
know I have a soul, but cannot teil how it is 
combined with the body." 

** And yet you beüeve it, Mr. Hawke ?* 
. ** I do," he replied« . 

*^ See then your inconsistency, my good Sir^^ 
oontinued the Doctor; ^^ you insinuated that 
you would not admit the Trinity, because you 
could not comprehend it; because you could 
not imagine how three persons can be one ; and 
yet, for it would be vain and impious to deny 
it, you believe you have a soul and body, and 
reason or mind, and that these three are 
so intimately connected, that they cons.titute 
one wkole. Here is, by your own confes- 
sion a reftitation, of your darling prindple^ 
and you are by your own verdict nonsuited. 
Now look at that glorious luminary which 
frets the canopy of heaven with living fire ; it 
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is no unapt Symbol of the Trinity; for is it not 
composed of its bddy, light, and heat, and do 
not these three oonstitute one Sun ? Mark that 
lovely Star of chaste and liquid light ; and con- 
template the many gems of worlds, which stud 
the robe of night; and teil me, if your compre- 
htosion can take in or understand how these 
things are, or your boldness assert, that they 
are not ? Philosophers have told us the means, 
and Christians know the Author of fill this 
beauty and utitity ; but they have not heen able 
to discover (for that is above their reach) how 
these means are formed; But do they, there^ 
fore, doubt or question it? There are many 
Operations of Nature^ too, which are visible to 
the eye of the most common observer; and yet 
so secredy and mysteriously performed, that they 
cannot be comprehended« What is it, for in- 
stance, that gives motion and effect to this even- 
ing gale^ which robs those verdant pastures of 
their sweetness? Whence is it, or whither 
goes it ? We know not ; yet we may not doubt 
its existence." 

** I certainly am at a loss," said Mr. Hawke^ 
^^ to answer these questions satis&ctorily, änd 
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must admit soine inconsistency in my first 
Position. But if one count of my indictment 
be rejected, I have others which will have 
weight enough to cast the wliol6 chai^ against 
you. The Scriptures, which we all admit to 
be the word of God, never offce mention the 
Trinily, and consequently give no Warrant for 
our admitting it as an aiticle of belie£ How 
canyou explain tlus ?' 

<^ Your Position,'' replied the Doctor, *^ here 
v&prim&facie right, but yoor conseqnence is er- 
roneous. That the word < Trinit}^ is never found 
in them» I allow ; but that the doctrine of it is 
not warranted, I will maintain to be älse. But 
the word ' Trini^ is found in the Christian 
writers, who had opportunities of deriving their 
Instruction from the disdples of the Aposües 
themselves ; and this was a fiill Century before 
the author of Unitarianism, Arius, promulgated 
his presumptuous doctrines. In the y&pj be- 
ginning of the Bible, the idea of the Trinity is 
shadowed, and there are many passages in 
which the Ahnighty is represented as speaking 
of himself in the plural number." 

^^ But, Doctor, might not this be after the 
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mtmner of Potentates, who, when speaking of 
themsebres,: use theplural form?*' interrupted 
ibe Splicitor» 

^^ I cannot admit a oonclusiDii so derogatory 
tQ the majesty pf God," said the Doctor. ^^ It 
i& altc^ether impious to make any thing mortale 
the Standard by which to measure tliat which 
is immortal. But supposing this to be so, whicb 
I cannot possibly allow, hov comes it, that the 
inspired penman addresses hun m the satne 
styißj which I cad abundantly prove he does, in 
wlüch Giod is represented as Jehovah or 
Elohun,-<^a word mdicative o£ plurality, but 
haidng firequently a singukur reference. These 
authorities may. be found in most of the 
wiiters who haye written against your spi- 
ritoal dients/' 

" Hien let me ask,'* said Mr. Hawke, ** how 
it happaied that the Triune Divinity was not 
manifested as such to the Hebrews ? Or why 
was he not revealed so openly to aU, that there 
could be no question whatever about it?^ 

^^ I. cannot, perhaps, give you a better answer 
to these questions," continued the Rector, ^^ than 
by asking you, why God did not in his com- 
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munications by Moses, reveal clearly and un- 
equivocally to the Jews, the Gospel scheine of 
redemption, and the certainty of the resurrec- 
tion, which in the person of Jesus Chnst was 
fiüly established? I apprehend, that even.in 
this, if we trace the analogy of God's dealings 
with his sinfiil creatures, we shall find, that the 
knowledge of himseli^ which he has imparted. 
to . US, has been like all other knowledge, pro- 
gressively given. And that the doctrine of the 
Resurrection was folded up in the ccmmiiiiii- 
cations of God to the Isiaelites, ourSavioor 
himself asserts, when he asked the Jews if ihey 
had not ^ read that which was spoken unto 
them by God, saying^ I am the God of Abra» 
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the Grod of . 
Jacob? Gt)d is not the God of the dead, but 
of the KviBg.' Thus that doctrine, which was 
obscurely revealed to the Israelites by Moses, 
was publicly asserted by our Saviour, and if 
you read the history of the earlier ages of the 
worl<^ you will also find, that what was fiuntly' 
shadowed in the time ol the Patriarchs was 
more clearly shewn to the Prophets, and by. 
them revealed to the World ; tili at length» in 
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a sure and unerring course» the day-star rose on 
high, and the era of the Gospel manifested 
more lucidly the hidden things of old. But not 
too dazzlingly« . For mark the sun« At first, 
we see the fiunt dawning of day-break, tili rising 
gradually he dispels the shades, and at length 
shines in aU the splendour of noontide glory. 
But even of this luminary so brilliant, and so 
beneficial, we know but ki part. It is only firom 
a distance that we can view and contemplate it. 
I^ constituted as we now are, we were by any 
power able to draw nearer to it, we are certain 
that its excess of heat and splendour would 
overwhehn us. In like manner, if he, who de- 
clared his name to be / 1 Am that I Am,' (which 
impUes the Trinity) and who allowed himself to 
be revealed progressively, were to shew himself 
to US, finite mortals, in all his power of immor» 
tality and greatness, as he is, we should be lost 
and confounded, and overwhelmed, and imable 
to understand or comprehend him« * ICnown 
unto him are all his works,' and man not least 
unknown. Ünto whatever excellence of know- 
ledge then, man can attain either of his own, 
or the nature of the Godhead, that knowledge 
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has Jehovah placed within his reach. Butthat 
which is solely spiritual he has, m the ftilness 
of his wisdom, reserved for him, when dirested 
of mortality, he shall be wholly sphitaaL Else, 
what exercise of faith could he have ? What 
merit in believing in his God, his Saviour ? 
No ; the comprehension of this is reserved for 
Heaven alone." 

' *^ But, my dear Sir, you are only giviQg 
reasons for a mystery, which you. have not 
yet established," said Mr. Hawke. 

" Were not the subject mysterious," replied 
the Doctor, " there would be no need of e^ta- 
blishmg it. But having answered your que»^ 
tioh why the Trinity was not revealed, I will 
now, passing by the elear änd luminbus jpre- 
dictions of the Prophets^ and the various types 
of Christ and the Christian verity, under the 
Jewish dispensation, bring you to the proo& con- 
tained in the New Testament ; which I will do 
under three considerations." 

" Be so good then," «aid Mr. Hawke, ** to 
State them in order ; for the number three is 
ominous, and might perhaps only end in unity 

** Well," said the Doctor, smiling, ** you 
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shall be accommodated. But befof e I do this, 
you will, I hope, acknowlege that there is one 
Gody and will have no objection to bis being 
tenned the Father." 

" Certainly," replied Mr. Hawke, ** this is 
jthe key-stone of our belief, tbat there is one 
Qody call liim Jehovah, or Ahnighty, ov 
Father." 

^^ This being premised,f' continued the 
jDoctor, *^ my first consideration will regard the 
Son, that he is God; my second, the Holy 
Ghost, that he is God ; and my third wiUprove, 
that these three Gods are one God." 

^' Your arrangement is clear enough, Doctor," 
Said his opposer, ^^ and is, in &ct, what your 
Trinity is, three separate and distinct Beings^ 
without the power of Unity." 

" Prejudge not, my good Sir," said the 
Doctor ; ^' for you are well aware, that the law 
holds no one guilty, tili trial has been had and 
judgment passed. And first, in respect of the 
Son. It is an axiom, that he who gave life^ 
can alone restore it. Now, that God is the 
Father and Giver of life is certain, and that he 
is the only one, who in his Qwn proper right can 
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restore it, must be manifest to all, inasmuch as 
that which could not Hve before it had ex- 
istence, cannot restore it, when that existence 
is lost." 

*^ Your hypothesis is piain enough," said 
Mr. Hawke ; '^ but how you will be able to make 
this bear upon your present purpose, I know 
not, except by keeping us in talk during the 
remainder of the walk." 

" My purpose," said the Doctor, " is to 
assert and prove that our Saviour had this 
power, which God alone can have, and that he 
actually exercised it, during his ministry on 
earth, we.leam from his recalling the widow-s 
s6n to life — restoring, when dead, Jairus's 
daughter — and resuscitating Lazarus, when ^ he 
had lain in the grave four days.' " 

I beg pardon," uitem^>ted Mr. Hawke, 

diis power was possessed by Elijah, who re^ 
stored the widow's son to life at 24arepta. This 
is a case in point to render nugatory your ar- 
gument There is also another, in which 
St. Peter is represented as restoring life to 
Dorcas." 

<^ I acknowledge the truth of these miracles," 
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replied the RectXH* ; ^^ but nuist düFer with you as 
to the authority by whkh they were done. In 
both instances, the Prophet and the Apostle are 
represented as stretching themselves on the dead 
bodies. And Elijah thrice called upon God, 
(an oblique hint at the Trinity,) that life might 
be restored. Both these were the means ; they 
evidently were only agexits. But Christ of his 
own authority says, * / say unto you arise;* 
and the dead hear and obey his voice. Laza- 
rus, in£)lded in the grave, he again authorita- 
tively conunanded to come forth, and the grave 
instanüy gave forth its victim." 

" But you will remember," observed Mr. 
Hawke, ** that in your latter instance, we find he 
prayed to his Fäther." 

" He did so," promptly answered the Doctor, 
** but not for power to perform this miracle. It 
was a prayer of thanksgiving, that his power, his 
divinity, and mission, had now an opportunity 
of being manifested to men. Here, then, are 
three instances, in which Jesus Christ restored 
life as it was lost, and that, too, by his own in- 
herent power, which power belongs only to 
God. , But, though I fairly might, I will not 
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rest the divinity of Christ on this argument 
alone. You shfdl hear himself — ' Destroy this 
temple,' said he to the Jews, ^ and in three days 
will I raise it up again.' By temple, as we leam 
from the Evangelist, he meant his body; and 
that his body did rise again on the third day is, 
to all who acknowledge the truth of the Gospel, 
as well authenticated as any other of his actione 
And that his body was raised by himself, we 
Gonclude not only irom this passage, but from 
these words, — * My Father loveth me^ because 
I lay down my life, that I might take it again* 
No man taketh it from me, büt I lay it down of 
myself : I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take h again.' Here is the most 
positive evidence from the mouth of him,' ^ who 
spake as man never spake,' that he Imnself was 
God. In the next place, when the Almighty 
revealed himself to the Israelites, the title by 
which, he informed Moses, he was to be ad«- 
dressed, was, ^ I Am that I Am ;' and this was 
in an especial manner peculiar to himself^ in«- 
volving, as it does, the complete idea of the 
Trinity. Had Christ been a mere mortal, how 
highly soever gifted, even beyond the endow- 
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merits öf an Angel, is it to be supposed that he 
would have assumed this title to hunself ? Yef 
thts he does in seyeral places, of which I shall 
now, for the sake of breyityy mention but these : 
* Before Abraham was /-4»i.'— * Whenye have 
iift up the Son of Man, then shall ye know 
I Am! — * If ye believe not that / Am^ ye shall 
die in your sins.'" 

^* What can be a more clear or imdisgüised 
acknowledgment of his equality with the Father 
than his reply to Philip, asking him to show his 
disciples the Father? — * Have I been so l<Mig 
dme with you, and yet thbu hast not known 
me ? — [And again in anbther place, * He that 
hath seen me, hath seen the Fath^ ?' — How 
will you recondle the decläration of Christ, 
that < he and his Father are one,' if you deny 
his Gk)dhead, and detract firom his Divinity? 
^ You neither know me,' was his Observation 
to the Jews, ^ nor my Father : if ye had known 
m^ ye would have known my Father also.' — 
' If God be glorified in the Son, God shall 
glorify him in himsel^ and shall straightway 
glorify \&tck! — ^ He that hateth me, hateth my 
Fathei* also.' — ^ Now have they both seen and 

I 2 



116 THE UNITARIAN. 

hated bath me and my Fathen' — In all which 
instances he assumes to himself equality with 
God, which as a man he could not have done, 
without the greatest presumption. Or how 
could he have called, as we read he did, the 
temple of God his house, if he were not in 
reality what we believe him to be, the Son of 
God, and God himself?" 

** But if he were God," exclaimed Mr. Hawke, 
*^ how comes it that he died ? and that bef^ 
he died he was fdmost overwhelmed with 
agony?" 

** Here, again, the answer is, I think, quite 
sadsiactory," replied the Docton ^< As man he 
died, as man he sü£fered, as man he prayed. 
But as God, he is ^ the Resurrection and the 
Life.' In him, humanity and divinity were so 
closely united and blended, that ^ he bore the 
iniquities of many, and madeintercession fot 
the transgressors.' Without blood, no ranisom 
could be paid. None but God could mediate 
with God; and none but man could mediate 
£br man. So then, as the miiid is the organ or 
mediator between the body and soul, receiving 
ks impressions from the form^, and its nature 
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from the latter, so Christ, uniting in himself 
the nature of the aflGended and the o£fender, as 
the one, could <»ily exact punishment ; and as the 
other, could alone pay the penalty of our trans- 
gressiqns. And in respect of his sufiperings, par- 
ticularly in the garden, when his pores wept 
blood, consider, as he himself confessed, it was 
* the hour and power of darkness;' that is, aU 
the mightiness of hell was then arrayed in acttre 
war&re against him. His divinity could not be 
but deeply sensible of the important office then 
to be perfonned, and of the inunense weight of 
sins then to be carried, and expiated by him«- 
self alone. In proportton, then, as his divinity 
was infinitely more excell^it, so did his mor- 
tality more acutely suffer, beyond any thing 
that mere humanity cpuld conceive* In * this 
trayail of his soul,' then, he suffered ^ the chas- 
tisement of our peace, and on him was laid the 
ini^uity of us all.' I äcknowledge this is. diffi- 
cidt to be understood, but the difficulty is not 
therefore to exdte doubt; rather to raise our 
fidth, that as ^ we now see through a glass darkly,' 
we shall one day behold and know Jehovah as 
heis. But I äee we are drawing nei^^ the eiid 
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of ^ur walk, I will therefore leave the proof 
of Christ's diidnity, withoüt adducing fiirther 
evidence, with which almost every page of the 
Gospel would supply me«" 

'^ You cannot, I think, advance any argu- 
ments more weighty thaii you have already 
done, in defence of the second person of the 
Trinity," said Mr. Hawke$ " will you then 
&vour me with your pleadings for the third and 
last person?" 

*^ The arguments for the divinity of the 
Holy Ghost lie within a nanrower compass," 
continued the Christian Advocate, ** because the 
previous points being established, there only re- 
mains one person to constitute the triune God- 
heady and that person must be the Holy Spirit.'' 

'^ You cannot surely mean, Doctor, to rest 
your defence of the third person on this basis 
alöne," said his Opponent 

** No, Sir,** he replied, " why should I, when 
even the annunciation of the Angel to the Virgin 
fiimisheis me with an unanswerable argument for 
flie Godhead of the Spirit? < The Holy Ghost,' 
were the words of his message, * shall come upon 
tfiee, aiid the power of the Highest sh^ over- 
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sfaado\r thee ; therefore also that holy tbing 
which shall be bom of thee, shall be called the 
Son of God.' Now, if the Virgm conceived by 
the overshadowing of the Holy Ghost, her off- 
spring woiild be the child of the Holy Ghost; 
but the Angel said, therefore, * it shall be called 
the Soü of God/ Consequently, ünless the Angel 
were as mcohsistent an arguer as modern Soci- 
nians are, the Holy Ghost and Crod are one and 
the same. 

<^ Again, the Saviour, when consoling his dis* 
ciples on the prospect of his approaching death, 
saysy ^ If I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again.' — * And I wül pray the 
Fäther. aiid be will cdve you anöther Comforter, 

Spirit of Truth/ — And immediately afier, lest' 
they should mistake, he ädds, ^ J will not leave 
you comfortless, Iwiü come to^yoM.*— By which 
it is manifest, that he and the Comforter, or 
Holy Spirit, are one. And as the Holy Ghost 
has been proved to be Gbd, and the Son, Grod« 
these three are all one and the same God« 

*^ As the Comforter, also, was to abide with the 
Saviour's foUoWers for ever, so does be prooiise, 
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that he will bö with them always, * even unto the 
ead of the world.' Add to which, the dreadfiü 
punishment denounced against blaspheming the 
Holy Ghost. And that the Aposdes' looked 
upon him as God, is clear, fix>m that saying 
recorded of St. Peter to Aimanias, vhen he 
reproved hun for having attempted to lie unto, 
or deceive, the Holy Ghost, which he tenned 
* a lying unto God.* " 

** And now, Doctor," said Mr.Hawke, *' as 
we are just upon entering the town, be so kind as 
to make your argument as short as you ean, by 
explaining to me yoiu* last consid^ration." The 
Doctor contiiiued. 

*♦ As, then, these three are respectively and 
individually Grod, so are thqr all one. This we 
leam from a text applied by Isaiah as the words 
of God, by Christ to himself, and by St Peter 
to the Holy Ghost. And, moreover, Jesus, when 
speaking of the Comforter, which he had al- 
leged to be the same as himself, said, ^ If a man 
love me, he will keep niy words ; and my Fäther 
will love him, and 'we (that is, the Comforter, 
Jesus, and God,) will come unto him, and make 
pur abode with him/ And, lastly, the command 
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of Christ to his disciples, that they should ga 
and ^ teadi all nations, and baptize them in the 
name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost' By which, as they are in the Apostle's 
benedictton, they are all put on a level; and as 
bapdsm was a dedication unto God, those three 
perscms are one God. But how they are imited 
it is beyond the power of man to compr^end. 
It is enough for him to be convinced of his own 
inability to understand his own nature, and what 
is manifest in the works of nature daily before 
his eyes. Let this, then, make him humble; 
and, above all, cause him to he circumspect, that 
he become not an idolater, ^ by setting up his 
idols in his heart, and putting the stombling- 
block of his iniquity before his face,' which aU 
those most assuredly do, who &shion the Image 
of God after theu* own understanding, and give 
him a form, a shape, and nature, suited to their 
own gross comprehensions." 

They had now reached the town, when Mr. 
Hawke, making a stand, —^ 

^' Doctor," Said he^ ^^ I am under the neces* 
sity of leaving you here, as I have an engage- 
ment which takes me from the direction in 
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which you are proceeding ; believe me, I speak 
with sinceiity, when I say that I am likely to 
derive essential benefit firom our interesting dis- 
cussion this evening; andwhea I have reflected 
more upon it, I may probably trouble you to 
enter upon it again, not as a matter of curiosity 
or idle speculation, but as most important to the 
conifort and satis&ction of my mind: for I 
assure you I higfaly appredote yoür feelings to» 
wards me/' So saying, he shook hands and 
departed. 

The Rector, upon reaching home, ordered 
tea in his library, and sat for some tone drink- 
ing it in the silent enjoyment of his own reflec- 
tions. He pondered much on the conversation 
which had passed in his way to the town, and 
likie most men upon such öccasions, now thought 
of arguments which he inight more strongly 
have adduced to serve his purpose, but he con- 
tented himself with the intention of addudng 
them upön the next opportünity that ofiPered 
itself. From the contemplation of this, his 
mind reverted to the poor man's fimeral which 
he had attended ; th^re was somethihg that had 
Made a deeper Impression upon him thail usual. 
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The piain simplicity änd calnmess of a villace^ 
b.Jl„d ;Zerii% «ruck bis W^ ^ 
slow tolling of the rustic bell — the quiet pre- 
paration of the venerable clerk for the due 
reception of the living and the dead — the pio? 
turesque appearance of the unsabled mourners 
foUowmg slowly the corpse through the windings 
of thelanes in the valley below ; in short, every 
thing i^peared so quiet, so natural, and so unos- 
tentatious, so unlike what he daily visited in his 
cfwn parish, where there was such a constant 
attempt at idle show, such an evident display of 
vain pomp and empty pageantry, that he couid 
not be insensible to the contrast. Besides aU 
this, he had been Struck with the air of serious* 
ness which feil upon the spectators, among 
whom such occurrences were unconunon ; such 
a dead stillness among the hearers sitdng and 
gazing upon the bier, which lay before them 
whilst listening to the solemn service. These 
things crowded upon his mind, and disposed 
him to serious reflection; and that he might ^ve 
way to such mental enjoyment, he drew fcom 
. his bookcase his large quarto prayer-book, and 
read again, and pondered upon the beauties of 
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the Service. Ashetumedtotheconcludingpagey 
he found a printed paper which had been long 
placed there, containing a poetical paraphiase 
bf St. Paul's qiisde, which he had himself for- 
merly written as a College exercise. Of all 
writing that surely is the most difficult which 
aims at clothing the Scriptures in language 
more beautifiil than that in which they are 
already clad ; and no attempt of this nature can 
well be successfol : yet, as the Doctor's mind 
was absorbed in the subject, he could not refrun 
from correcting this efiusion of his earlier dayfi^ 
that he might bring it still closer to its original, 
and by that means give it the reflection of the 
only beauty of which it was susceptible. 

From the lowgrave has Christ now rais'd his head 
To tow*r in heav'n— the first-firuits of the dead, 
For since by man's transgression, death was 

giv'n, 
By man, Sfdvation was redeem'd in heay'n, 
For as through Adam, all men death derive, 
E'en so in Christ, shall all be made alive. . 
But each in order — to the kindred skies . 
The first-fruits, Christ — thenshallhisfiiith&l tise» 



THE UNITAKIAN. 125 

Nextcomes the end, when, he, in judgment-hour, 
Heaven, eaxth, and hell, and mightiness and 

power, 
First subject to his universal sway, 
Shall at the Father's feet his sceptre lay. 
For not tili all shall own his strength divine, 
Shall he the empire of the world resign; 
E'en death, the last, the mighüest foe of all, 
To crown his triumph, shall his arm enthral. . 
But when the Prophet sang — " That Christ 

must reign . 
" 'Till all his foes beneath his feet were slain :" 
He did not mean by this supreme command, 
,That God was govem'd by Messiah's band; 
For He himself e£Pected this defeat. 
And Uud the foe beneath Messiah's feet« 

And when all things shall be subdu'd to God, 
The Son, as man, shall answer at his nod ; 
Before his pres^ice eVry power must fall, . 
That God the Father, may be, God in all / 
Else what shall. they, who in their earliest youth, 
Have died to testify this glorious truth? 
What great reward have they reserv'd in störe, 
If so it be^ — The dead shall lise no more? 
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Where's the inducenient that can lead them still, 
fiy such a &ith, to seek for such an ill ? 
And if 'tis &lse, that we again shall rise, 
Why should we sufferings fbr ourselves devise ? 

I swear by all the joy my soul can gire, 
Which your belief in Christ has made to live ; 
That preaching doctrines of a fiiture State, 
Threatens me daily with a nmrder*d( iate. 
If when at Ephesus this tnithl gavii, 
That Christ shall raise all mortals &&m the 

grave, 
And the vile custom of the barb'rous age, 
Compell'd wild beasts to fight me in their rage, 
What aid, what comfort, could such sufTrings 

give? 
Unless 'twere true — that all the dead shall live; 
Those sad delusive dreams were surely best 
Which lull the thoughüess to oblivious rest :' 
^^ Live while we may, to-morrow seals our 

dooin, 
<* And nought but darkness lies beyond the 

tomb.** 
Be not deceived ! -— Conununications vain 
Taint e'en the purest, with comiption's stainJ 
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Awake from sin ! — Arise &om fancy's dream; 
Let — " Christ now. risen" — be your constant 

theme! 
If this great tnith your ignorance deny, 
Know, that your blindness veils the Deity; 
He who created can revive the framei— • 
Oh think on this! and hide your heads with 

s^ame! 
But some M^ill say — How can the dead arise, 
And be transported to the further skies ? 
But if the fiiture can the past revise, 
What kind of body from the grave shall rise ? 
What fools are ye I to urge such vain disputes, 
Nature, the.hand of God, yoür.words refiitea; 
The seed thou sowest, rots within the earth, 
Before the plant is quicken'd to its birth, 
And what thou sow'st, is not that body sown, 
Which shall appear, when all the plant is 

grown; 
No : 'tis bare grain, without a stalk or blade^ 
Which nature &shions to a verdant glade; 
But a new body God is pleas'd to give 
To ev'ry proper seed he makes to live. 

Again, the power of God is well defin'd^ 
In various bodies of the camal kind ; 
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All flesh is not the same — for flesh of man 
Experienced change, when that of beasts began ; 
To various species, various kinds were given, 
As well to fishes, as the fowls of heav'n. 

But this exalted pow'r is clearer found,. 
In all the planetary System round ; 
Nor is it Less to be discem'd on earth. 
In bodies springing from terrestrial birth : 
Celestial orbs a difiPrent nature own, 
To the dark substance of an earthly stone ; 
The glorious smi exceeds. in dazzling light 
The paler lustre of the orb of night, 
And yet the moon a brighter light appears, 
Than that which twinkles from the lesser 

, spheres; 
So shall the souls come forth from death's dark 

night, 
But each endowed with diff^rent shades of light. 

And though that body in sepulchral gloom, 
Was^made a prey to reptiles of the tomb, . 
Yet when reviv'd, corruption shall restore . 
Its crumbling wealth — for death shall be no 
more ! 

And though that body was by death disgrac'd. 
And mortal sin its mortal frame defac'd, 
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Yet when reviv*d, disfaohonr shall restore 

Its former grace — ^for deäth shall be no mpre ! 

Aiid though that bödy was in weakness sown. 
And age and sickness mark'd it for their own, 
Yet when reviv'd, disease shall then restore 
Its active pow'rs — for death shall be no more ! 

And though that body was by tiature driv'n, 
By camal wants to seek supplies from heav'n, 
Yet when reviv'd, God shall himself restore 
Its heav'nly soul — for death shall be no more ! 

In these two stages of existing fate, 
God shall make perfect man's intended State ; 
For though on earth a nat'ral frame was giv'n, 
It shall be spir'tual in the realms of heav'n ; 
So thus 'tis written: — Man derives his birth^ 
From the first Adam's life-existing earth ; 
WTiose camal body with the soul combin'd, 
Sustain'd bis being, and upheld his mind : 
But the last Adam who the Just inspires 
With spir^tual bodies, and divine desires, 
Was made a spirit which shall soon. revive 
Their sleeping dust, to save their souls alive : 
Still be it known, what triith cannot disguise, 
That mortal bodies first in order rise ; 

K 
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Then comes the second, to prepare the soul, 
To meet that being who shall make it whole. . 

The first man, Adam, had his mortal birth, 
From the mere substance of this lower eardi ; 
The second man — the Lord fix>m yonder skies 
Did from the essence of the Spirit rise ; 
As Adam was^ when sm oontriv'd his fall, 
Just so the wicked shall appear to all ; 
And as Christ is, now perfect and divine. 
So shall the glory of the righteous shine, 
For as they bore man's earthly form below, 
The best adapted to this world of woe»; 
So shall they wear that heav'nly form of love, 
The better suited to the joys above ! — 

Brothers and men ! — By yonder heav'n I 
swear, 
No mortal body can inherit there ; 
For how shall aiight, defiled by earth's alloy 
Bliss incomiptible in heav*n enjoy ? 
Behold ! a secret truth I now.foredoom, 
Some righteous bodies shall not see the tomb ; 
Biit when confusion shall the world derange, 
These bodies, Christ shall, in an instant, change ; 
Or ere the eye can twinkle — ^when the soüind 
Of the last tnmip shall life disperse around ; 
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And they who live m that appalling houf 

Shall chaJnge their nature, and exalt their power ; 

Cormptive bodies müst that day put on 

The undefiled garb of incorruption ; 

And thbse now mortal must that moment be 

Array'd in splendid immortality ; 

So when corruption shall be deck'd by fate, 

In incorruption's everlasting State ; 

And this now mortal shall at once display 

Immortal splendour and immortal sway ; 

The Prophet's words shall then accomplish'd be, 

That " Death is swallow'd up in victory !" — 

Freed from disease the perfect then shall sing, 

** Where is thy vict'ry, grave, where death, thy 

sting?" 
The sting of death is sin, the only pain 
The darts of death can bring upon the slain; 
For by the poison of this fatal sting, 
The law brought curses on its mortal wing. — 

For ever blest be that Almighty God, 
Who conquer'd these by his correcting rod ; 
For sin and death, the grave and legal curse, 
Our blessed Lord shall vanquish and disperse ; 
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Therefore, my brethren, since ye now are led •. 
To know that Christ will surely raise the dead ; 
And that the righteous in the realms above 
Shall be rewarded with immortal love ; 
Be firm, be sted&st, in that soiind belief, 
For fiiture joy shall crown all present grief ; 
Here then on earth, the works of God maintain, 
For know, such labour shall not be in vain. — 
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CLERICAL CONFERENCE. 



Dr. Freeman, from the extent of bis parish 
and the multiplicity of its duties, had always 
required the assistance of a Curate ; and of all 
his cleriofd arrangements, that of procuring an 
assistant, whose views and sentiments accorded 
with his own, was the most difficult to one, who^ 
in his Situation, feit called upon to make such 
a choice as while it should satisfy himsel^ should 
be no less pleasing to the parish at large. None 
can know but those similarly circumstanced, 
how great is the difficulty to effect this sort of 
professional junction, because in large towns 
where the population \s extensive and the paro- 
chial duties unceasing, and where the income is 
generally very limited, men, in any sort rf 
independent circumstances, will nbt «figage 
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where so much is required of them; andwhere, 
after all, they can obtain no greater remuner- 
ation than they meet with in places unencum- 
bered by weekly dudes, and where the Services 
of the Sabbath require but a very moderate 
degree of exertion. This Statement may be 
thought to convey an Imputation of a want of 
zeal and energy upon the inferior clergy ; but it 
is a natural consequence ; for men for the most 
part in every professipn prefer the easier to Üie 
more laborious pursuits of life, particularly wfa^n 
there is no Stimulus in the shape of advantag^ 
to be derived from the exchange. There is, 
however, another and a better reason to be as» 
signed for this apparently unzealous preference» 
and it lies in this, that the clergy who act as 
Curates in the country live at.less expense than 
those in towns ; that they are more at leisure tö 
indulge either in the pursuits of literature, or 
in those of a healthier, though perhaps less 
useful, nature; while they are removed from 
the confinement, the unwholesomeness, the noise 
and distractions of a thickly*inhabited town. 
These are the circumstances which operate to 
prevent men of any tolerable resources, and 
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whö bave been enaU^ to pass through an aca^ 
demical career, fh)m entering upon charges 
burdened with duties of high responsibility ; and 
thus they leave die field for the occupation of 
others whose habits of life and education have 
been dijfeirent, and whose worldly views have 
been bounded by infinitely more confined limits. 
Dr. Freeman, therefore, like many other'Town 
Rectol*s, was obliged to have recourse to some 
person whose abiliües had carried him with 
credit through some good provincial school, and 
wfao had follow&d up his acquisitions there by 
persevering industry and the application of his 
own unassisted talents. But this was not all ; 
for in the event of lighting even upon such a 
person as this, it was essential for him not 
merely to ascertain that a reciprocity of reli- 
gious sentiments and opinions existed, but that 
he had a clear and scmorous voice calculated to 
fill the ample space which the walls of his 
church circumscribed ; that he was pleasing in 
his outward appearance, for this he knew by ex- 
perience to be an essential qualification ; that 
his style of composition and delivery were cor- 
rect; that he had a strong feeling for the sacred 
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fimctions of his office ; that he was patknt ;. that 
he was amciliatory; that. he ^ was humble, ajnd 
that he was vitally.religious. 

Such a character he had the good fintune to 
meet with in the person of Mr. Deacon, a yoimg 
man of piain and unassuming manners, of strong 
sense, extensive reading, and comprehensive 
intellect. Although ordained upon the title 
which the Doctor had given hiin, he entered 
into the Service with great address, aided by the 
consciousness that he was both able anddeidrous 
to discharge, to the best of his power, the Ser- 
vice on which he had entered ; and though bis 
first discourse was delivered before a crowded 
oongregation he betrayed no sjrmptoms of fear, 
at the same time that he exhibited no tincture ol* 
arrogance or self-sufficiency. Well might ihe 
Doctor be gratified by such an acquisitiön ; he 
who ever held it as most derogatory and unhe^ 
Coming, in any person who had undertakai thb 
ministry of the church, to entertain ill--grounded 
apprehensions of presenting themselves before 
any congregation. He considered it as one of 
the worst features of the clergy, that many of 
them engaged in a profession^ the duties of 
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which they hesitated to discharge in an open 
assembly of the church, from a vain, nervous, 
and unbecoming fear, of addressing a large or 
enlightened body of worshippers. — " If," he 
would say, ^^ men can cohscientiously think 
ihemselves called upon to enter as labourers 
into the Christian vineyard, they öught to qua^ 
lify thanselves for their employment, whether 
m tiiling a smaU part, or in assisting to cultivate 
the whole soil. It is the want of this feeling 
which causes niany of our enemies to censure 
onr established clergy, for a man is surely 
bound to perform his Services to the*extent of 
the powers which he possesses ; and thoügh all 
have not the same gift, yet all are enabled to use 
and exert such means as have been afforded 
them.** 

Mr. Deacon, in the exercise of his good sense^ 
had made up for want of experience, by adherr 
ing to the firiendly advice of his Rector, and the 
parishioners had ever been ready to look favour- 
ably upon one who made every exertion to be 
serviceable to them. A wi$e regulation had 
been adopted by Dr. Freeman for the due and 
regulaJC pejrformance of every parochial duty on 
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bis institutian, which had been ättended with 
satisfiiction to every party concemed ; he had 
arranged stated periods in every day for the at- 
tendance of hhnself or hhi Cnrate at his church, 
and having publicly notified his plan, it was very 
soon and easily established ; he iurther arranged 
that he and his Curate should share equally the 
labaiurs of their ministry, by which means a 
moderate Intervention of leisure was afporded to 
both ; and thus, as in all other eases, a methodi- 
cal arrangement and a punctual attendance to it 
lessen and facilitate the most laborious employ- 
ments of life. In this manner, had the Doctot 
and his assistant been engaged fbr some years, 
during which a mutual confidence and feeling 
existed, which, as they tended to remove all 
distinction between them, excited in the breast 
of the parishioners an equal respect for the one 
and the other. 

It happened, as they were engaged in a well- 
contested game of chess, which had commenced 
with the dessert after dinner at the Rectory, that 
the servant brought in a message from some 
gentlemen who were then in the hall, desiring 
earnestly to speak with the Doctor for a few 
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BUiiutes;.upon wliich they were instantly re^ 
.quested to walk in. There now presented 
ihemselves a clergyman of the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, attended by two other divines, and 
twarespectable hymen, who were forthwith fur- 
nishedwith chairs, and as soon as seated were 
interrogated as to the object of their visit. 

" Dn Freeman," daid the Rev. Mr, Wiseman, 
*^ I ought to apologize for intruding upon you 
at this unseasonable hour, bat I trust you wiH 
excuse it when I State the nature of our buskiess 
to be urgent. Give me leave, Sir, to introduce 
toyou.theaegentlemen, the Rev. Mr» Peachem 
and Mr. Africanus, who, as members of a com* 
mittee of the Missionary Society, now call 
upon you to request the favour of your lending 
your pulpit for one Sunday topreach a charity 
Kermon for the benefit of that Institution. Per* 
mit me, also, to introduce the Rev. Mr. Isaacs 
and Mr. Levi, who attend upon this occasion to 
request the further indulgence, that your pulpit 
may be given up upon the evening of the same 
day, for a similar sermon for the benefit of the 
Society for the (Konversion of the Jews. We are 
of opinion, that in a parish of such wide extent. 
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both appeals to tlie paiishioners would meet with 
considerable success ; and th^ the institutions 
in quesdon would have reason to thank you for 
the permission we now wait upon you to solicit." 
. *' Grentlemen," replied the Doctor, with his 
usual temper and firmness, ^^ this is a request 
which I am sorry, fix)m the very nature of it, I 
^ust decidedly refiise. In the first place, I never 
have sanctioned, nor shall I find myself inclined 
to encourage, a System which I think derogatory 
to our profession, and of infinite detriment to 
our parishioners ; I mean that of suffering a 
succession of stranger preachers to take pos- 
Session of our pulpits, for the purpose of ex- 
tracting from the congregation money to be 
applied to foreign objects ; or for the still less 
worthy purpose of raising attention by the stra- 
tagem of novelty, and by administering excite- 
ment to ^ itching ears/ No, gentlemen ; ap» 
pointed as I am to this responsible charge, I 
will make use of the best faculties which God 
has given me to discharge the several duties of 
it, or if unable to perform them myself it has 
been my aim and my good fortune to select an 
able man as my permanent representative ; and 
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thus constituted we will stand our groiind. If 
our parishioners, caught by the errors of modern 
Innovation, desire change of ministers, that they 
may find food for idle and ill-placed criticism, 
or for the gratification of their curiosity, they 
may seek it elsewhere ; the obligations upon us 
are piain, and those binding upon others with 
whom we are spiritually connected are not less 
evident. In the next place, if our congregations 
can be excited only at the instance of stran- 
gers to yield up their charity, which they would 
refiise at the intercession of their regularly au- 
thorised ministers, this is a weakness of which 
I would both fain spare them the confession 
and conceal fix>m the world. There are circum- 
stances, I admit, which make it necessary for 
persons in my Situation to call in the aid of 
neighbours and friends, when, for instance, I am 
called upon year by year to plead the same 
cause for the same institutions ; when it may 
be easily conceived, that having expended my 
best reasoning, and made the most powerful 
appeals of which I am master, I have nothing 
iurther to urge, and nothing more forcible to 
advance ; in such a case, the assistance of my 
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friends is very desirable, as it becomes of 
greater advantage tö myflöck than to ihysielf : but 
this does not apply tö the admission bf strangers, 
those itinerary preachers, I had almost said, 
those importunate pubUc beggars, whose system 
I so strongly deprecate," 

"Well, Dr. Freeman," replied Mr. Wise^ 
man, " it is very far from our intention to 
oflfer you any offence, particularly when soli- 
citing ä favour; would you yourself, or your 
Curate, oblige us by taking the cause of these 
institutions into your own hands ? It is true, 
diese gentlemen are preparöd for these puiposes, 
because they think it tpo much tö ask the 
clergy for the use of their pu^its» an^ the 
exercise of their tal^its at the same time; be-. 
sid^ which, they are in possession of facts and 
circumstances. that cannot £iil to excite great in-* 
ter^t in the hearers, and which lie beyond the 
reach and knowledge of the generality of our 
profession." 

" I am sorry agaän,'^ replied the Doctor, 
^^ to say, thät neither can we comply with thi^y 
and'fhat the deniäl is grounded xxpoia the 
strongest reasons. To speak plainly, gentle«- 
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men, I consider the Missionary Society to be 
diiefly si4)ported by that part of our clei^ 
with whose sentiments I essentially differ ; but 
what is more to the point, I have not that opi<r 
nion of the necessdty and baaefits of the Insti-. 
tation to make it a subject upon vhich I could 
ocmscientionsly expatiate: I woiüd infimtely 
rather send the amount of any expected con- 
tribution out of my own pocket to the angient 
and venerable Society for promoting Christiaa 
Knowledge on their missionary account, than 
endeavonr to obtain the same means from my 
parishioners, to be applied in a manner which 
neither they nor I approve. And the request,. 
as it respects the Institution for the Conversion 
of the Jews, is to me less admissible ; for I mlike 
no hesitatk)n in declaring myself, on the subject 
of its Utility and the prosped; of its ukimate be» 
nefit, perfecdy soeptical. I have never yet 
feund, and I have conversed ivith many, any 
Jew thus seid to be christianizedj wfaom I Q0uld> 
bring my rnind to think was a real convert at 
heart Indted by prospects of i»hg£ and <^ 
temporal advantage^ many have declared them- 
selves apostatised; but Btone or very few i|i. 
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trudi have changed their minds or sentiments, 
and tfaose few have adopted such notions of 
Oiristiamty as are, to me, imsatisfactoiy. No^ 
when this great alteration is about to take place, 
it must be attended by means &r exalted above 
*e «rfi«„ .ft »d'»„«i».ce of ,.-,. O» 
these several grounds, gentlemen, without the 
bias df any narrow prgudioes» and without 
wisfauig to give the least oßence, by what is only 
intended for candour, you must excuse my com- 
pliance with your desiies on this oocasicHi." 

** Dr. Freeman, you must be aware," con- 
tinued Mr. Wiseman, ^* that in solidling the 
&vours we have proposed, we are actuated by 
no selfish or interested views : we have asked 
as brother-Christians and brother-members of 
the same church for your assistance to pix>mote 
a Christian work, and if you feel disposed to 
withhold your co-operation, we have both dis- 
charged our relative duties. It is not for me to 
canvass or to attempt to controvert your prin- 
ciples of action, though I must confess that to> 
me they appear capable of a fidl oonfiitation." 

" Well, Sir, if such be your opinion, to 
^onvince you that I am not intolerant nor bi- 
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gpVad to my own principles, if jrou have leisure, 
I fthäll be glibd if you and diese Gentlanen will 
gtve me the pleasure of your Company fi>r an 
hour or two» and I wUl order another bottle of 
win« for your rdreriunent.'* 

** I^*' said Mr. Wisanan» " we are not en- 
cit^aching too mudi upon yon, as I.beliere we 
ave none of us immediately engaged; and if 
yoii will stdistitute tea for wine, we shall be 
happy t9 $co^ your offier." . 

Uppii diis the table was ckaied, hats and 
great coate' were deposited, tea was^ ordered, 
and theparty drew around the fire. 

** Now, Dr. Freötnan,'* resumed Mr. Wse- 
man, ** it wfls my intention to have stated to 
youy in ^the event of your granting our request^ 
that X beü^ve tbere is a litde differenee in reli"> 
gious sentiments betwee& ns, if I may judge 
&cm wbat I have heaxd of your preachiog, and 
what I have seen of your writings. Tlie fiu^ 
i^ :I freely avow iStM I am an Etangelical 
Preaeh^, — a distinction to urtuch I beiieve 
you lay no claim.^ 

^^ Tben give me leave to infonn you» Mr« 
}j^jsemm,** nepliedthe Doctor^ ^^diatthough 

L 
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it Li tnie we do not arrogate to otirselyes such a 
title, yet we profess to be no other in word 
and deed than evangelical, and, perhaps, we are 
more justly entided to it by our humility, than 
others are by their high-blown pr^tensions. 
Pardon me, I mean no oflSsnce, I mean nothing 
personal ; but I confess it is with difficully that 
I can restrain my feelings, when I find people 
by their professions lowering us, that they may 
rise the higher themselves; which I consider 
they do, who presmne upon such distinctions, 
while they withhold them fixMn their brethren. I 
dedare, Sir, there is nothing that we professediy 
teach, either in public or in {M'ivate,.but what 
we deduce from the Scriptures; and our ex- 
hortations unifonnly spring fix>m the Oospel, 
or fix>m some thing vitally connected with it« 
For my own part, I can always conscientiously 
say and think with the Apostle, < woe be to me 
if I preach not the Gospel!'" 

<^ That is all very well," contipued Mr. 
Wiseman, ^ and I do not doubt but that you 
fiuthfiilly discharge your manifold duties ; but, 
Sir, you must pardon me if I difier with you in 
thiiiking that the discussion of mpral duties, and 
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moral obligations, wbich form the chief topics 
of exhortation with so great a proportion of the 
clergy, does not constitute gospel-preaching, 
and, Üierefore, fidls materially short of true 
evangelisuL" 

**That I deny, Mr.'Wiseman," replied the 
Doctor, *< because, constituted as we are, so 
frail and fidlible, it is most essential to hold 
forth the necessity for the strict Performance of 
all those obligations to do good, and to exter- 
minate evil, which we are called upon to per- 
form, to render ourselves worthy of a final re- 
demption ; and was not this the direet object of 
our Saviour's personal ministry? Did he not 
repeatedly declare that he came to fulfil the Lkw, 
both the Ceremonial in his own person, and 
the Moral, by making it more complete? and 
was it liot the object of all his exhortations to 
call men by repentance and amendment of life, 
to fulfil the conditions of salvation which he, by 
his gospel, imposed upon mankind? Preaching 
Morality, therefore, is preaching the Gospel, 
and, indeed, a most essential part of it, since it is 
by faith and by obedience jointly that we can 
.com^ly with the terms of it." 

L 2 
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" Yes, Dr. Freeman," sald Mr. Peachem, " we 
admit that cautions against the commission of sin 
are necessary to be beld out to our congrega- 
tions, but these would be rendered in a great 
measure imnecessary, by a zealous enforcement 
of the Operation of fiiith alone, which would of 
itself produce all the effects at which yoa aim, 
and others still more beneficial.'' 

<^ Permit me to observe," said Mr.Deacon, 
** that the charge of preaching Moraüty, and 
Morality only, is unjusdy laid agajnst us; our 
discourses are equally directed towards instilling 
a belief in the doctrines of Christianity. We 
comiDonly urg^ one as much as the other;*' 

<^ Here, again, we differ," replied Mr. 
Peachem. " I admit that the leading doctrines 
you. are necessarily bound frequendy to enforce, 
because a firm belief in the truth of the Scrip- 
tures depends upon them : but those to whicfa 
I more particularly allude, are such as have an 
especial respect to the life and conduct of our 
hearers, and have such a vital effect upon them, 
as to produce all the fruits which it is the object 
of the Gospel of Jesus to elidt. This, in faet, 
is a short method of arriving at that condusion 
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which you aiin to produce by more complicated 
means« You preach up the necessity of a 
belief of Revelatioiv and half your exertions 
are devoted to show that salvation is the reward 
of such a belief. You then enforce the neces- 
si^ of obedience to the laws of the Gospel, 
which you say are the conditions of salvation ; 
then you blend these together, and call it the 
Religion of the Gospel. Now our method is 
plainer, and more direct We take it for 
granted that the truth of Revelation is admitted 
by all, and we preach the straight-forward, 
awajcening doetrines of Scripture, which have 
the simple effect of establishing fidth, and 
mäking men serious and devout Christians« 
Fqr elcample, take the doctrine of Justification« 
Now you must allow that no man can be justi- 
fied by worksf, because the best of them are im- 
perfecta but, as St Paul says, ^hyfaith oidy^^ 

^^ But let me ask/' interrupted the Doctor» 
^^ is faith never weak and imperfect ?' 

" Yes," resumed Mr. Peachem, " it is fire- 
quendy both ; still man cannot rely upoh works, 
which are the cause, nor upon fidth ; but upon 
thö prihciple of/aitkj which alone constitutcs 
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the means of justification* St* Faul, when he 
speaks of justification by £uth only» speaks of 
it as it TegBxda God ; St. James» when he affinns 
it to be the result of works, speaks of it as it 
regards man." 

^^ Permit me," said Mr.Deacon» ^^ to say 
that this is a very misatisfisu^tory accomit of the 
matter, which is capable of a much easier, a 
more rational^ and a more scriptural etucida- 
tion. If you would see the subject in all its 
bearings, and illustrated in the most evident 
manner, take up a volume lately published by a 
yery leamed Divine, and you wül find that 
having scrutinized it accurately, he comes to 
this clear conclusion : — The Jews^ and Gentiles 
who had been converted to Christianity by St. 
Paul, coneeived that their justification was to 
be effected by the mere act of faith ; by a belief 
of salvation by Jesus Christ ; and, consequently, 
seeing no necessi^ for taking any pains to be- 
come good, ^ey feil into the commission of 
complicated sin. St. James, to correct this 
gross nüstake, declared, in contradistinction and 
not in refutation of St. Paul, that justification is 
the (^ of God, not for faith, but for good works. 
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Böth Aposdes, though here' speaking of tbe 
same thing^ speak of it in different respects* 
St Paul, principalljr addressing himself tö tfale 
Gentiles, teils them that they are to be justified 
by being now baptized into the religion of 
Jesus, and by implicidy believmg hiin to be their 
Redeemer and Saviour. St James, speaking to 
tbe congregations already converted and bap- 
tized, teils them their justification wiU be the 
reward of their good works* So that St Paul 
speaks of a^s^ justification, which takes place 
atbaptism; St James of that ^no/ justification 
which is to take place at the day of judgment« 
StPaul's has reference only to this life; St 
James's to another: the one referis to things 
present and temporary; the other to things 
fiiture and etemal: the one is by faith only, 
the last will depend on works ; for ^ God will 
render unto every man, according to his deeds, 
glory and immortality/ Now is not thli^ a 
simple and rational view of the sobject? It is 
not a new interpretadon I know, but the author 
to whom I allude has made it soby themasterly 
manner in which he has analyzed all the writmgs 
of St Paul which bear upon this point, and has 
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shown tbatno other sense can be xeconcileafaie 
eaAer to tfae inteptioii» of Aat Apostk, lar to 
tlie doctrine which he has delivereiL /What» 
Mr. Wisemm, do yoa sacy to this?' 

<^ Why, Siiv*' retiimed he^ ^* as^ I hsTenever 
befbre consid^red the sid^ect in this ligblv ^ 
ahall zcfirain firom giwig an opimon«'' . 

<< Sir/' aaid Dr. Freemoo, << I t^iink my 
firiend Mr« Deaam has made out s stnmg cas^ 
and I doubt not but that be would. be aUe to 
ineet any of iJie doctriaes of Catvin witb the 
aaibe sucGess." 

^^ Doctor/' Said Mr. Peachfinit ^ you have 
jnore than once surmised that we are rigid dis» 
ciples of that great and leamed Reformer. I 
b^ therefore, so fiir to aet yoa right as to 
declare that we are^ indeed, advocatea of bis 
System in generale thougjb we do not carry it to 
die same lengths that he has done." 
. ^* You are th^ Gentlemen, what I sn»- 
pected you to be»" replied the Doctor» << that 
is, according to modern i^iraseology} moderate 
Calvinisis. Now^ I ccmfiess, I prefier an open and 
an avowed enemy to cme who shows himself by 
hahes to be so. I do not understand the 
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tindian« ncur can.I see hov a.preaclier Bhoold 

mfy be a CalvJnijrt in pari, pardeularly .whcn I 

generally find that it is through fear- of creating 

alarm that he conceals the honrors of Ctivbats 

tenets from the vulgär ^e; finr however he may 

keqp them out of sight, his jmnciple» have the 

djrecttemdßDßyto cUng to the whole« Be»«le8^ 

it is my fiim beließ if that great man were 

Uving^ he wonld disown connection with those 

vho mntilated hk ^stem. Bat, indeed^ yoa 

must yourselves weli knocur that it is not easy 

to go along withhim GDly to acertain digtance, 

withont accompanyii]^ bim to- the place he is 

going. If he compels yoa * to go isjth him 

one mile^ you mnst even go twain/ Yon must 

also excuae me, Gentlemen, whai I dedare it 

to be my opinion» that the warst enemies whick 

our National Qiuroh hasto ^ocounter, aro to be 

found amongst those pr^kssing to be her sona^ 

amongst those who ace undermining her fbundr» 

ations, under pretence of a zeal^ vhic^ Ittmd^ 

outstrips knowledge ; amongst those who arro^ 

gantly style themselves ^ evongelical;' assoming 

a most invidious and untrue distioction, founded 

on the notion of their exclusive preaching of 
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the Crospel, because they presch die tenets ot 
CalTiii. These are the foes, who, imder dis- 
guise of rdadonship, breed dissension and 
promote dvil wars in the bosom of the State of 
our Israel; for such, without breach of charity, 
I miist esteem them« I qnarrel not vith open 
Seceders or Sectarists, because. they difler in 
their creed with me; they are at liberty to 
enjoy and to maintain their opinions eqnally 
with myself ; but, I own, I feel indignant, when 
I perceive a part of our own body startmg up 
in direct Opposition to the established opinions 
of our Church, and then throwing contempt 
upon the other, by designating them as non- 
supporters of the Gospel ; which, by implication 
they do, when they exclusively dedare them- 
selves to be evangelical. GrenÜem^i, you will 
think me, perhaps, rüde for being thus warm, 
particularly as you are strangers, and are now 
under my roof. It is, however, &r from me 
to give you o£fence; but I find it di£Bcult to 
restrain mjrself upon a subject which excites 
my feelings with an eamestness beyond what, 
perhaps, I ought to manifest" 
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. ^^ Dr. Freanan," said Mr. Peachem» ^^ we 
take no offence ; for my own purt» I like to see 
a man evince feeUng upon sück a subject; it is 
one worthy of interest: but, Sir, witbout ad- 
vancing further upon the discussion of doo- 
trinesy which does not seem to promise change 
of sentimoit in eith^ party ; let us look to the 
firuits which spring from those which you main- 
lain, and from those which we adopt. Look, 
Sir, at our iives and conversation ; thoi^h we 
are all frail creatures, do you commonly find 
those of our persuasion implicated in the com- 
mission of such crimes as continually stain 
those who profess themselves of your belief? 
Do you see the members of Calvinistic con- 
gregations commonly arraigned before our 
Courts of Law? Do you meet with culprits and 
ofienders among them ? Are they not all of a 
&r different stamp? You can answer these 
questions well, Dr. Freeman, for I understand 
that you are a Magistrate, and, therefore, you 
must have observed the &ct." 

" Upon my word," replied the Doctor, " it 
is my firm belief that you are mistaken in the 
matter altogether ; my observations have been 
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extaisiye, and you must give me leave to say, 
what I am persuaded the bench of Magistrates 
will also sup]port, that the culprits and offenders 
brou^t before tbem, are those that have little, 
I might say, no religious principles at alL I 
dedaxe, also, that the Iower orders qi the 
people, eiccited by your high pretensions, and 
allnred by the doctrines which you promulgate, 
(for you must recoUect that th^ are all in- 
clnded in the number of those elect who oan^ 
not ü31 from grace,) are excited to unnatural 
severity of conduct, and are certainly those not 
commqnly numbered among the public trans-^ 
gressors; but give me leave to add» neither 
are those who attend with any degree of puno- 
tuality to our exhortationsy or those upon whom 
any exhortadons have any efiect at all» No, 
Sir, you can gain nothing by having recourse 
to this supposed criterion of religious merit; it 
makes no more for you than for us." 

V I remember an instance direct upon the 
subject," observed Mr. Beacon, ^< which oc- 
curred in the last year at York. It nf as that 
of a man who was conyicted for the nmrder of 
his wife; who, on being interrogated in private, 
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for the motive of so horrid a deed, r^plied^ 
* that he was fiited to do it, and could not hdp 
it.' This man was memb^ of a Calvinistic 
chi^l.'' 

** Well," oontinued Mr. Wiseman, " sup^ 
posing our oonjectures upon this class of th^ 
peöple to &il, what is the effect of our döc- 
trines upon the Community at large?" 

^ Why/' replied Mr. Deacon, «* the eflfect 
is, that your adherents assume an austerity 
which is unnatural, and which is at enmity 
with a perfect reconciliation to all within. 
They are in a great measure unfitted fer the 
cares, the troubles, and the trials of lifi^ in all 
of which there is as much religion to be shown 
as in acts of devodon. Men are placed in 
Tarious Situation«, circumstances, and degrees 
by Providence, and it is as much a vdigiotU 
duty to discharge these with cheerfiiliiess, as it 
is to dedicate every seventh day to acts of 
sdieinn worsh^." 

^ Well, then,'* said Mr. Wiseman, ** how 
do you recQikcile' your own tampering with 
wqrldfy amusements, pleasures, and recreations, 
whcn, as the Ministers of the Oospel, yöu 



158 THE CLERICAL CONFERENCE^' 

ought tQ devote every moment of your time.tö 
greater aiid more important bbjects, and when 
it becomes you to set an example of piety and 
solemnity moare consistent with your sacred 
calling? You must remember that we found 
you engaged in s manner not altogedier corre- 
sponding to what we think essential to the cha- 
racter of the Ministry/' 

'* Sir," resumed the Doctor, ** our views and 
yours are at direct issue. We conscientidusly 
hold, not only that it is lawfiil to indulge in any 
amusements which are in themselves harmless, 
and which engender no evil prop^ssities, but we 
hold it essential to mix and to partake in what- 
ever ean rationally promote the enjqyments of 
life. We find that we can exert ourselves the 
better aller a temporary relaxation. We find 
that our thoughts vary by such interruptions, 
and break out into suggestions more profitable 
to ourselves and to others. We find that we 
yield to the Almighty a homage, by evincing 
oaiselves happy in the situations in which he 
has piaced us. We consider that he may be 
HS efficiently, nay more eamestly served, by^ a 
cheerfiil, than by a gloomy n^ihd. We find it 
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necessary occasionally to tum the current of 
oiir thoughts and actions into tdi£ferent Chan- 
nels, that we may invigorate and fertilize tihe 
mental soil more generally» And widi respect 
to the Imputation of unprofitably employing our 
time in the particular allusion to the game in 
which you found Mr. Deacon and myself en- 
gaged, I believe it is generally admitted that it 
has a tendency to strengthen the mind; that it 
has suggested hints that have been employed 
with advantage by statesmen and heroes; and 
I find myself indebted for some usefiil re- 
fleodons which it has occasionally suggested to 
me. Indeed, Mr. Wiseman, I consider that 
you and I have now been engaged in something 
like a game of chess, for^ with the assistance of 
my Cucate as a Queen, and the Divine whom he 
has quoted, as a Bishop, I flatter myself that I 
have check-mated you, though supported by 
your two Reverend fiiends in the capacity of 
two Rooks, and these two gendemen as your 
two Pawns." 

" Sir/' rgoined Mr. Wiseman, " not know- 
ing the game, I do not widerstand the ap- 
plication of your remarks, and, consequently. 
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canHot appreciate the witof them; bixt ieaving 
you to the enjoyment of your imaginary con* 
€pesty I beg leave finally to ask you^ idietho* 
yoa are now at all inclined to &your onr 
requesf 

At this moment the servant ent«^ the room, 
and stated to the Doctor that there were twe 
females in the hall who entreated Im immediate 
aidy as a Magistrate» in a matter of consequeneeb 
. *^ Gentlemen»" said theDoctor to the 8tranger% 
** will you permit me to leave yoa for a few 
minutes under the protection of my fiiend and 
Curate, Mr*Deacon? and before you have 
finißhed yonr tea I will retum^ and then State 
to you the insuperable olgections I have against 
pennitting the bbject you solich; which it is my 
wish to do in a manner to oonvinoe you that I 
have no desire to gratify illiberal prejodices, bot 
that I must do so as a real matter ofconscience.'' 
So saying, he left the room« 

MnLe^now^ tuming^ ta Mr.Deaoon» gave 
the subject of conversation another cast, by say* 
ing, <^I presume»Sir,thie sitaationof Curate here, 
in a place of so much datjf must be lucrattve» if 
you ai\e paid in prqp<Mtion to your labours/' 
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I. " Sir," answered Mr.Deacon," men in our 
Chürch are not reihunerated accbrding to the 
quantum of dnty which they perform, fi^*, 
generally speaking, where there is most to do^ 
the income of the Incumbent is less, and conse- 
quently he is unable to afford any thing more 
than the. common stipend to his assistant." 

: ^^ I think/' continued Mr. Levi, ^' it is a great 
defect in your Establishment, that though there 
are such ample revenües for the süpport of your 
Ministry, the greater part of them, and those 
not uncommonly the most deserving, go ün- 
requited with any thing beyond a bare exist- 
ence; and the defect is the more apparent, from 
refiecting that not less than one-tenth part of the 
produce' of the land goes to the maintenance of 
a prie^hood, comprehending about an eightieth 
part of the nation at large." 

**'Sir,** Said Mr. Deacon, " I should have 
expected that remark to have been made by 
any other person, rather than by one whose 
näme imports him to be a Jew by birth, if not 
now so by religion ; for you cannot but know 
that under the Jewish theocracy, the priesthood, 
which was of divine appointment, enjoyed a 

M 
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revenue equal to one-fonrth part of the entire 
produce of the Holy Landf as well animal as 
vegetable, though the Service of the priests 
was nothing in comparison with oors, and the 
number of the priesthood about a fiftieth part 
of the nation. The disparity was stiU greater 
in favour of the Jews, fbr though our diurch 
has a claim to a tenth part of the produce of 
the soil, yet it is admitted on all sides that in 
a very few, if in any$ instances is that pro* 
portion obtained ; and out of this the clergy pay 
their just and equal proportion of all national 
and parochial taxes." 

" But,*' observed Mr. Africanus, " supposing 
the matter to be thus, how infinitely better and 
more just would it be if the income of the whole 
Church were equally divided adiongst all the 
clergy/' 

^* In' this,'* said Mr. Deacon, " I should not 
be at all disposed to join with you ; for though 
eventually I might gain a small advantage, it 
would be outbalanced by the loss which the 
Church would upon the whole sustain.'* 

" How that can possibly be the case," in- 
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terrupted Mr. Africanus, ^^ I am quite at a loss 
to conceive." 

" Why," continued Mr. Deacon, " upon a 
calculation which has been made with some 
degree of aocuracy, it häs been foiind, by takJng 
theincomeß of the Universities, then of the dig- 
nitaries of the Church and those of the parochia} 
clergy, and by making an equal distribution of 
the sum total among the Ministers of it, there 
would only result to each, a sum not exceeding 
170/. per annmn. What then would be the 
State of the priesthood ? By abolishing the dig^ 
nities and emoluments, both Church and State 
would be sufferers, for where would be the 
Stimulus to excite emulation in the mind? 
Withdraw these rewards, and what would be- 
come of all that fund of intellectual treasures 
which is now so copiously distributed by men 
of superior talents, cultivated abilities, and ex« 
emplary characters ? As well might you expect 
to equalise the various ranks and members of 
the Army or Navy." 

*^ But,'' rejoined Mr. Afidcanus, ^^ dö men 
of the greatest talents and worth generally suc- 
ceed in obtaining the distinctions of which you 
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gpeak? Do not tfaese things commonly 6U to 
such as have greater interest than merit?^ 

<( I admit," replied Mr. Deacon, << tfaat this 
is too often, though not generally the case ; bnt 
you are to remember tfaat the Church is unable 
to provide for all its Ministers, and as the greatest 
part of them are meritorious, it follows as a ne- 
cessary consequenoe, ttnt mach worth and much 
merit must go unrequited; still this is by no 
means to be regarded either as an evil or as a 
defect in the system, for this inequality is at- 
tended with a benefit outweighing all its dis- 
advantages." 

Hie Doctor now retumed, aecompanied by 
the two litigant females who bad called in his aid. 

" Here, Gentlemen," said he, " here is a case 
which falls more into your province to rectify 
than mine. Here are two women who live in 
the immediate neighbourhood of each other, 
both my parishionets, but who have left my 
Church to attend another at a distance, where, 
they say, the Gospel is preached. It appears 
that there have been some high words between 
them, and having proceeded from words to 
blows, they now come for my interference. The* 
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matter in dispute is this; — Having quarrelled 
about some trifling business ' 

** Please, your worship,'' said one of them, 
" 'twas not I that quarrelled, but she r " 

« That," said the other, " is not true " 

" Women," said the Doctor, " I insist upon 
your silence; I will not have a word uttered 
until you are caUed upon to do so. — Gentlemen, 
these women, I say, havixig had a dispute upon 
jSKHue temporal a£&ir, must needs vent their 
apieen injspiritual allusions, Irepeatit; they 
both attend at the same place of worship, but in 
.the heat of their tempers, the one declares the 
other Aot to be included, like herseif, in the 
liumber of the Elect, and, consequently, is a 
Rq>robate : now this vile aspersion the other 
cannot tolerate ; opprobrious terms follow, and 
blows ensue. How am I to deal with them ? 
What is it that you have to say for yoursel^ 
Mrs* GustaU ?' 

** Your WonShip, the case is this ; I set my 
tub to catch rain-water, and when it is fidl, 
andimy back is tumed, then comes neighbour 
Scourem,^ and fills her pails with it Seeing her 
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do the theft, I taxes her with it, and she 
denies stealing, though I see her with mj own 
eyes/* 

" What say you to this, Mrs. Scoureiii ?' 
** Why, your Worship, I had as much right 
to set my pail where her tub was placed, as she 
had, and it can*t be called stealing, when the pro- 
perty belongs to nobody; and I told her if I 
was a sinner, the rain feil upon the bad as wdl 
as the good. But, your Worship, what right has 
shetosay that I am not one of the Mect? I go 
to the same Church, and we are all there 
elected, no one being so more than another* 
lien she accuses me of the most horrible 
crimes, which she says I }iave committed; and 
if my hands are not so clean as others, I know 
they are as much so as her's, for she has been a 
notorious bad woman, and that she knows as 
well as I do. But then, what does that argify, 
if we are predestined to be saved, as the Minister 
says we are ? What signify the filthy rags', if 
we are made clean by grace ? But if I ah't to 
be of that number, but am to be a Reprobate^ 
why, your Worship, it is all up with me, and it 
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dont s^nify what I: do ; but 'tis a hard thing 
&)r B. poor, helplessi soul not to .wish to live, and 
to know wlien she dies she must be wholly lost ! 
Isn't this enough, your Worship, to make any 
body angry ? and so, you see, I threw the tub 
at her head, and now she is ready to murder 
me !" 

Mr. Wiseman now rose from bis seat, and 
taking bis hat, while bis friends were sununoned 
to do the same, addressed himself to the Doctor. 

^^ We see, Doctor, that you are engaged, and 
as we have some things necessary to be done 
now, in the failure of our appUcation to you, 
you must excuse us." 

They immediately left the room ; but the 
Doctor, tuming to the combatants, continued, — 

^^ You unneighbourly and irreligious women, 
I shaU to-morrow bind you both over to keep the 
peace, and I shall require of each of you one 
good and suffident surety to answer for your 
good behaviour; and I think you cannot do 
better than get the clergyman, whose churdi 
you attend, to stand your bail. — You may 

go!" 

" Ah!" Said Mrs. Gustall, weeping, " I wish 
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your Worship had spoken sentence before those 
Gentlemen went out of the room^ for then I 
coiild have asked Mr. Wiseman to stand surety 
for US, as your Worship advises, for he is our 
Ministen^* 
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LUNATIC ASYLUM, 



It «was on one of those.days of Spring when 
nature puts on her freshest and most lively ver- 
dure, and is animated by the glowing wamth of 
the Sun, as he spreads his glories over the world, ' 
that Dr. Freeman, having taken a longer ride 
than usual, pulled up his horse to consider 
whether he should proceed further or return 
homeward, when his attention was arrested by 
the appearance of a Gentleman on horseback» 
whose person he recognized without being able 
immediately to remember who he was. As they 
gradually approached, and each had instinct- 
ively drawn ofF his right-hand glove, the Doctor 
gave vent to his surprise, by exclaiming, — 

^^ My dear inend, Goodall! Is it possible 
that I once again see you ? What, in the name 
of curiosity, have you done with yourself for so 
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long a time ? and what brings you at last in this 
direction, and this without my being acquainted 
with the prospect and pleasure of seeing you ? 
Do give me some satis&ctory account of your- 
sdi^ and of all that bdong to you/' 

^^ My dear friend," said Mr. Goodall, in a 
tone bespeaking unusual eaxnestness, « I am 
now on my way to your house, having leamt 
Brom, a neighbour whoatteBded your Churck 
last Sunday, that you were in residence at th« 
Rectory ^ and it is my present intention to pass 
a day or two with you, provided you are not 
engaged, and will consent to put up with a visil 
from one who brings unwelcome mtdligence of 
himself with him." 

^^ It so happensy" replied the Doctor^ " that 
I am perfectly disengaged, and am ready at all 
times to listen with interest to any thing which 
concems your welfiMre.** 

Mr. Goodall now calling bis groom, ordered 
him to ride forward with his saddle-bags to Dn 
Freeman's honse. 

^VAnd teil my servants," said the Doctor, 
^^ that your Master intends passing a day or twö 
at the Rectory." Then tuming about to his 
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friendy he continttedL ^ I am ooncemed to ob- 
gerve^ that yon do not seem to possess your 
usnal good health; I fear your ride has beeil 
too fatiguing." 

" That, Doctor/* said he with a sigh, ** is^ 
nnhappily, not the cause of the change which I 
fear is too visible in me ; it is something greater 
than mere weariness of body — somethmg much 
deeper than ordinary discömfiture ; it is^" said 
he, laying his hand upon the Doctor^s arm, 
^* something that has woefully shaken the inner 
man ; and I am come, my good friend, to open 
my complaJnt to you, and to ask for advice by 
what means I may endeayour to relieve it." 

During this time the Doctor's change of 
countenance, and a slight nervous tremor, in- 
dicated distress of mind, and he excIsSmed— » 
** Goodall, for heaven*s sake reKeve me by tell- 
ing at once the occasion of this sudden altera-* 
tion —what, what can it be 7* 

" The fect is," replied his friend, " my wifö 
and I have been thrown into the deepest sorrow 
by a heavy domestic affliction, which requires 
the exercise of more religion and philosophy 
to sooth than, I fear, either of us possesses. 
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You well know our daughter Kathrine!" and 
here he stopt, — " she was otir only child, our 
onlyjoy!" 

^^Alas ! alas!'' ejaculated the Doctor, *^ my 
mind anticipates what you are stniggling to un- 
fold ; you need not distress yourself by a further 
disclosure; you mean me to understand that 
she is no more !" 

" No^" said he ; " no, she is not dead ; yet 
I could almost think even that would be more 
tolerable."/ 

" Surely/' said the Doctor, whose knitted 
brows bespoke great distrust as. to what he was 
about to surmise, ^^ surely you do not mean to 
insinuate — but no, that is quite impossible ; 
Kathrine possessed a mind too virtuous and 
pure to be sullied by any in&tuated art of 
degradation; she entertained sentiments too 
noble and honourable, an aiFection too fixed, 
sensibility too strong, to yield to any worldly 
allurements, or to any unworthy teniptation ! 
but do relieve me ! " 

" God be thanked," said Mr. Goodall,' as he 
raised his eyes, while buming and eloquent 
tears rolled down his cheeks, ^' that sorrow was 
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never in reserve for us ; but we have to lament 
— how, how shall I teil it? we have to lament 
dmt the poor sufFerer has lost her reason ! You 
shudder at what I say, but it is, indeed, too 
true ; Kathrine is destitute of sense and reason ; 
in short, she is neither more nor less than de- 
ranged t and my wife too, she, she is nearly 
distracted ! '^ — and here the sobs which häd in- 
terrupted him broke out into a flood of tears. 

Women, whom nature has constituted with 
minds capable of enduring with fortitude the 
greatest bodily sufferings, and endowed with 
such exquisite sensibility aä to manifest a weak- 
ness which serves only to display the tendemess 
of their minds, find relief in their afflictions by 
giving a ready vent to their tears ; and as this is 
frequent, so the effect becomes familiär: but 
men, whose temperament is haxdier, and whose 
physical strength resists the ostensible manifest- 
ation of their grief^ make the most painfid in- 
ternal struggles without obtaining such reUef ; 
when, therefore, they are moved to weep, the 
e£Pect of their tears spreads to those who witness 
them, and excite the strongest sympathy. ^ Such 
was the case upon this occasion, when neither 
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of these friends could refrain from what they 
made no attempt, and which it nvould not have 
been. possible for them, to eönceaL The Doctor, 
.therefore, after an interval of silenoe) made Ho 
reply; whilst the other, having' revealed the 
cause of his distress, feit disburdened, and both 
proceeded onward for a length of tkne without 
breakiiig upon each other's reflections« > ^.A&er 
having rode in this manner for some di^MNP^ 
the Doctor changed the subject of their though^ 
by remarking upon the beauty of the country^.^j 
Üie uncommon fineness of the day, and at length .^ 
led his inend to tum his mind from the gloom 
and despondency within, to the cheerfhhiess and 
gaiety without. When they reached the Reo- 
tory, the Doctor showed his friend the altar- 
ations which he had made in his house and 
garden since his hist visit; exhibited some 
pictures which had recently fidlen- iato his pos- 
sessdon, and tunied over many new works which 
had been added to his library. He thus be- 
goiled the time tili an hour before* dinner» when 
he led him to his apartment, and left him to his 
owR reflections, while he himself disposed of 
some parochial business which required his 
interference. 
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After düiner, when the doth was removed, 
the Doctor, looking upon tbat time aä best 
suited to the purpose of a more unrestrained 
developement of bis friend's calamity, led by 
easy gradations to the subject of it. ^^ Goodall," 
Said he, ^^ though no man enjoys the rational 
pleasnres of sodety more than I do, yet there 
are times when no man more strongly relishes 
the comforts of solitude : indeed the variety of 
matters which constantly present themselves to 
our minds, the various humours in which we 
are continually fomid, the ebb and flow of our 
animal spirits, all these things indicate that we 
are not constituted beings destined for the nni-» 
form employment of our time and talents; nor 
is^ it wise to attempt, in all instances, to tum the 
tide of nature, by keeping the mind bent upon 
the same object. I find, therefore, that if I 
seek relaxation, by mixing in the scenes, and 
occupations, and amusements of lifi^ that, afier« 
wards, I retum with double zest to those which 
retir^nent and leflection present; and that the 
one insoisibly aids the other. I confess the 
beauty and cheerfuhiess of the moming, the 
elear bloe sky, the warm sunshine, the fine ver- 
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dure with which the country is dothed, gave 
me a feeling of unusual delight ; and tiow' that 
they are gone by, and the day is closed in, 
my mind is becalmed, and I feel disposed to 
give way to meditation or serious conver- 
sation/* 

** I suspect," replied his friend, " that the 
unhappy subject of our discourse this moming, 
and the sensibüity it excited in your breast, 
have had the effect of making you disposed to 
sombre reflection ; and I am selfish enough to 
be pleased that you have this disposition. at 
present ; for what I have yet to cömmimicäte 
cannot &il to inflict pain upoh one endued with 
such feelings as yours. I have touched akeady 
upon the great chord which has produced in' us 
such strong vibrations. Of all human losses, 
that of our Reason is assuredly the most de- 
plorable ; for, deprived of this, human nature 
falls, and the brüte creati(Hi rises supericH*. 
The instinct which is implanited in the beasts 
that perish is a species of reasiming, and to 
dieir nature it answers all the purposes of it ; 
whereas man, divested of it, what is he? — 
Nothing; infinitely less than nothing! He 
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oftentimes'becomes a loathsome and disgustful 
object, thöugh one that ihust at all times excite 
the deepest commiseration, especially in those 
connected by fiiendship br allied by blood." ' 
' " But let me understahd,'* interrupted the 
Dbctor, ^* how the malady aro^ ; I am anxioüs 
tb trace the original cause of it, thät I may 
judge of the probable time of its ocmtihuance/*' 
r ** Ybu cannot feil to remember/' he replied, 
*^ that ohly a few years ago my poor girl was 
then-the Cveliest) and, in my estimatioh^ the 
*)oi;9eUest ef her sex ; her spirits were uni£ormly 
high, aiid she was always even-tempered ; but 
you know she häd in her Constitution a good 
4eal of natural enthusiasm, mixed widi a little 
fondness.fbr nxnance.' Her mind had been 
cültivated with studious care, and no nieans and 
tiotroüble were ever spared to störe it with all 
that was valuable and excellent, We were int 
•dulgent, 4fr"is true, but she was rfever. spoilti 
'because she ever made her own happiness ep« 
tirely to hang upon oursl As she had: no 
broüier nor sister, it was but right that she 
should have the. advantages and enjoyihent of 
the best soeiety which we could procure. Aj 

N 
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long B» your betored daüf^tar was Uving, mjr 
dear friend, she wanted» aad we deiir^ lio 
ocfaer, certainly no bettcTf campamcm ; biit 
when ehe wa«. caUod henbe^ Kallirine's and 
oor greatert happinass departed with her. 
Frmn that period we obäerved a vxdble difibr- 
ance in her piaaner; her spirits began to £ul 
her, and we oould with difficnlly rouse her into 
actioGR« Her wboLe flodnd, at length^ becatne 
abfiorbed and lost in coitttant meditälion« At 
this time a fiimily oama to reside Ina hoosc 
liad long been n&occapied m our invc 
neighbourhood^ which consisted .of n 
mdow lady and her tfaree dau^ters, all of them 
gtown iq>. Either bom woorldly misfottunes^ 
or firom the logs of Mr. Newmaa^ or fimn öon<* 
stitutional dejection of mind, their mode of IHe 
aMientially altered after his death, and they are 
now almost the most aerious pecple I have e^et 
fieen« At finst I was not disposed to fbml an ac*- 
qnaintance with them, but they did so many.acts 
of real kindness to the necesshous around thei% 
and were so eamest in what they considered to 
be righty that, at Aßy were also our. neasest 
nüghbcMirs, I cooid not bring aciysel^ under 
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liUeh pircumstttnces, to be defident. in Attention' 
tö thöse who, by whftteter motives they were 
aetnatedy had shown theraselves aiüiable aAd 
pniise-worthy« An acquaintance, therefore» 
oöniinenced, and Kathrine, upon finding their^ 
halnts and notions aceord so wdil with hei' 
present disposition to melancholy, nourished 
it with ardoor« It is from this time I date the 
dCMomencement of that <diange of mind whicb 
progressivety led to the serious consequencesf 
we now dqplore. These young ladies, thoogh 
wen educated, and eiidowed with tdl the aiy 
eumplijshnients of degant life, had estranged 
themsehreB from every thkig that could be con-> 
strüed into cheeriuhiess of disposition or man« 
ners* Tliey were rniiformly bent <m the proJ 
sebution <^ one design; their mssic, theiif 
dandng, thdr drswing, were dbandoned as un-* 
neeessary, mr inconsistent with the dignily of a 
rd^ioitslife. ir they woriced with th^ needHe, 
it wa&for the^skthing of any, rathar thanr th»H 
adiyes. Their reading was all of one kind and 
one <;ast, and calculated toini^ii^ dread insAead 
of eomposBFe. Th^ kept np ^ corrcspondenoe^ 
ndth persona at a di«tam*e, whose minds weA 

N 2 
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as sad ^nd gloomy as thjeir own. Tötey '»*•. 
veig^ed againsi all ainusciments, of wbat'nalhi^ 
^oeyer they.were, as well public as private.. 
Xhöugh unwilling to engage in scenes of büsy 
life, .they mad^ no scniple of goUig grea): disn 
taiAe^ aad undergolng all the inconVeniencöä of 
ättending large fkibltc meedngs eaiä comi^ittees : 
and would manifest on thes6 occa$k»2s an iGtiff for 
th^ dispatth of business, supported by no other 
proof of it At home, unmindii|l of the duties 
pf domestic economy, poid die ^xei^cise oC thät 
dispQsitiönwhich Ishould characterise. the. sex, 
they were either wholly occupied in devofional 
contem{)lätions, or ^ compassing sea änd lai^d! 
to make proselytes of the cottag^*s of the; 
nei^bourhood, among whom also, ivh^n yisitr 
ing the sick^ although taking upon.them the 
functions of the dergy, they avoided iheit. 
practice of uafaig the prescribed forms of the 
Phurch, ör'those composed by the most pious 
and leamed of her sons, but gave way to the 
unrei^trained volubility, and unbridled poi]|^g$- 
forth of extemporaneous efiusions. Their con-^ 
versation was at all times. con^ed to ohe 
sübj^c^ their employments to pne end ; ihey. 
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delivered to öthiers, and th«y 'i-eceived theni- 

sdves, .nothing but.what they called ^exposi- 

^ticms of Scripture ;* they jöined only in a pioiis 

Jnterchaxige of sentiment« Now^ tjiough I ad- 

.mitthegöodness of their ihtentions, and of their 

. readiness to yield so much to self-denial, yet tke 

j^or^pf their life- and condüct had an oppoidlle 

;.efiect to. that which they intended; for I sttU 

;]naintain9 that though actuated by what were 

«meant as the best religioüs motives, their views 

.of religion . vere palpably erroneous ; for no 

\;^here do the Scriptures exhibit the Ahtiighty 

•as requiring the whole and ünintemipted solemn 

; Service of his creatures* The very appoint^ 

vment of one day in seven; for his exclusive 

'.worship» and man's repoee, the change firom ^^r 

to night, and many other such circamstances^ 

point out ^ the time for all things;' the tinie 

,for actic», the time for fest, the time for wor« 

.Aipf for business and enjoyment ; butnotone 

endless circle of unbroken seriousness: m», 

indeedj^ would it be reasonable; for the mind, if 

it can at all, is bound down with great difficul^ 

to the exclusive pursuit of one unchanging 

jpbjecL But this is not i(U upon. whkh I found 

N 3 
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ny ol^ao(ion% whick iure more porticidariy 
levalkd agttiii^t thftt »terprelatkm and mder* 
rtüiuling of the Scriptiires tiieoiaelves, wUdi 
tbese l< ^j M ff>i»y - fnd such ladies as these» FWfinti Wr 
• No : I CBDnot drsw £ram this souroe tfaat rät «f 
akgittnent wldch mdkes for sn uBifomdy setmB 
or gloomy deportment; say what you will, I 
Tepeatiti that it is not the object oi geferame 
MÜgioQ to ov^rcaM the mind and coimtenanoe; 
•all is not domds and darkness; thereisason 
rwhich, -though not ahntys seen, oomininify 
•breaks through and dispenes theiii« My 
.opinions, Wüch at fiiBt amoimted to mere sim- 
misesy are now, alas ! iaUy, nay» they ase msat 
.&tally oonfinned ! My child» who pofiaesaed a 
•mkid pecdoarly susceptihle of deq> and laadng 
impressitm?» sustained the first shodk of earthly 
'Catamity when your Letitia died; bot these 
Ji aeeds of dgection» though deeply implanted, 

might in time have been eradieated, had' she 
.not met with oongenial mttriment, and been es»- 
' posed to an atmosphere snited to its gvowth ; 
•bcaioe it'has. strack a deeper root, and barM; 
'forth into. a luxurianoy of melancholy which 
.'h^ endtd in extmvi^ance. It was too iate to 
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qopljr the rimedy wkem ÜbB.ämemt was mortflli 
in maa weremoned her permn from one pboe 
ta anotlwry her mind was riveted lo one fipot^ 
in Tain we tried to divect it by diaiige^ in vain 
we taedto fiaed tt widi mord wiiolesome nutli* 
m^nt; ahe» like Rachel» ^rcfiised tö be Mm^ 
fortad,' and fit leoigth manifested tokens 4^* 
nneffoiTOOBl derangeanent. We tMk the best 
advicaupcm her case; we never left her day o» 
night; and wfaen her mind became whollybe* 
Bi^iodf we renxrred her to a distance, lo a 
place of redrem&ktf and gave np all our atten- 
tion to her rccoveiy* All our effixrts, bowever, 
were unavailing, |uid seemed to bave the very 
oppositQ teadexkcy to tbat wUch tfaey were 
desttned to produoe» The pocM* sulfer^r beeame 
otttragepus, and no eye could gaze upon her 
wh^re there was a heart to feel, or wh3e me- 
mory. recalled what s)ie so lately was. Her 
mother's health now began visibly to dedine, 
and as the last means of presenring |t, I was 
prevailed upon to send her to the Asylum near 
thi» place; in this, after mndi hesitation, I 
acquiesced, as the Gk>veni<»' was not only a nun 
trf'h^h character, and wellloiown to bw, buthad 

N 4? 
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heen under anany and gxeätoUigalioiis to my. 
family. He» whoiiie knew the ckcmns t aiicffij 
came jaiid o£^ed me the most cmimodk>u& 
private f pahments, with all suitable assistantg» 
tog^ther with every other aocommodation. fiur 
Jane» poor . Kathijne*« inaid, who has never kft 
her from the time of her bhih, and iK(ithou4 
^hom her motber would never have ccmsoited» 
iwder any .circumstances». to have paried wUk 
her. At present, I . fear, there can .be no im^ 
media^ hope9 of her. recovery ; but b& I .pro^ 
posed now to pay my first visit to her {fof my 
wife's brotber undertook the charge\of her^ re-» 
moyal), I deterinined not only to communical^ 
my intentipns to .you» but to prevail upon you 
to accQmpany me, and to beg the still greateK 
fayour and comfort of. your promising to ride 

over Qccasioiially to sec^ her." . [ r 

^\ My dear fineiid,'' replied the Doctor, .wha 
durmg this recital had been moved to tenrs, at 
the distressing circumstances which had bee» 
related, particularly as the first cause of thisr 
catastrophe was connected with the ranem?. 
brance of his own child ; ^^ my dear friend, rely, 
upon it, that not only will I accompany you to» 
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tinfoirbw, bat I ' ^1 mstke b point öf tseeii^ * the 
'imhäppy Katfarine once in etery week, or 
.oltener^ if it can tendeither to your comfort or 
vhers. I wäl write a note to the Gon^mor, whom I 
Jcnow^ this eventng, to apprise him of our intens 
.tioit^ tmd to foeg of him to request that the phy- 
jsiciaii of the estabHahm^it may also attend us/' 
' 'This' disdosu5Pe aad the {iroimse which th^ 
Doctor had made, had an immediat^ efiect 
oipon his friend, *whö evidendy derived 'the 
,giieat)est satiis&Gtion from the assurances which 
had beaa given to htm. 

i' Qn the fdftowiiig day^ soon aiter breakfast, 
;the two fiiebds moirated their horses, and, un- 
.attended,. pröceeded to the Asylum : they were 
both extreniely sil^Qt, and it was appar^t that 
^neither wished his meditattons to be intemipted» 
/When.they arriyed at the place, and received 
admittance at the gate of the lodge, they gave 
.their horses in charge to the porter, and watked 
towards the great entrance of the building. 
Here Mr. GoodaU betrayed Symptoms of great 
agitation, and his pale countenance and quiver- 
ing lip, while it excited the strongest feelings, 
called up all the energies of his friend's mind. . 
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<< Come^'^ Said he, ^ oome almig, my firiend, 
Ut US faope die bestt God graat tbat this a£- 
flictioti, iwhicb he has beeii pleafied should befiil 
^oo, may qtwkly be removed^ and t&booyxA k 
«urely mnsl be in tiine; for oases Aat «tise from 
.su<^ svldden caiises are ^eneratty of a tranmiA 
nature ; al least they are very fiur reitoTad from 
thoae thot are keraditäry and conunumcated by 
Wood." 

<<Yes»'' repUedhe, ^ it is 4scirtaiidy a soimse 
of txmaDlatum tfaat as. the cause. k accidaitaly 
the effects are not necessarily perBument/^ 

The Doetonr now rung the great ball, «hich 
.was answered by a person ndiio diowed. them 
into an aparimeat fixr the jrecqption'of imtars 
iconnßcted witfa the paticnts, and afanoat in^ 
.mediately Mr« Mfldway, the gotnemor, nuide hm 
appearance. He was a man of great respeot- 
tability» open manoers^ and possessed a oounte» 
'naxkce which bespdce a most intelligent nmid. 
He directly advanced towards the wretehed 
Alher, and receiFed him with great tendemess 
4ind feeling; bnt as he perceived him unable |o 
.enter into conversation, he addressed himself to 
his compani<m« 
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^ Dr. Freemfln^" said he^ ^^ we have made 
^be jKNing lady aa caBÖfiniaUe as die can be^ 
ändher Bsaid is .deci4edly of opiiuoKi that she 
jKceiYios IM acfißsation to her ooi&plaiiit.from any 
attdi outward andmuiTOtdable causes as had 
-äuKttfladencjr while she was ajt home.— " 

/^ Buty my good Sir/', impodently exdaimed 
ihejbtiier» >^ ia «be.at all mendk^? arethere 
Xko &voiirable Symptoms ? aar am I to apprehend 
that she is, if possible, weise ?' 
; « Sr," Said Mr.Mfldway, « she haa only 
been here a fortoight, and a neipr Situation firc^ 
^eutly brings with it firesh excitement^. so that 
dit'present it is quite impossible that we should 
>be äble, indeed.it woidd be premature^ to form 
aay qptmioa of her. I regret that the physician 
is unavoichibly prevented firom waitingupoiLyou ; 
but had he been here, after so short a trial.he 
woiild haye given no opiniou in tbis case*: i^ 
JuHPever, Dr.Freemaa will aecompany me I 
will conduct him to her apartment^ iand in the 
mean time will send her maid to attend upon 
-you here.'^ ' 

L :*' What," Said he, *< what, mäy I not see her 
myself?" 
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!. " I think/' . rdplied khe GFpvemor, "it wöiild 
be better that you should not; it jamy cxseasion 
her additional uneasiness, and Dr. Freeman wiU 
report to you her present State, and in what 
jnanner she is accömmodated." 

" Irideed," continieed tbe Doctor, ^' it certainly 
IS better that ybu shbiild rely upon my infotm- 
ation, . witbout exposing yoiirself or ,ber to an 
interview which can be bräeficial to neithor et 
you." : 

" Perhaps it ,would be best," he replied, 
^' but as I am come hiiher fbr that express 
purpose,^ I shall not be satisfied unless I sqe 
Jher; besides, I gave her. mpther the ppsitiin^ 
a^siiralice that I would, and she nuiy opnchide 
that Kathrine was worse than perhaps sh^ is, if 
I teil her that I was persuaded to forc^ my 
■intentions." . - 

. '.* Well, then, Mr. Mildway," s^d the DocttMr, 
f^ under tl|ese drcumstances we jnust: consent^ 
and so lead ps on«" They were now ccmducted 
some way .up the great staircasey when they 
arrived at a landing-place ; here a door was uxi^ 
locked which led .through, a passage to somei 
others. 
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• '^*-Thesc,''^aid tEe Göveraof, *^on the left are 
&e privafte apartments of a yoiing lady who has 
been here ^r some time ; ^ese ön the'right arö 
idlotted tb Miss Groodall, and this,'' said he,'^^ is 
the ätite-roonf . to the one wliich she now occu-i 
pies ; ')£, thereföre» you will go through it, you 
wül immediktely see her." The two friends now 
adTB&ticed, andupoh the Dckitor's quiedy opening 
the ddor/they saw the wretcfaed Kathrine on h^r 
knees* in an agony 6f silent devption ; her figurey 
thoitgfa eiiiaciated, was graceful in every move-4 
nient; her beaütiM hair was.haiiging loosely 
and .disheveUed' abbut her. Shoulders ; her face 
was tumed tbwärds the wall, while her'hahds 
raised' on ,high were clasped and uncläsped cön-» 
vulsively. After being thus occüpied a . few. 
minnfes,. she broke out in^ the. wildest and 
most incoherent rhapisody of intense devotioh^ 
mingled with dreadfid shrieks, as she supplicated 
xhercy from all the .supernatural horrörs ahd 
form^nts by which she conceived herself. tolbe 
siirröunded. The afflicted father stoöd rlveted 
to the floor, bUt everyonuscW of his face was* in 
motion,. aitd'his kne^s tottered ünder luii^ wKlst 
sUept but impas^icln^ tears stret^n^ ^öm.his 
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countenanee, and tricklod down ^ to the. v^ 
ikifts of his clodung.' ^ne now apptoathtd 
io sooth her nustress^ vko» at lengtfa, orerconM 
by fatigue and exertion, clasped lier in her atm^ 
and, burying hier head in her' aptoBi titteied 
moans pierdng and pitiable beyond all oon* 
ception, while her bosom heaved with Ai^ mcxM 
ooaflicting and agonizing sobai theo sndAenlf 
starting and tuming aronndshe oughta/Tisir 
pf the spectatQtS) towaxds whom sfae in» in tba 
act of bomiding^ idien her eye caughi tfaat üi 
hearfidher. It acted.like lightning, she instantly 
reooiied, and then with % look of snch deep 
and pierdng penetratzon as only the iasane esn 
edülnt, she assumed a dijferent aspeot, grihcKi^g^ 
her teeth and yellxng hideonsly. 

^ Y0U9'' Said she, ^ yes> it iras you,*' and iw* 
Bing to him she grasped his arm with stspa^- 
human force, *^ it was you that bioaght me to 
this State — why did you not spare Letitia? 
Why did you 'not porohase gvace for mey and 
sa;ee me fiom coming to tfais torment? Ooback 
to the World and be oonverted, lest yoU como 
to this place of buming«-* my head is now on 
fise, whjr do you m>t qaenchii? Put it oat, put 
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ii oat, ff tbere still be mercy;" aad windiiig 
her hasr urith all her sur^gtii aibund her 
temples» abe ieil «ad roUed nposx the'flcxHr i» 
Bgony ! 

^^ For Heayen's sake»'' säid Jaae, <^ take avmy 
my master, or mj jtnmg mistres» will be worsd 
tbaneweae V* The Doctor now took his fiiend's 
Acm and drew bim, stapefied as he was» hcaa du» 
heajihräidiiig scme^ aUesded fa^ the Oovernor^ 
wfao ordcring addkiomal assistance to be given^ 
WMit himsdr tb piepare a mediciiw Ibr \haD 

'Ab SKXHi aä the i^^itated father ccmld speak^^ 
^ My deaif Dodbr/^ ^soid h^ ^ leaye me fer a 
i&cMft time to rayseli^ mid let Jane be sent ta 
■le aa socn as her mistress is more composed." 

Tbe Doctinr now quitted the loam, and 
meeting Mr. MiMway in the hall, he requested 
him to give arders diat Kathrine's makl migfat 
attend Mr. GoodaU, as soon as she could give 
a more &Tourable acooimt of. hiis daugbter. 
Ulis reqnest was uo sooner eompUed ivith»' 
Ümk both of them ivialked iiit<» the garden to 
oonverse. 

,M You see^ Sir^" said MnlMildway, ^' what 
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a pitiable case is this; The factis^. sihce this 
young lady's arrival here, she has^been pro* 
gressively worse, and you now see her under the 
most unfavourable curcumstances ; when ishe has 
been lohger here, she will become ibmiliarised 
to the place and to those who attend her, and 
the physician then hc^es that the disease will 
gradually abate and ultimately disappear ; but 
this is not, I assure you, by many, a singular 
case. At the present moment we have three 
or four whose malady proceeds from religiousr 
extravaficance, for both extremes conthiuälly 
epe«!« U, prodnce tl«^ s.d etk^ as weh 
those that are itoo glöomy, hs those that are toö 
wflxhi and elated. Ferhaps you wöuld like to 
walk through the different wards ? " The Doctor 
having expressed hb desire to do so, they now 
retumed to the house, when, upon unlocking a 
döor, they entered a very long and large apart-^ 
ment. . 

. " This," Said the Grovernor, " is the female . 
ward ; and here we have almost every Variation 
of the disease eoceniplified ia the patients 
around us. They who carry their hands in 
small nmffs are the worst, and are secured by 
what they thus look upon as the outward 
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Symbols öf omameiits. Talk freely with ariy 
thät speak to you, and shew no desire to avoid 
them. This one," said h^ turning towards a 
robust good-looking woman, ^^ fancies herseif 
a Duchess, and keeps aloof from all, excepting 
two or three whom she calls * The Quality.' 
Yonder are sitting three females together, 
exhibitmg as many distinet kinds of msanity : 
one with a face indicative of sheer vacuity of 
mind, is perpetiially laughing ; to most people 
this is considered more disgusting than any 
other. The next, who struggles in contortions 
and is cryii;^, is secured to the table against 
which she sits ; the other, with a fixed ferocity 
of countenance, whoise brows are constailtly 
knitted, and whose attention is quite unmoved, 
is melaincholy ; the very worst of all, whether 
we consider the patient or the keeper. You 
see several bustling about, as if occupied in 
business ; to these I häve given varibus little 
things in trust, and after they have detaihed 
them' for a time, they retum them for others ; 
lipon this. they assume a self-importance, and 
their minds are thus kept, for the most part, 
diverted from themselves. * Those Walking 

o 
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aliout in strait waistcoats» wear them only 
for certain bours of the day,*after whic^ they 
are taken oSy and then remaux haimless ; yery 
frequendy they diemselves are. aware of the 
approach of their paroxysms,. aad wül volun- 
tarily come to be thus secttred* You see 
through the iron-worked gate behind-you, tbat 
large wheel, on the circumference of which is 
&5tened a strong sort of chair? We have 
lately had recourse to this machiney which has 
not been long invented. It is designed to relieve 
those who are suddenly seized with paroxysms ; 
upon which occasions they are tightly secured in 
the chair, and a person tums the crank, which^ 
in consequence of the multiplying wheeh^ oom^ 
mumcates a tremendously rapid motion ; imme- 
diately afterwards the patient is exdted to 
sickness, and he is taken out perfectly sub* 
dued." 

^^ And pray/' asked the Doctor, '^ is this 
extraordinary method found to answer ?* 

" To that question," replied the Grovemor, 
*^ I am tiot yet prepared to make a reply, 
because we have tried it but a very short time ; 
it is certahkf however, diat immediate relief is 
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clMained, and some of the patiefits, ifvhen sud- 
denly aissailed by their fits, will iiistantly call 
out for the wheel. The action of the air upon 
the brain, through which they are so rapidly 
whirled, produces» I think, a beiieficial effect 
Do you See, Dr. Freeman, a young woman 
working at her needle ?" pointmg to a decently 
dressed female near one of the Windows ; ** her 
attention is seldom or never taken from her 
work, while the other near hör is perpetually 
prying into every thing, and is never silent 
except when she is asleep/' 

A small side-door of the room now opened, 
through which there enternd a young female, 
foUowed at a little distance by an attendant 
maid in a Walking dress. " Here/' said the 
humane conductor, '^ here comes the Poetess, 
perhaps to salute you, Sir, which she will do 
by quoting with great accuracy, and not unfre- 
quently with strong allusion, from half the 
poets that have ever existed. She is at all 
times harmless during the day, but not always 
so at night, when she conceives herseif in- 
spired ; she is then often so frantic as to require 
restraint*' 

o 2 
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The person of whom he spoke now ap- 
prpached, and repeated, as she came towards 
them, — 

^ Doubt that the ^tars are fire, 
Doubt that the «un doth move, 
Doubt truth to be a liar, 
But never doubt I iove !" 

Then stopping directly in front of theni, 
exclaimed, — 

** Howl, howl, howly howl ! Oh, you are men of stones^ 
Had I your tongues and eyes, Fd use them so 
That heav'n'svault should crack ! Oh, heisgoneforever f 
I know when one is dead and when one liyes; 
He's dead as earth ! " 

and on she went, carrjdng in one hand a few 
leaves of paper, and in the other a pen, with 
which she walked about, occasionally stopping, 
and pretending to commit . her thoughts to 
writing. She was young and interesting; her 
dark eyes were lighted up with a most ex- 
pressive brilliancy ; her features were regulär, 
but her countenance was pale as death. There 
was in her figure perfect symmetry, and she 
carried^th her the air and manners of one 
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who häd not only been well ediicated, vbuf 
had evidently moved in the higher wälks of 
life.^ : 

«Do, Mr. Mildmay," said the Doctbr, ** do 
infbrm me who that young lady is, surely 
there must be ' something unusually interest- 
ihg connected with her ; how elegant, how 
graceful!" I 

"That unhappy creature," said he, •* is the 
daughter of a clergyman, whom death lefi an 
orphan at a very early age. So good and 
eiigaging were her manners, and so pitiable' 
wasJber case, that a neighboüring nobleman, 
one oiF whöse livings her father held, took her 
into his own &niily, by whom she' was' so 
kindly treated, that she might be said to be' 
adopted. Here her accdmplished rnihd, her 
person, and her sweetness of temper attracted 
the;attention of a young soldier, who united in 
himsielf all those agreeable and highly polished* 
quidifications and endowments of mind, that 
could not fail to endear him to those who 
appreciate high feeling, excessive sensibility, 
playfiilness of rfancy, and luxuriancy of talent 
in the manly form. His affecüon for this* 

o 3 



f9B TH£ LUKATIC ASYLUAf. 

jTioung lady had be^i excited by all that could 
interest a braye and .open heart, and had 
finally been riveted by that sympathy, that con- 
giaiiality of thought and feeUng so well calculated 
to be united. Beiog called upon to join his 
r^iment abroad» he ob^^d the snnunons, not 
however, before. they had .interchanged their 
hearts, and he had avowed her as the destined 
object of his.chpice« Conceive, Sir, the feel- 
ings of one who had now met with a permanent 
{NTOtector ta giuurd her, as himself, against the 
outward ills 6f life ; of an orphan who united 
the fond ties of parent, brother, and friend, to 
that stiU möre endearing, of an affianced lover ; 
of one who, in the charact^ of a destined 
husband, saw the beauties of a manly figure 
united to all the graces of a refined mind; — 
conceive this, Sir, and you may form some 
jynt notion of the.efifect which a sudden blight 
of all these promises nuist produce upon such 
a Scame ! The young man feil in action ! and 
she became distracted !'- 

A tear feil from his cheek as he spoke, and 
i6eeing its companion lurklng in the Doctor'» 
eye; hexontinuied — " I declare, Sir, I never 
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can look upon this young lady, fiuniliarized as I 
am to her appearance, without feeling something 
that oppresses my breath, and, in spite of me, 
stops my uttetance, only that it may speak with 
my eyes," — and he possed his hand^erchief over 
bis &ce. ^^ Poor Creatore, she is just come out 
to take her usual walk here, which she does 
every day, seldom or ever noticing those around 
her; although she likes Coming among them so 
'much, as to be quite uneasy if she be not al- 
lowed to enjoy this public promenade. Her 
apartments, which you will remember I pointed 
out to you, as joining those of Miss Goodall, 
exactly correspond with them.'' During this 
time the unhappy girl had walked slowly along 
the room, frequently in the attitude of deep 
thinking, frequently stopping, and as often en- 
gaged in either seeming to write, or in actually 
quoting from different authors. She again 
passed the Doctor and his conductor ; and with- 
ont appearing to regard them, indulged in 
redting-*- 

Blert 98 th* immortal Gods is he, 
The Byn^h that foodly dts by thee, 
And sees and hears thee all the while 
Softly speak, and sweetly smile ! 

o 4 
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'Twas tbis deprived my Soul of rest 
• And raised such tumults in my breast ! 

Then breaking out into an original strain : — 

Hark ! I hear the batile's roer; 
See! the polished armour glances; ' 
Mark ! the ground is wet with göre, 
The bugles sound, the foe advances. 

See ! his crest is gaily Streaming, 
Quick bis shining sword he draws; 
Honour in his look is beamii^, 
-For he fights in freedom's cause. 

Hush ! hush ! — oh, list that dreadfui sound ! 
He ÜEÜls ! he falls — he dies ! he dies — 
Life is gushing througb the wound, 
See, througb air his spirit rise. 

*< Alas !" Said the Doctor, ^^ she is indeed 
another Sappho !" , And he foUowed Mr. Mild- 
way slowly and pensively through a door into 
another largeroom, which was allotted to the 
men. " Here," said he, " we afe come to the 
great male ward. The worst patients here are 
pinioned to prevent their doing themselves or 
others any injury ; the rest are quietly disposed ; 
but, Sir, I am afraid I must beg you to excuse 
me now for a very short time, as it is necessary 
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for irie to go to the surgery bislowj for medicines 
which are in immediate want ; indeed, I should 
have been there lang before. Rely upotf it 
ihat there are none here who either will or can 
annoy yoü ; and ag^st the fiirthest door ät the 
bottom of the ward, you see one of'the keepers ; 
he will explain every thing that you may ask 
hiiB ; and if you will have the kindness to give 
him this key, he will afterwards conduct you by 
thib private staircase, to the apartment where I 
shall be found at your entire service." So say- 
ing, he unlocked the doör by which they had 
entered, and disappeared in an instant. 

The Doctor, with a rnind not perfectly com* 
posed, assumed a confidence, which, at this 
moment, he did not actually possess ; yet with a 
firm, and not a hunried air, he walked down the 
room, and approachihg the person to whom he 
had been directed, he said, " the Goveriior has 
requested me to teil you, that you are to pöint 
out to me the difierent situations and circuin- 
stances of the patients here, and then to take 
me down to the room below by the private door, 
of which this is the key." The man made a 
bow and took it. " I suppose,'' contiriued th^ 
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Doctor» yoa consider the hoiise now as fiill as 
it cän well be." 

^ Indeed^" he replied^ ^^ the Hospital is a 
great deal too much crowded -— we are altoge- 
ther too much confined; but what mdi poverty 
on the one hand,* and depravity on the other, 
there is cause enough for sickness and disease ; 
and yet, what is esdraoidinary, they are so well 
taken care oi^ so well fed, and so comf<H*tabIe9 
that very few have any wish to leave the 
house.'' 

♦* Indeed !" said the Doctor; ** you really 
astonish me. Surely, notwithstanding the com* 
fiort and kindness they experience, they must 

have a strong dislike to the confinement." 
" I assure you, Sir," replied the other, " you 

are quite mistaken; for I verily beUeve, that 

were you to throw open the doorl^, few would 

leave the ward, unless merely to gratify their 

curiosity/* 

^^ What is the Situation of that man ?" con«- 

tinued the Doctor^ directing his view to a patient 

in a blue jacket. 

" That," rq)lied the other, " is a Sailor,- who,. 

having been washed overboard in the North 
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Seas,' in a fit of intoxication, caught a cold» 
which haa never yet been cured : he calls 
himself Jonah, because he was taken up by 
a Whaler; and here he is preaching to the 
Ninevites : you may well smile, for it is a cor- 
mical conceit. That man next to him is his 
constant follower, I may say, disciple ; he is a 
gardener.'' 

^Vl think I have seen him before; what is 
his iiame ?" said the Doctor, ' 

" I think not," said his. informer ; " I believe 
he is a stranger, a Gentile; his name is," — and 
here he hesitated, — " is — Grethsemane !" 

The Doctor was abont to express his surprise 
when he saw a: man making a direct point at 
him £rom the other ^id of the room, and 
was now directing his steps towards thenu 
^' Who is the vcmx making up to us, in a red 
waistcpat?' 

^^ That is the worst patient we have," ire» 
plied the other ; '^ I would not reoommend your 
going near him, fpr he is a very abusive and ill-»* 
behaved fellow ; and dislikes me merely, I be^ 
lieve, because my waistcoat happens to be yellow» 
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He pretends to be of great consequaace here,' 
and wcnild &in pass for the master pf the house r 
he is; for commanding every body. The best 
way is to take no sort of notice of hun/' The 
man now approached, and beckoned the Doctor's 
companion, dien diook his.head, and was about 
to address him, wben a most outrageous tumult 
broke out at the further end of the ward fixMn 
which he had come ; a great scuffle^ Tery high 
words, and some hard blows ensued, upon which 
he posted back with great precipitation to 
join it. 

The Doctor's guide, tuming. to him, said, 
<^ Sir, I fear something disagreeable is likely to 
happen, which you may not like to witness ; and 
I think you had better retire ;" and taking the 
key out of his pocket, he was hampering the 
lock some time brfore he could undoit " This 
lock," said he, ^^ is always hard to come at; 
but it is undone, and you had better make the 
most of your time." So.saying, he closed the 
door, and bolted it aller him, and then con- 
ducted the Doetor down a staircase to a passage 
leading to two other doors. " There, Sir,'* 
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bald he, poiiiting to lliei furthest, ^^ I hear^th^ 
Governor's voice ; tbere ybu may join him, and 
retumlhim the tey." r' '; 

< Hie Doctory putting a shilUng into his band, 
stepped forward, and found Hr. Mildway äi-^ 
gaged in compounding medtcines. .^^ I shall 
finish, I)r;.Freeinan,'* said he, as he entered, 
.^^ in less than five minutes, and will attend you 
tb Mr. GoödalL" 

; 'After a shbrt.conversatioh upon what he had 
Seen, the Doctor was conducted back to bis 
friend, who now appeared more composed. 
Jane, in the interim^ had given her master:the 
grateful intelligence that his daughter had fallen 
into a deeprsleep, after one of the most viöleht 
paroxysms she had ever witiiessed. She had^al50 
fiirther assured bim bf the unreniittihg attention 
paid by the physician, and by Mr. and Mrs. 
Mildway, to her young lady's case and situ-^ 
iation, which had the effect of convincing him, 
that no where could she be more comfortably, 
nor more advantageously situated. 

" Permit me,'Mr. Mildway," said the father^ 
^^ to thank you for the great attention you and 
Mrs. Mildway have paid to my poor child. \ 
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hei flssured that all 8her0%nrires will be ußofded 
her, fmd tfaat Ae will waöit iiodiing that human 
skül can administer for her nM0^ry. I have 
i»ily to heg, for the fiirther coiwriation of my 
wife, that our best of friends, the Dqmtor here^ 
may always have access to her. And noir, 
Doctor, let us retum to the Rectory ." 

He had hardly spoken, when several perscn^ 
came to the room for the Gov^mor,' to infori^ 
him that one of the padoits had efiected his 
eseape from the houRe, and that the keepers 
were gone out «fter him. In vain he enquired 
who it was ; no one could makeany other reply 
than that the keepers were heard to say, ^^ they 
should catch him before the Govemor could 
hear of the matter." 

^^ Then,'' said Mr. Mildway, ^ I am under 
no uneasiness whateyer« Oentleme», I will 
attend you to the Forter's Lodge." 
. As they proceeded down the long broed 
gravel walk, a knocking was heard on the other 
side of the outer gate, wliich, as it (q>ened, ex- 
hibited the retum of the fugitive. 

f^ 1 can see already," said the Doctor, *^ that 
the party has been successfiil; for I myself cati 
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see the patient ; bat still I don't know how it 
, is, £:>r he seems znore like oiie leading than 
being le4/* 

'^ Tlie padent may be seen dearly enough/' 
aaid the Govemor, ^^ by the yellow waistcoat 
he has <m" 

<< Tliat ! — that the patient I " cried the Dootor, 
manifesdng tokens of alarm, — <^ why that is 
the man under whose direction you placed me 
jttst DOW, in the male ward*" 

<^ Surely, Doctor, yöu are mistaken/* re* 
plied the Govemor; ^^ the pers(m to whom I 
directed you was the keeper by his side, who 
wears a red waistcoat" 

The party now came up. 

'* I teil you," Said the capüve, ^^ it was that 
Gentleman in black that asked me to go out 
with him, and fumished me with the key of th^ 
door ; and told me the Govemor had ordered 
iL I don't wish to go away, because I am so 
happy here, as I. told the Gentleman. Isn't 
that the truth, Sir?" 

** Why," Said the Doctor, " it is very true, 
my firiend, that you did say all this ; but it 
seems I mistook you; and as you must have 
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known this yoursel^ you should have put me 
right What you säy is, indeed, literally and 
religiously true, but ^* 

*^ Religiously true!" exclaimed the man, 
dwelling on these last words, and assuming a 
wilder aspect, — " What is religiously true ? 
I say nothirig but grace in the heart, and cön- 
version of sinners ; nothing — — — " änd here 
he läunched out into such incoherent violence, 
as to put the question of his insanity beyond all 
poissible dispute, while it required all the efforts 
of those who held him to restrain hiih from 
mischief; but, with additional help, they hur- 
ried him back to his confinement. 

** Dn Freeman," said the Govemor, " I am 
not at all surprised at your mistake ;' none but 
those who have had explerience can at all con- 
ceive how exceedingly artful and ensiiaring 
these people are; they perpetüally elude all 
our vigilance and caution. At intervals no 
stranger will think many of them at all im- 
paired in mind ; and at sucK times, in fact, they 
are not. No; unless when underthe influehce 
of their rulirig pasiäions ; and so long as you 
refirain from touching the string on which their 



THE LUNATIC ASYLÜM. 209 

malady hangs, to every outward appearance 
they seem rational; but strike the &tal string, 
and in one moment the mind is jarred, and dis- 
cord follows V* 
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In the Church which had the benefit of the 
Services of Dr« Freeman and Mr. Deaoon, the 
Holy Sacrament was regularly administered once 
amonth. Bythiswiseregalation,frequentoppor- 
tunities were afibrded to the pious pari of the oon- 
gregation to partake in the Feastof theLamb,and 
of laying at the feot of the altar, the burthen of 
their cares, and the weight of their sins ; whilst 
the less devout were wamed by the admonitions 
4if their Pastor in his eamest and oft-repeated 
invitation to the Holy Communion, of theur 
danger in n^lecting an ordinance so fiill of 
oomfi»!, eacotungement, and hope, iEuid so essen- 
tkX to their salvation. The good effect of this 
shade of likeness to the Apostolic times was 
yearly more visible; and the goodDoctor hadthe 
proud satis&ction of seeing the nuxnber of com- 
iDunicantsmore thän trebled frpmthe timehe had 
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muitiplied theobservance of this CfarisdaR pvaor 
tice« Therewere,i]:ideed,personsw|H)€x>nstdered 
such srecurrence unnecess9rUyfreqttent,aiidwho 
eonsequendy satisfied themselvea witb a pmrti- 
cipaSLof L ordinance once or twice rUie 
year, more as the qualification to hold some 
secular office than to secure any spiritual benefi$. 
Aiix>ng these wßs a Mr. Heron, a man who had 
IKiqiiired a haiidsome competenpe by means best 
knpwn to himself. They who were acquainted 
li^lth hun fifteen y^ars ago, were astonished to 
6^d bim trpnsformed from an Attomey's scrib- 
bl<»*, o^ ,a very limited salary, intoa Gentleman 
fif indqpendent foi^une. But though this P^o- 
lei^ efiect had taken place in bis ciremnstances, 
i% was , not düBSicult to delineate tbe original 
€biciH[iefy of cbaracter, the low trick of petty 
cimning, and the m^aoness of upstart gain. 
like the monkey who had seen the world, and 
Gontnved by dress ^nd foreign haUts some- 
;\nF)iatto alter hisnative form, but who, never- 
theless» wae^:^ a monk^ still; Mr. Heron'i^ 
Hl^pearance^ thpugh garnished.and set ofF by a 
cnrriale and pfliirpf bays y^^ gilt hamessi could 
^1 whoUy bUn^ the eyes^of the wof Id to hi^ 
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true hature, and lethefy their remembrance of 
his formeP habits and condition. As, therefbre, 
he found that his admission into that better part 
of Society, in which charaeter, demeanour, and 
respectability are more regarded than a long 
purse and stylish equipage, he resolved, in th^ 
true spirit of his Satanic Majesty, who deemed 
it better " to reign in hell than s<erve in heaven," 
to put himself at the head of a patty iu the 
parish, which had fbr its object a speciousness 
of goöd ; but whidb, in reality, opposed the 
better-disposed, merely because they were fiiends 
of Order. Headed by such a man, the refiise 
of the parish, to whom faction is a blessmg, and 
discord food, were more ready to clog the 
wheels of parochial management, than by putting 
their Shoulders to them, to enable the officers 
to conduct all things orderly, peaceably, and 
well. 

There were others, also, who from one reason 
or another, thoügh regulär attendants on Divine 
Service, neglectedto join in that goodly Company, 
who ^ tobk the cup of salvatioii and called upon 
the name of the Lord.'* Among these, in par*- 
ii^duldr, was Mr, Armstrong, a man in other 
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respects strictly orthodox, and a constant wor- 
shipper in the Church of bis Fore&thers with his 
^ family and. wife,' but wbo, on all occasions of 
tbe Sacrament, kept way. This man bad, by 
dint of a persevering industry and a strict line 
x>f bonourable dealing witb bis customers, con- 
tfived to realize a small independency, and at 
tbe age of fifty resigned to bis two eldest sons 
tbe füll management and profits of a business, by 
wbicb be bad attained bis present rank in so- 
ciety. Probity and integiity, tbougb clotbed in 
rags, command respect, and sooner or later 
attain tbat notice from society, wbicb is never 
witbbeld from deserving objects. So was it 
witb Mr. Armstrong. He was received and 
esteemed by a large circle of respeetable neigb- 
bours. And tbougb be could not wbolly cast 
off tbe tecbnicality or dappemess of bis former 
way of life, bis unblemisbed cbaracter was 
deemed a sufficient salvo for bis ^ smack of tbe 
counter.' He bad lately been introduced to 
Dr. Freeman, wbo bad made two or tbree 
.friendly calls upon bim ; tbe last of wbicb Mr. 
Armstrong was retuming on a moming wbicb 
foHow^ tbe Sacrament day, wheh, äfter tbe 
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ttsiud iaterchange of salutafiGns, he b^ged to 
thank the Doctor for his beaütifiil sermon on 
Christian Unity preached the day before. 

*^ There was something in it, Reverend Sir," he 
observed, ^^ which took my attention very mudi. 
It was pretty and pathetic, and as I used to say 
to my customers wh^ I had an article I oould 
recommend, the texture was so fine, and the 
colour so tastefully blended, that it was both 
pleasing and useful." 

'* Really, my good friend," said the Doctor, 
whose good humour exceeded his vanity, *^ your 
compliment is so complex and twisted, that I, 
who am no adept in the machinery of Spital- 
fidds, am scmiewhat at a loss to comprehend it. 
But, however, I am glad you approve of any 
thing which I address to my flock, as it is my 
wish to attract only that I may instruct* But 
do you not think, that Mr. Deacon*s discoorse 
yesterday, on the Sacrament, was not only 
well delivered, but ably and satis&ctorily 
handledr 

" That it was well delivered," replied Mr. 
Armstrong! *^ I readily grant, because that I 
understand; but of its ability and satiäbctib% I 
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I have never made i^ my mind." 

" Tim. qonfessio%". $9id the Doctori " gives 
me room to hope tbat you will bare np objecr 
tiqiß to disciis^ the s^bject witli me» and» llickily, 
here ocimes my fii^ndj^ Mr. Deacon." 
.. Here tbe worthy Curate was introduced» to 
whom tbe Dpctpr rdated the sutjgecl; of the^r con- 
yersatioiii and.be^^^that he woiildtakeptort init. 

^' Gentleman," said Mr. Armstrongi who huX 
drawn 9]at bis watch whilst the Döctpr wa& 
fpeaking, ^^ I find (hat I have not time now to 
enter fiilly into diis question ; but whenever bodi^ 
9^ you ar^ disengafied, and will condescend to 
drink t^ with Mrs. Armstrong and mjsel^ we 
sball be proud of the honour of your Com- 
pany. . Perbaps you will &your us this evening.^ 
T- The invi^tion was accepted, and Mr. Arm- 
strong took bis leave. 

Wben^this moming visitant was gone, and 
fhe two Divines bad sat about half an boui^ 
discussing the merits of populär publications». 
^e^ werte intemipted by the noisy dattering of 
borses' boofr» mixvd with tbe rattle of carria« 
wbeel^jrbic^ a}I at.once subsjded a^t the dopif» 
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and was foUowed by a loud thund^ing peal 
upon the rapper. 

** Who comes here ?" was the mutaal ex- 
clamation ; ** I dare say it is — " 
' *^ The Honourable Mrs. Dr83rniore," was 
announced; who came forward with all the 
height of Step, and loftiness of galt, which con- 
scious b^iuty, a large jointore, and a &sldoiiable 
edttcation can confer. ^^ To you, my good 
Doctor, and you, Mr, Curate, for I really ferget 
your name, I oSsr my morning salutations. It 
is now some weeks since I either saw or heard 
of you. The &ct is, my time is so completely 
taken up in raising subscriptitms for religious 
purposes, six days out of seven, and the other 
day has lately been — " 

" Not spent, Madam, in that house of God/* 
interrupted the Doctor, " in which you were 
wont to be regularly seen." 

^ lliough I have not been found, Doctor, 
among your flock, I have been attending places 
of worship in which I have heard the cause of 
God, of religio% and of humanity, advocated in 
several chapels, in which have been made col- 
lections that would have deüghted the Apostles 
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ihemselves. Hiere are — let me reckpn — one, 
two, — at least six, that have latelyoccupied my 
attention, and drawn from all the neighbouring 
country large crowds«of Christians." 

« Yes, and money .fcom.the ppckets of those 
who could ill spare the contents," again inter- 
rupted the Doctor. ^^ You will allow me the 
liberty of an old.friend to d[>serve, that it would 
have been more becoming the Hon. Mrs.Dray- 
more, to be found in the Church of her Fore- 
fathets, than in conv^itides, or schismatic as- 
semblies." 

• " Quite barbarous, Doctor. The Church 
of my Forefiithersi how unfashionable ! As if 
that ought to have any weight with me, who am 
now patroness of half-a^-dozen jsocieties, which 
can boast of reckoning nobility among their 
members. Besides, the old-&shioned. style of 
worship, which ~our forefathers observed, is too 
antique and dull to siüt me. I would have as 
great a change take place in this as has been 
effected in dress. Iknow ofnothmg to which I 
can better compare it than the stiff, staarch, prim, 
demure costume.of former days." 
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<^ And»" replied ihe Doctar^^^there is ao- 
Akig to widch your d«w and pc^ular wordq» 
inay more äptly be likened» than^ the tibin^ gais^^ 
cfrimped, transparent ton of nmdem tbnes« 
Here, MadaiP, yre each find a shmk, suiting 
cur resp^cting hafaits and taste. But as you 
deal.more in similies than.I do> MrlDeacon^ 
Ist ua haTe your opinion on the subject'' 
- ^^ Tbe farillia»^. of Mrs. Drajisnore's wH 
fifmrkles so Yxriäly" answered Mr. Deaeon, 
f^ that I dare not venture any opinion^ 1^ I be 
de^ned barbarous and unfashionabk.'' 

<< Very modest, indeed, and very beoomii^'' 
öbserved the lady. ^' But, to speak the truth» 
Doetör» I begin to find your Ghurch präyers too 
longy.too tedious, and too dry ; they want alsa 
öovelty." 

<^ Rather say," answered the Doctor, ^^tlmt 
the taste of many of these.days is so viqnd, 
ffimsy, unsoondf and &stididns, that every thing 
venerable,' estabKshed» and good, operates ^as a 
nauseate. Naw^.ny^good lädy^ vihere lies the 
^ult ?-^in the form of .prayer% or in tboae wh» 
pray ? I am old^&shioned/ and .ungaflant» iSj 
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Mow'-laboarer, wlio» tkough not half iny yesm, 
entertains tlie same opinion as I do/^ 
' *^ I shaU be veky glad to hear aay argumtot 
eitfaer you or your fineild may advance^" said 
Mrs. Draymore, ^ only do not be too prolix, fbr 
remember, * brevity is the soul of wit,'" 

^^ Doetor/^ said Mn D^on, '* I bare an ien« 
gageiiient whichcaUs me another way. I am dbrry 
I must now take my leave of you. At six oVlock 
I will call again to attend yoä to Mr.Arm«« 
stFong's." Hien bowing to Mrs« Draymore, he 
lefttheröom. 

' " Yoü will* probably have more reverenoe, 
Madam» (et establlshed prayers, wheü I itifimii 
you, thät onr Liturgy is feui!ided'iq)an in^tu^ 
tions which have Gbd for thdr author/' said 
the Doctor. 

*^ That miay^ indeed, give sanction to your 
prayers,** she repHed^ " but tfaey wotdd, never- 
theless, be more attractive^ if they were not a 
set form; It is the extemponuieous mode of 
^rajring which gives Sectarists such an immense 
advantage of er the establishment There ig 
soraething in aprayer uttered ojBT band that wiiis 



220 THE LITÜRGY. 

attention, iand can be better adäpted to the 
several wants and circumstances of a congrega- 
üon than a set form." 

" And yet, my good Madam,'* replied the 
Doctor, ** that mode of praying which wins 
your admiration, is a preconcerted and set form 
of words. Nay, start not; however original 
and off-hand the prayer may be in the mouth 
of the preacher, it becomes a fixed and pre- 
scribed form to the congregation, who must 
dther follow his words and expressions, or 
cause a confiised Jargon of sounds, without 
sense or piety. Thus your conventicks afibrd 
a more arbitrary mode of worship than can 
possibly be objected to us. For I assert, it 
must be much better to know before what you 
are going to address to the throne öf grace, 
than to be the mere automaton of any one, 
whose ravings pass for zeal, and incöherencies 
for Inspiration. Now, Madam, what have you 
to reply to this ? Strip your would-be original 
prayers of their apparent novelty, and divest 
them of their outward trick, and what are they ? 
Unless they be precomposed, and I will ven- 
ture to assert, that in almo$t all cases they are. 
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they.will too often abomid with inconsistenoieg, 
and be füll of wildness and cant. But if they 
are. pre-cömposed, then are they to all iiife^its 
and purposes no longer extemporaneous, but 
what you so highly deprecate in us, ^ a set 
form.' But.fiurther yet, — " 

^^ Hold, hold, allow me at least the privilege 
of my sex, for if I may not talk, I may not 
live," Said Mrs. Draymore, with a smile. " You 
will not easily prove that your Liturgy is mp- 
delled after inspired forms, because that which 
flows inunediately firom the heart must have 
more of Inspiration in it than that which is 
written in characters which any duU soul may 
know and leam, who is possessed of the know- 
ledge to discem A from B." 

" Your objection, if true, would also exist 
against the word of God. But besides, have 
you forgotten that Moses and the Israelites 
used a set form of thanksgiving and prayer? 
Since we cannot suppose that they could all 
join simultaneously, and with one voice aiid 
tune in .that song, unless they hadi first com- 
posed and then leamed it ; for they not only 
sang4)ut danced to it. Ezra, too, constituted 
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a prQ0cribed. fonii öf aervioe Sor tbe temfie» 
^ ' jftfter the. ordmancetif IHtid« kh^^of Israel' 
aod Eaam vw fnspived bjr Ae Bpirit af God. 
If ^he .ihen thouf^t a prescr&tA Ibcm nee^aai^« 
how. mach rapre so is it fi>r u% vho are tuat 
possessed of the säme Inspiration ? ü^his ^ set 
foxta^was used by.the Jews m the tüa^ jQf the 
S^i^cuMT» and. that he and his. disciplesr uufod it» 
maybe infened fix>m the abs^ioe of way dbaiipa 
j^(iuii$t hixn for neg^ecting it I bad fbrgot to 
say» that Eaora and the wise men of the great 
GQuticil ako prepared eighte^a benedictioos-or 
prayersi adopted as well for oonfessioniis.pett- 
tion, for intercession as thanksgiving to God;' 
Bfk^ these were used by the Jews tili the da- 
struction of their cIty. John the Baptist, also, 
taiight his diseiples to pray, and that the 
SatiQur did the same^ tbe Lord's Frayer is an 
inrdGragalde. eyidenee. And the circumstaace 
of his using the same words at diree di£bre»t 
times. in the garden, diq*ing his agony, is no 
lass convincing. Add to which» the form g^ven 
hgr Ood. himsel^ in Dauterononr^ *, and the 

• xxi, 7, 8. 
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Pbaimisr of Daidd, many of- ^icb are ' sei 
peiyists^ AflA- that die early CSimtifiiis had «i 
fam of worship, we leaxn ntt oiify frtun tke 
Aposlles tliemselves, büt ttöm. dffe varioiis 
aaikenfs, wfao, in emh sacceedieg age, -wYdüe oti 
tWs subjcct/' 

*^ Your arguments are sträng, I confew,?* 
said Mrs. Drajrmore^ ^^ yet I mu«t>deelare mjfu 
aclfra&er sceptica^ afieraU^ on tlds sidbgeet. 
Hie prayers are too Icmg, not sufficiently oon»- 
prehensive, and not ^Nrveiit enoogk." 

^^ As tb their length," refilied the DocMf, 
*^ l^e me leavb to say, thät they are ofily too 
long and iidcsome to tbose whose eyes arelftt^iig 
die pattem öf ev^ &shionable atticle of dress 
in the Chnrch, and reconnoiteriiig every coioitaN 
nance witliin Observation/' 

^< Why, you barbarociis maati/' said- the lady^; 
^* ean you reälly think that withdi^ws my 
att^ition ? Bttt supposing it does, the fioitt lies 
in tbeir prolixity and hea;^inea% and ^this ia 
anotfaer reason why I congratalate ' mysetf* in 
having esoaped frbm the mde enst&mis, as wdl 
aia oöMw^ of my simple fofc^Mlidrs." 
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^^ That the Church prayers are not $u0ir 
ciently comprehensive, is a stränge assertion» 
Mention one single thin^ which man.h^ occa- 
sion to supplicate at the throne of Hea?en, and 
I will point out some part of our regulär 
Service füll upon the point. Does the i^nher 
sue for pardon ? What ccmfisssion can be more 
piain ör contrite than the one found at' the 
commencement of our service? Does he 
entreat for grace and God's holy help ? Are 
there not many prayers express for this ? . Are 
not all moral, all social, all spiritual duties 
ccmiprehended in the Litany? Can, indeed, 
ariy thing be conceived more suitable to every 
condition, circumstance, and casualty of life, 
than what our Church prayers contain ? Next 
to God's own book, they are the most pr«cious 
treasure.we can possess. They breathe piety, 
devoutness^ fitith, hope, charity. They are so 
attempered, so ftill of good sense, and yetso 
replete with holy feeling, that a second deluge 
of ignorance and vide must overrun the world, 
before their value can be . totally disFegiu!!ded. 
No, Madam, next to' my Bible I venerate, my 
Prayer-book, and in despite of profane parodies, 
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in^ioüs 'raülery, and sectarian indifference^ I 
wiH Store it upas the greatest blessing the^ 
Chürch.has known in her latter days. If tbose 
whocomplain of dulness, prolixily, and insut 
fidency) would join fervenüy with heart and 
soul in them, they woüld soon be ashamed of 
their ofajection, änd be ready to advocate their 
cause as warmlyas I do." 

♦*! Well, ;my dear Doctor," replied the lädy, 
^ as* Festus said unto, Paul, < when I have a 
more convenient season' I will hear you fiuthen 
At present «have the gbodness to ring the bell 
formycarriage. Do not be afraid that I am 
totally.lost to you, or that my place in your 
Temple shall never knom^me a^iin. I respect 
your' viitues as a man, and your conduct as a 
minister, too much to leave you wholly." So 
saylng, she shook his hand and departed. 

When the rattle of the carriage-wheels was 
no longer audible, the Doctor, seated in his 
eltfow-cKai-, began, as was his custom, to can- 
yässwithiii htmselfhis nioming's conversation. 
Whilst he was. thus engaged, his worthy Curate 
was witnessing a most interesting' scene, which 
had cflsuaUy presented itself to his notice. A 

Q 
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woinan had ibat noniiiig bran^t to the C^^ 
fi>r hu Signatur^ a piqper by which bor husband 
vaseiititledtoa8iiiaUqiiaiterlypeAskm. There 
was aomefhing in her appcaroBce that forcihly 
attracked hii^ attentiony and his cfuniiries re- 
qpecting her and her hnaband ended in his 
sesolving to vidi tbeuL, For it was pari of die 
System adopted by the Rector and himseli^ in 
imitation of *' die great pettem of perfection," 
to omit no opportumty of doing good; bat 
wherever a lost sheep was fonnd astnqr, they 
were ever ready to briiig it bade to tts fold ; or 
wherever a wounded Samaritan was discovered, 
tbey were ever pron^t to pour in the oil aad 
wine, and set him forward on his way* Wilh- 
out much difficuhy Mr^Deaoon found the hoase 
in which the objects of his presoit attention 
resided ; it was slti^ated in a long^ narrow» diity 
Street) near the banks of a navigaUe canal» 
which formed one of the boundaries o[ the 
toWn. In tbis str^et he had witnessed many a 
scene of mijsery; md in it he had been the 
bfq[>py instrument to sil^oe many a doubt» ease 
many a surcharged heart, and wi|ie awajir many 
a tear. . But, perh^s, on no jocicasion had he 
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«xperidnoed ft sight tnöre cälculated to draw 
'foith im pity^ his advice^ his assiEtfance. On 
totftriiig Ülid abod^ öf suffering his 6yes i«^re 
«Atracted to one oomer of äie room, in which 
was plaoed a low kind of bed^ pressed down by 
llie toltüred limbs of one whose broad and 
aqtmry fiirm had once raiked him among the 
-slraqg; and whose comitenanee, though dis- 
«orted hj pidn, and inrrowed by age and toil, 
dispiayed äie honest and open character pecüliar 
to a Britisfa seaihan. A very silight ooveriet, 
•composed of so many and such various-coloaired 
^tdhes ihflt tt Was dttkndt to teil its original, 
was his only cov^ing. One broken ohair and 
an old sea^diest constltüted the sote fiiitiitüt« of 
ihe toom. On the latter was sitdng a fi^imle 
nursing a hal&dad chiki, whose present ap- 
liefttanoe 

** Gave the sad presage of its futore yean, 
The child of misery baptiz'd in tears.'* 

A deep tinge of shame sufiused the oountenance 
tS this jroungcreäture ii^hen die Curate entered ; 
and sh^ siouj^t, by hidiiig her head behiiid her 
infirttt, to cefticeA h^r eönftisidn, which vfäs tm 

2 2 
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thaC aocount rendered the xnbre apparent Tbe 
woman whom Mr. Deacon had seen at'the 
Church was busüy eihployed washing» though 
it was evident that she was scaroely able to 
Support herseif by the .side öf her tub. : 

^^ My friends," said the bienevdlent Curate^ 
^^'attracted by the applicadön of this good 
w(toan, I am come to visit. you, more parti- 
cularly as I uüderstood . that: you (addraüripg 
himself to the mariner) are grievbusly afflibted» 
and unable to assist yourself. I beg.to ask 
what is there in which I can be servioe^Ue to 
you, for I am sure that whatever lies within the 
power of myself or Dr. Freeman, that mäy be 
usefiil) will most readily be done for you. In- 
ferm me, then, that I may endeavour to «d-^ 
minister to your comfort.'' 

" Comfort ! your Honour," replied^the poor 
man, <^ alas ! there is no more comfort for me in 
this World. Neither in body nor mind' can I 
obtain any rest. My limbs are all racked with 
pain, and all my happiness is wrecked :9nd quite 
adrift.'' Here he* cast a look of intense feeling 
at the young woman, down whose chedcs tears 
were &st trickling, and whose bosom heaved 
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with s heavy sigh. " Comfort, your Honour,**' 
he Contiiiued, — ^^ yes, I once was comfortable ; 
I once was happy." 

" And what," enquired Mr. Deacon, " has 
caused tlüs,unhappy;cliange? I hope ybu do 
not speak thus merely from your bodily suffer- 
ing, or from any doubdngs of mind. Teil me 
honestiy, I beg of'you,for.though ' heaviness inay 
endure for ä night, joy cometh in the momii^.'.t'? 
< ^^ No, your Hohour, no ; I shobld be ai^jbazned 
to ha^e it said, that I, who have beeii: in. the 
midst of bullets, and swords, and splinters,' com- 
plained because my limbs were painfiil. . That, 
your Hcmour, wouldt be a disgrace to a British 
Tar. wl.have seen hunger and danger without^ 
mumurihg;. and I n^er flinched when our. 
snarg^on sawed off .the remnänt of this stump," 
layitirg his hand upon hüs knee ; ^^ and I should 
be yery sorry to flinch now, though my old 
timbers are plagued with rheianlatics. But your 
Honour— " here he pau£ted, as if to. collect 
Resolution to go on« At length he continued, — « 
^ But your Honour, a shot has Struck my main<^ 
sul)" now laying his hand upoh his heart, ^^ and 
iny crazy vessel can make but little way. Polly," 

ö 3 
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he aaid, tiimii^ Ift Um young wamaii» *^ <xHDe 
here ftad giye thjrpoor old ftlher a kiss, and 
help him to teil his story/' 

<^ O älher P* rq>lied the you^g woman» La a 
toi&e Amt -withered äs she spok^ *^ spare» tpace 
me tbis.'^ 

The old wammi new dried ha: beods» and 
leaning her elbows cm the Igah» took up the 
Story in these words: ^ You see. that yonng 
woman, your Hcmoiur; she ia oisr dai^ter, 
and as clever a ^1 she was as aay body's» ayie* 
and as good too^ hefore-» Oh Sir ! befi»e she^ 
was led away by a young fettow». who niined 
her. That» your Hönour» ia the osuae g£ all 
oiir present misery and diatness. Before thi% 
we worked bard, and livied very comfiartaUy ? 
our eamings wer^ to be sare, tnffing» bul they» 
with my husband^s pensiont were fdfinty for oor. 
Support He hasi served — *^ 

'' Sue»" Said the old Tar, "^ Id me tett ngEr 
own Story. I am a thorou^-bved saüor^ yout 
Honour, for both my> fiither aad graandhlter 
were so befiure me. Si3&-and*^fiBarty ycan^ your 
Honour, I served my king and coimt^,. an^ i 
Bx^ piKiud. to have been nnder the eommand o£ 
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bils öf EngUsh oftk, and I hope they are now 
atichored in heareH. Aboiit tweiity yeärs sinoe 
Lmarrled, but hadh't been long on shore hefote 
I was called off again to actiön, and when the 
gallant Nelson lost his life, I lost Iny leg, and 
wafi then Imd by, as unfit fot sertice« My trffe 
and chüd, and myself, cäme theii to live here, 
your Honour, for tbis was ber native place, and 
sbe had cädny good firiends tihat einployed her to 
wash tbt diem, and so we brought up this young 
woman as well as we coidd, and she leämed tö 
read, and she was always very good and v^ty 
steady; and two years since she went out to 
live in a &mily, where her ifK^Jier was diar« 
woman, and there, your Honour, she was de* 
ceired by a sdoundrel ttrho had promised her 
naaniäge* But she is not a hardaned simier; 
and the raisery i^e has suffi»^ and made hei' 
laoCher and me su£fer, hfts been a severe pumsh- 
nuant to her« We have scarcely weath^ed thd 
storfii:- for we have all been iU, and our land- 
los^ ha» takesi away almost all our fimiitare for 
r^nt, beoaos^ I eould not psy hun directly^ I 
doidd bear my own suffcsrings wtth patkncat 

2 4f 
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•but when I think of my pbor girPs Situation, 
and her pa^t guUt, I aitL quite unmanned. Tbere 
she is, and her poor baim . witfa her. She has 
tasted nothing for two days, and that's a bad 
thing for a nurse." 

^^ Father, fiither !" ' exclaimed the young 
woman, '^ you forg^ what comfqrts you.have 
given up fer my's^e; ;yöu have spent all your 
Utile pendon; yoprl furiikHlre :has been.taken 
away ; you have ma(de'yoiyf$eIf so poor, that. you 
cannot buy eventotecgp; and you forgetthat 
if I haveti't eat for two dajfß^ it is longer stnce 
you and my mother did." \ : ': ! " .^ : 

« Peace, child," stfid ^the old Tar, .« do not 
blab so much ; wby did you teil bis jHcmour 
that?' 

« 

*^ But why did you not wish me to know it?' 
enquired the Ci;ärate ; ^^ surely it was necessary 
that I shotild Jcnow the circumstance, in brder 
to form a just e^timate of your character and 
sufierings, and afFord you rdie£ I admire your 
manliness, and I trust you will one dayreap 
your reward. With respect to your daugbter, 
much as I abbor the wretch who has ruined her 
peace, and Uame her for allowing him to haife 
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done it, yet you^' as a &lher and a Christian, 
cöuld not have aoted otherwise than you have« 
You jbave jnterposed in time ; . and I trust that by 
spdoiiig, you wiU be able po save her from plüi^- 
ing into Chat pit of vice and horror, which is too 
often the case'withthöse who err as she has jd<jne. 
You svf she is penitent and has.sufFered inirch. 
May her penitc^nce be lasting and sincere, aiid 
receive its completion by her sufifering. I should 
ill discbfoge my duty, seein^ you circumstaiiced 
as you are,»;were I : to utter. reproaekes. ! /Nbi 
young woman, your own conacieace will do 
that, withöut any other help. ; I wUl ratheü'cön- 
sole you, and .endea.vour.to direct your thoi^hts 
io thatigradicais Bemg, !who. tempers his justiqe 
with mercy, and rejects not the vilest of sinners. 
I wiU not say,'endeavour to forgetthe past No; 
let it ever remkid you of your own weakness, 
and point out to you- that, unless assisted by 
your ]dnd and mercifiil God, you are in danger 
of falling ; and when you think you stand 
firmest, ^ take heed lest you fall,' for then is 
your greateat danger. To Hirn, therefore, apply, 
who alone can give you peace, and may he, 
*who heals the byoken heart,':bless your en- 
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deavours. In the meantime yoa shaU not wai^ 
that asaistance which r^^ards eitfaer yoior body 
or soiil. And I fervenüy trost, that ycm wiU 
again see better days, and that ytfm fire-aide 
may again sinile as it was wont to do.'' 
. << God grmnt it too," said the cdd woman. 

<< Amen»" answered the^Tar, and his coim^ 
tenance rather farigfatened up, ** If I covdd see 
my poor girl»" he continued, ^^ moire eomfoit^ 
able, it would be like throwing gims over-boaid 
in a storm; and-I prayto Gud, as well as 1 
can, that he would bless us." 

** There you are right," replied the Curate^ 
** I remember to have seen you at Cfaurch, and 
at the sacrament, and I hope to see you there 
again«" 

^ That you will» y<mr Honour»" said the 
woman; ^^ for heoften talks about it; and 
I am sure the Church will be the first place 
lie wiU go to» when he gets to walk out 
again." 

*• Why, your Honour» I told you I was a* 
thorough^bred . Sailor ; and I hope I am a 
tboro^gh-bred Cbuvchanan too ; fer I hhe non« 
of your new sorts of folks, that prate so mueh* 
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ftboat i«e%k>iu It's all like the Cracking of 
Freodi guns at a distance, — all noise, but litde 
«Keenticin." 

During this last obserration, Mr. Deacon 
had sUpped hal&aHcrown into the hands of th6 
woman, ta buy thexn some fi)od fixr their pre- 
aeiit necessities ;. then having promised to see 
their laudlord about retuming their iumitu^e» 
he Said that fae iroold call again to see them.. 

Alas ! thoBght he^ a& he tumed his st^s to 
bis lodgsBgs^ how little do they, wha rall in 
affluence, and riot in plenty, baow of th€^ 
misery whidi. every where snrrounds them I 
What a wretch nntst he be, who can rob the 
flower of innocence of all its beau^y and strip 
the lovely rose of peace of all its charms^ 
Man, man, dum art a stränge Compound! 
Scxme imitate the actions of angels, others the 
enonmty of demons. Well, therefore, may the 
• demzens of heaven rgoice orer the repentant 
sifiner, wl^en they look down and view such in^ 
cmifiistency on ear&. 

At fiix o'dock Mr. D^uson repab*ed to the 
Bectcnry, and fmndr Dr. Freeman qaite ready 
to accompany him. Tohim he related the in-> 
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teresting scene he had witnessed, wliidi fidled 
not to excite.the syinpathy of that excellent 
man ; who, in tum, gave him a short.sketek of 
the di$cu3Mon between himself aiüT Mrs. Dray- 
more. " You may perhaps wönder," he con- 
tinued, ^' at biir fiimliarity ; but you will cease 
to do so, when I inform you,* that at twelve 
years of age she was left to my guardiahship, 
Po$sessed of a large fortune and nlany attiao 
tions, she was the Idol of the gallants, !and the 
objectof general admiration. At.the age of 
one-and-twenty^she gave herseif and her for- 
tune to her late husband, at that time the star 
of' fc^ion, whose briUiancy soon set in the 
night pf : dfBath. She has now been three years 
a widow ; and lately, won over by the love of 
populär admiration, she has lent her name and 
personal Services to':all sectaries who is^ked for 
them." 

»They had now readied Mr. Armstrong^s ; 
and having taken their tea, and discussed the 
leading topics of the day, the Doctor gradually 
adverted to their moming's conversation ; and 
after some few preliminary remarks, the sulgeet 
engröBsed the attention of all. 
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• ; " Before we ad^hncej any.iiiWier l.bn this 
9ubject," Said .'Mr. AriÄstroiiig, ." jTOu wöuld 
perli^s r.iavcHir us with; tiie . meaning of the 
wio^d Sßjcreaoieat?** ! » ' * , St. / 

«• " Wisdy' su^eälted," replied the Doctor^ 
^^ The word SaQtamfent,' thongh üsed to desig* 
nate a; iDOst soleinii Christian rite, is of heatSlen 
origin, and ancieatly si^ified die oath'takeh 
by. Bioman soldiers, when . they r were 'enrolled. 
Hence it came to be us6d for^that oath or 
solazm Service' of the church, by which.all*the 
foUöwers of Christ pledge themselves to be &ith- 
ful to the Cäptainofitheirsalyätion. This is 
iirst done in Baplasm,- and afterwards in. the 
Lord's Supper. The/first is the initiation, or 
begfmiing ; the other is the füll execution- of 
thät^pMdge." .> 

/^ And its institution," observed Mr.Deacon, 
^' was at once the most solenm and impressive 
that can be.imägined. Can you figore tayonr- 
selves any thing more interesting than the mew of 
the SaviQur and his disciples, when he was eating 
with tl^iem his last svpper ? , Imagtne, if you can^ 
the Lamb of God in the act^ of raising his eyies 
to heaven, and blessing and breaking bread, 
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whilst bis foUowera are fixing on htm tlieir 
«ixkms qres, and wonckiing in hdly amaäsemieftt 
wbBt Üüa nmoit. Can jou hear his sokttrn 
words, * This do in remembrance of me,' lidtib- 
out feeling your hearts dilate with holy gräti- 
tiide^ and anxiety to fidfil his last i^qnest ?" 

^ Yott mean to say, then/* intemipted Mis, 
Armstrong, *^ that the Oommuniön was re- 
qnested by the SaTionr to be observed in re* 
membranoe of him/' 

• ** Not merely r'cquested,** said the Doctor, 
<* bnt commanded, that all who wished to share 
the beiiefits of his death and mediation shöuld 
observe this his Supper« And this adds great 
fcrce and responsibiMty to it'^ 

^' Bnt»" observed Mrs. Armstrong, '* how 
can we * eat his body and drink his blöod ?' 
Ulis is ah inconidstency whieh I caa by no 
memis reoondk/' 

^^ You err in not knowing the Scs^iptures^'' 
Implied Dr. Freeman. ^< This Sacrament wa$ 
designed to supersede the use of the Jewish 
pascha, or passover, which was obfterved by 
them in conunemoration of thdir 'dehveraaee 
6»m the bondage of Egypt. As a l«nb w^ 



die sutgect in the Jewisb feast» the Seih ^ 
whicb was eaten, and the . blood sprinkleci <m 
the door-posts, that the destroying angel 
might pass over the house in which this wa» 
observed; so is Christ the lamb slain for us^ 
whose hody broken cm the tree, and who$e 
hbod. shed Sx oor redeniption, are to be eaten 
and drank by fidthful Christians, who have a 
^ lively remembranoe of bis death/ and ate 
desirous of salvation." 

. " You have not yet satisfiictorily answered 
Mrs. Armstrong's query/' said her husband ; 
<^ that we cannot eat bis body, and drink bis 
blood." 

<< Though you cannot in reality do this»" 
i^eplied Mr. Deaeon, ^^ yet what difficulty can 
there be in this ? It is only a symbolical ex-< 
pressicm; and bread and wine are the elementa 
«sed to represent to us bis body and blood. 
Hiey were cbosen by the Savioi» himsdfj and 
Ibr this reason, that being thus prefigured be- 
fore our eyes, they might convey to us amore 
Urely and efficient idea of the exoeedingly great 
b^oefits to be derived fifom the sufierings of Ü» 
Redeemec It is enly in a spiriteal. setise .that 
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'we do this; for wlieh dur: Lord says,''.^ My 
flesh is meat indeed/and n^ blood is drinkih* 
äeed,' he ineans not in a camal or corporei^l 
way, but spiritually. How eise -could he at 
one and the same time sanctify, and be founid 
efficJEkcious in the celebration öfhis Slipper, in 
places &T renvote fix>m each other? Or how, 
could his body be continued tö-form thesiibject 
of a fea8t,'from'the ihstitutton of the Sacramcoit 
tb this day ? You strip it of all its beaüty, 
sanctity, and virtue, when you attribute to it Ulis 
grossness and sensualUy ; but cpnceive of it as 
it really is, a spiritual and divine feast, a medium 
through which the Holy Spirit is conveyed to 
hjian,' and your ideas become^more Id^ and 
suUime; and your views will be follöwed by 
the same keayeidy adrantages. I coikenä, it is 
derogatx)ry to the mäjesty aiid influence of Grod^ 
to suppose that he has a body, and >that ,that 
body can be eaten by man. No ; the Lord's 
Supper is something more than a common feast ;. 
it is a banquet of love, of peace^ of charity.", . 
" And," Said the Doctor, : " as blood. and 
wBter came from the side of the Saviour vrhepi 
pierted by a spear, the twö syihbols of , the Sa*: 
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lerwients of our Church cörrespoiid with (hat 
evfeiiti For, as wiater sprinkles or washes away 
0ur natural cörruptions, and as wine strengthens 
aiid invigorates the body, so the water which 
canue fix>m the SaViour's side washes away our 
original siii, and the blood emures to us this 
ablution, aiul imparts strength and refreshiiient 
to oür sottls, whi^n weary with the bürden of 
iQiqmty. Thisr\dll, I hope, satisfy you as to 
the cortectness of using those elements in the 
Sacrament." 

": It does," replied Mr. Armstrong, " and 
the more so, because I never scrupled so much 
at'the elements in themselves» as at the daoger 
which they incur whopartakeofthemunworthily/' 

" Ah!" said Mrsi„ Armstrong, " I always 
shüdder when I hear the words, ^ they eat and 
4rink their bwii damnation.' Because I am 
sure, that there is no one so good who does not 
commit sin. And how dreadiul must it be for 
-them that' they have eaten and drank their own 
damnation. This is so serious a consideration, 
that I wonder how people have the presiimp- 
.tion to . commuAicate at all." 

" AUow me to observe," said Mr. Deacon, 

R 
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^ that ön this prindple no one ougfat to reoeive^ 
much less to administer the Sacrament ; wlöch 
amounts to saying, that the Ahnigfaty has insti- 
tuted an ordinaace which has for its object the 
wel&re of man ; and yet that it is impossible for 
man to observe it, withoüt incorring etemal 
punishment Now this converts the all-wise 
and all-good God into a JBeing capable of 
dieceit wd injnstice. An idea how lu^jmte» 
ftil in US, and how detractire from bis per^ 
fection !*' 

'< The foandation of this principle,*' said the 
Doctor, *^ is probably in part right; but the 
extent to which it is canied is so totally widc 
(^ every thing we know and experienoe fix>m the 
goodness of God, that I must set you right cm 
this subject flrst, then, let me suppose that 
you, Mr. Armstrcmg, as the head of a famil^ 
just before yoür d^ath, leave it as the sole con- 
dition of inheritance of your property, gained 
by your own endeayours, that your heirs shall 
observe, with great strictness, any thing 
that you propose ; suxiely you would not 
desire any thing to be done by*them, whieh it 
wottld b« impossible for themto perfonh?'* 
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^ I faope, Doctor, I should not beiso absurd." 
*^ And if your proposal. be just and re&- 
sonable," he continued, ^^ your children would 
be deemed ungratefiil and blind to their own 
interest, if they neglected to observe it. Now, 
to use the language of the Gospel : ^ If yoti» 
dien, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more ha^s yöur 
Father which is in Heaven, given good things 
to you? Ood is our Father and we his chil-^ 
dren : his Son died for us, and gave us an holy 
rite to observe, as our acknowledgement or 
title-deed to what he gained for us. How blind^ 
how ungratefiil then, must they be, who neglect 
toratifyon their parts what isrequiredofthem! 
But in order that you may be the more satis- 
fied on this point, I would fiirther obiserve, in 
reference to the words which are so great ä 
stumbling-block to you, whathas been before 
explained by almost every writer upcHi the sub- 
ject, that this denunciation is addreäsed by die 
Apostle to the Christians at Corinth, who diis^ 
graced die decorum and spirituality df die 
Communion, by celebrating it as'the most d^ 
praved among diem would have partak^i of a 

R 2 
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common feast, out of entire regard to their 
^sodies and not their souls; with a desire to 
pamper the depraved appetite of the outer, 
rather than support the spiritual wants of the 
inner man. Such communicants as these were 
threatened with the greätest temporal punish- 
ment; with sickness, with affliction, or with 
other human casualties ; for the word ^ danmsi/- 
tion' does not here signify etemal torment, or 
indeed any punishment beyond the grave, as 
may be easily leamt from the original word; 
and &om the context of StPauI's account of 
the Sacrament. Now into this error we are 
never likely to feil, because w;henever the Eu- 
charist is celebrated in our churches, it is of all 
ordinances perfonhed with the greatest sacred- 
ness and devotion ; and from the very mode of 
its administration^ it cän never run into any 
such extravagance as to bear the most distant 
resemblance to a common feast. I assert, 
thörefore," continued the Doctor, " that we 
häve nothing to fear from an unworthy parti- 
cipation, so long as we do it with revereqc^ ; 
for it must be evident to those, who consider 
\he sübject attentivdy, that the unworthiness to 
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which the Apostle aUiides» does not re&r to the 
dlsposition of mind of the Cpmmumcant], but to 
the outward maiineT m which he partakes of it 
.^ He that eateth and drinketh unworthily» 
eateth and drinketh judgment to hhnself ;'.: that 
is, he who partakes of this divinely apppint^ 
feast in an unworthy manner, incurs the viskation 
of woridly sorrow: for if only they were to ce- 
lebrate this communion, who from righteoüs- 
ness and true hoUness were alone worthy/ii) 
themselves to portake of it, this woujld precltide 
all persons from resorting to the table of the. 
Lord, because the most perfect among men are 
at best but unprofitable and unworthy servantö. 
This would, also, preclude the Ministers, the 
Priests of the Lord, from the administration of 
it, because they, too, are unworthy to perform 
so sacred an office. It is on this point that so 
many are mistaken from a want of a due con« 
sideration of the terms in which die injunction 
is couched, and the manner in which the or- 
dinance is prescribed." 

" I confess," Said Mr. Armstrong, " I never 
before considered it in this point of view.j but 
surely if this unwortbiness applies not to th^ 
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person coäiminiicating^ bot lo the manner of 
cdebration; and the denunciaticm of ptihisb- 
ment refers only to worldly snflferings, bH 
l^ppxiehensions on the snbject arä ät <«ee re- 
moved, and none need entertain even a scruple 
«bout it Aiid yet we find^ that tfaey who ta^ 
tonstant partakers of it, enteirtain^ Ate mest 
serious notions of a dne preparation for H, 
which, in my opinion, implies the ap{»ehensioii 
irf danger."" > - 

•* These," replied Ae Doctcnr, ^ Aow Mtore 
anxiety to obtain the benefit which it eonfer% 
than solicitude to escape from any impenditig 
danger; becanse they are eonvinced,' that if 
with a true heart and Üvely taiih they receive 
the Sacrament, the Spirit of 'Ood st that 
time viisits them in an espeeial manner ; for as 
their * bodies then becbme temples of #te Mving 
Ood/ they naturally infer, that, from-a sinemre 
and devout observanc^ of this sacred -rite, tfeey 
derive a greater and a more Hberd supply of 
heavenly grace and favour than at any other 
time; and so indeed it is, and cm tiiis -gromid 
alone, setting aside the obs^^ranee of it'as ob- 
ligatory upon all^ it ranks first and'fomnast of 



aU rd^ous dutiieä; die wl^di camioH be n^ 
^f:t^ wkhout a manifes^t: 0o|it9inpt..of ^ th« au- 
diority w^ch ii^ißtkuted it;jn<nr obs^rtnisd.withoHt 
dariviiig that copsolaliaii of iniod^ that .r^ior 
vation of virtuous feeling» and that accessiou of 
qpil;itfiai edifioatipn which it i« tiie dite^t pbjeqt 
of the. ordioaace to i«sure tp such> as d^yqutljr 
obaerye it»f' 

^^ B«it," replied Mr, Anoatrong, ^^ sinoe.you 
adiBit th«t so»« preparation b necessary, in 
wbat 4<>^ thal pr«|>ai*atiaii consist ?.* .i 
. ^'Refer," »ud .Mr« Deam», .^^ to the service 
iie^ and^you will finditdiatinctly statedjtbat 
tbe. partakor^ are, to > r^ieiit truly of th^ pii^t 
«ißsf to have a Uv^y aod a sted&st vfiulh in 
Chrift» the JSaviöur-— to amand thoir.Uv^ — and 
to jbe in perfect diari^ wtb aU;]neQ;' — and in 
thia maoner tbey bacome ^jneet pactakera of 
tbcilse holy mystaries/ AjuI sinice the benefita 
of this eommunion are so exceedingly gieat and 
iioportaiit, tbe meana of pr^iajcatia». so easyi and 
the act in itaeli^ literaUy, 90 heayjenly, I am at a 
loss to eoneeire what thiiüungi wltfit viituous 
and; godly . nund» can withst^d the direct en* 
tineatbs of die Son of God th1:^fr to.cominuiiicatey 
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or can hear . ttniijetfded^the soUeikitiaÄ 'to a pai>*' 
tidpation of . it which tha • Miiufitter» ^^-ttbb. 
Crospel of the sume J^im^ooBbcaiTa k*to be.difius- 
espedal diiüy^ 90 :$n9gfien]tly>aAd so* «sroestly i^) 
inculcate«" ,• ♦,• • ^ < • •.♦: >o^" 

«^ But hfre^'^ said Mr,Altn8triNrig) <^i«M^ 
mclined to complain; tlie Ckrgy^are. ÜMr«vQr> 
pre^ch^ig upoatbis sutgect» a^^rupguig itiotcy 
our ears, and^ in. my opipjoiv 4o «o with<mt my 
ben^t For lhej*wliOrh%ve iio,scnBi|)lea'^wil>ib 
B^end ti^e Sacn|iQeQt|,whather sos-cwdmiaUytH 
invited to it or not; aad^they; Ümtenteftßixfy,.^ 
what J coDsi^ex to be htunble aad.^devont^ijp* • 
prehensibns of it, are fuinogred at bai^g th«r < 
scrupuloüs feeLgogs questipiied and vpbraidri*} v 
they fed tbat the attack ,8o often made upw-i 
them i« a violation of the.^Kemseof.tb^Hbairly r; 
<rf^ conscienoe, and they are, hy tbe9e»meaii%>w 
kl most instanees, d^terred frdm 'the.duty, ratfaer « 
than persuaded to a complianoe with itr thk b ^ 
the reason vhy we have abstained firom goiiDginf 
to the Church at all upon these occaejic»!«,'''. .:. -im 

*> Then permit me to say, Mr. Anustvongi'' >i 
added the Doctor, ** that such oöuduct i^ pw^ >»; 
fecdy ui\}UstifiE|ble, and t))at it> is-icowafdi^^uid^.it 
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weüiß isk.lih%'tfitrettie. Yotttloit ai'e a iteäfaruä' 

■ 

adhftrait to.die doctriäes of Ae/Chttrcfa,' ttadi 
upoä äü büket oecAäAöns, tttefotihda ccmstantat^ 
tendalit np&n itsr s^t^ic^, etigfat toknAw thatilie ' 
Sacrament is the first and principal o(iSt its ' 
rites-aikdaati^ i 'äüd^t th% nSore unconviticed 
y<l(i äreef it^ nedtösit^, ähd tbe mcfre you abstain ^ 
froftt its ^bservbirce, so mach the more *i{ bheV ' 
coipM^^ o&r ifup^ridiiä 'dttty,' b^' eVery.iibae. of ' 
ai^giimcntiaiild^eim^at;^; tö.d^ y6u'to an ac- ^ 
knKMrl^^«ti]ei^ öf 'its ^' efficacj arid dedded 
sanotity;^ Thatf ^e ifaNiyäld itiitiUcäte' ü^^ 
duäes>td whidii yöti dUject büi äiis, ouglxt tb 
ha(ve loiaed in^y^yur dtm iöiäd' a^bruple at lekät»' ^ 
whdher yoa weve not inilsftakeili in youf aj^pc^* 
heüMons of k ; 'insteäd, Ch^^ote, of k^eping at' ' 
a distence, and'beybnd the reach of our en- 
trealies^ it woüld have beenliolde^, more caindid^ ' 
and*' open^ to haTe listen^ with attenttcb 'td' * 
all we adduced^ to have weigbed ^11 ovlt reasbn- 
ing^' and then to have made up'^ouKmind üpön 
the subjeet of it^ Yoür systematic endeavöm' 
to eseape ouv eidiortadonsy cariies with it a tacit 
acknoiviedgemeiit tfaiit yod were obstihstely bent ' 
uplm^esisChi]^ öiir soliciibtiÖKtö^tQ* änl£st yi3(u in 
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tluB especifd servke of your Bedeem^; noi 
that you coiild- oppose a stronger rttisaamg to 
bear down upoDwhat Wie advanoed. As, tbcre- 
fore, you have adopted a mode of adioii kd.iIhs 
respect, which I am peisuaded your cahn.and 
Uoprgudioed reflectiim ougfat long since to bave 
ooudemned, I have only to add, that, as. Üxe 
Ministers of God, we have^ in tUsüistanoe^ dcne 
mur duly. We have repeatedly skown yos the 
mtsy in which yoU' ave to walk, aad have as 
oonstantly exerted cur reasouing fiMSukies to 
eonTince you of the tmth of what^ in the natne 
of God, we have reqnired of you* It appears 
either from some inefficient leascms, or firom ' a 
determined and setded Opposition, you hanre 
withstpod all our attempts to bring convieti o n 
home to your nünds ; nothing fixrther, therefiire, 
js left US to say^ than that when the great. day 
of the Lord shril arrive, and w6 shatt stand 
befiure the awful tiibunal of the Judge^ of the 
whole £arth, when all our deeds shall be brou^t 
to light, and the principles of actio», and the 
inward thoughts of the heart, shall be cq^enly 
manifested, it will then appear that w^ tbe 
pastors of thi» flock, have made every exartion 
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in onr power to hrii^ you to a sense dT the im«» 
portmce of tbst Holy Coimnumon wbich our 
Saviour, our God, and, in tkat gieat day^ 
0iir Judge, instituted as a means df • spintnal 
pnrification, and of pions gratitude for the 
blMsings ^ which, by bis precious blood-died- 
«Kng, he hath obtidned fi>r us.' It will then be 
asked of you, ivhether, in humiUty and simple* 
ness of heart, you receivedthese instructicns.oa 
die natore of ■ this reasonable serrioe -«^ Y^be- 
ihsx you 'Were not ezhorted in the nalne of 
Hearen to partake of the Feast of die Xiamb, 
and to comply. wkh the dying ixijmietian of the 
Redeemer?«-*and whether yonr abstainkig fix»! 
die dvty untsthe result of absdiute tendei:nes» 
of ccHimenoe, or die mere determinadon of an 
nnwilling and negligent mind ? I leave it widi 
you to constder what reply it will best become 
you to make upon diat fearfiil oocasion, aoid 
^all only recal to y our memory the treatmoit of 
that servant who knew his Lord's will, and 
would not obey it, that ^ he was beaten with 
many stripes."' 

Tlie Doctor now rose to depart, when Mr. 
Annstroi^, impressed . with the eamestness of 
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maimer in whidi he had been addressed,- said,* 
<< Doctor, I'fear that I may have giv»n oflfence ; 
but» belieye me^ my error prooeeds firom ighor-r 
anoe, and not intention ; I maät confess I can 
make no reply to what you have Jidyanced, and 
I assure you that I will deyöte my mind 
thorcnighLy to investigaüe this matler, aod will 
seriouisly reflect upoh all that you have now sq 
power&lly adduoed; and if I do not inunedi«- 
alely promise to presoit myself at the commur- 
nion table^ upon the next occasion of :a Saera^ 
ment, I at least pledge myself never agasn wilfully 
to abstain from attendingthe senrices of that day; 
indeed, I am not only open to conviction» but it 
is my anxious de6ii:e to arrive at truth» and .to 
practise zealously, and with eamestness, the 
duties ofa Christian." 

The Doctor and his Curate now took their 
leaye, and departed. 
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SooN after the Asi^izes had cammenced, Dr. 
fVeeMin re^a^ed m invitation firom his neigh« 
b(yiär)''M]^. H&wlb^ to 4iiie'with him on the 
feliöwing day^ to meet some of the barristers 
oh thecircuit, who had just promised him the 
pleasure 0f theur Company, lliis invitation the 
Dootor feit in no way disposed to reluse^ as it 
promised to thtow' him into the society of well« 
educatedraen; nien,gen6i^ly,of enlargedäünds, 
who, from their talents and reading, were 
esteiemed acquisidons to every circle, and &om 
whom, upon subjects of literature and curreht 
intelligence, much information was at all times 
to be derived. The same invitation had also 
been given to Mr. Deacon, who, together with 
the Rector, was received by their host with' all 
that good breeding fbr which he was justly 
distinguished. Seijeant Standfotth, ohe of the 
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leading counsSel at tfae bar, who was there also, 
had been contemporary with the Doctor at 
ccdlege ; and of Mr. Lytdetcm and Mr. S3iere- 
block, two junior counsel, the latter had been a 
school-fellowwith Mr.Deacon; sothattheparty 
in every vmy promised an agreeaUe meeting. 
After partaking of an el^ant repast, to 
which one and all paid no veiy limiti^ d^ 
votion; for exercise of mind awakens the 
fimctions of appedte perhaps more powerfully 
than that of die body, the doth was remcrred, 
and discussion became free and animaled. After 
the conversation had been brockt from the 
conimon politics, and thenoe to the commcHi 
pursnits of the day, the currentc^itwaa tomed 
to the general business of the Asskes. It iß 
upon such occasions that a stranger picl^ np 
the opinions entertained of the peculiar talents 
of the Judges, as well as of the charact^rs of 
the leading men at the bar, ^^ the Bother'ems 
and the Bore'ems" pf the day, fix>m their own 
hrethren ; painted, to be sure, after the taste of 
the biographer, whose sentiments, therefere, are. 
to be received not on the strength of . what he 
adyances, but in respect to the Station and rank 
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which! he bimself fiUs in the estimation of the 
profession« In the present instance, it was not 
unamusing toobserve how the younger comisel 
approved or censured the discemment or the 
want of it in their presiding superiors, thongh 
it required no great depth of penetration to see 
that they commonly spoke from the impressions 
made upon them by the fallure or süccess of 
the suits which they had conducted. 

^^ Did you not observe,'^ said Lytdeton, ^^ tb^ 
pains and trouble it cost me to make old Nesto(r 
perceive ihe point on which my case hung to- 
day ? how, when he got impatient at my per- 
^verance in maintaining, thät both Coke and 
Haie hady in similar drcumstances, confirrndd 
the dedsion at whieh I was aiming, (which by 
the bye, I rather suspect he had either never 
Seen or could not understand) I was compelled 
to tickle him like a trout into good humour 
again ; and though at last I got him upon the 
very ^nt I wished him to follow, we com^ 
saddenly to a dieck, and he gave his opinioh 
p^t bknk against the anthorities I had pro- 
duced ? No : I adnnt that he is perfecdy the 
Gentleman, bat certainly not a great Xawyer t'^ 
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' " And yet,"' rejoinecl the Seijeaiit^ " I tbink 
he showied dotne litcte acumeh, 'when he sug- 
gested ' a case to you which bore d&ectly upön 
your side of the question, and canied you off 
in triumph, yesterday, akhough I am convmced 
when you entered the Court you had no hopie 
■whatever of gaining a verdict" 

. ^^ Oh ! as to quickness," said Shereblbck, 
taking up the discourse, ^^ whät I have to com- 
piain of is, that unfortunately he possesses too 
muchy and seems not very uhwilling to dii^lay 
it He ruined a case at the last place we came 
irom (the only one for which I was retained) 
by putting the pöint at issiie m so strong a light, 
that just as I had got upon my legs to address 
the Jury, in a speech which cbst me a worid of 
consideration, the foreman (be hänged to him !) 
rose at the very same moment, and.told my 
Lord that he and his compahions in the box 
Tequired no Turther illustration, for that Ihqr 
had all come; to the sänie opiniön with that 
delivered by the Gourt: so in the height of my 
^expectat^ons an extinguisher was put oVer me.' 
. " Präy, Seijeant Staudforth/': cflaquired the 
*3Doctor, ■" are these the receited opinions of 
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|he pr^ßssiomil oharacter of Jjoj^igfi NesStor ? 
For firom the Impression. mi^le upon m^ by ose 
of the finest addtesses I ^ver hesJ^A delLvered 
. from the bench to the jury of the county, oQ 
the day he opekied the oommission here, l W99 
prepared to hear a vei^ dUferent luxoiint" 

^^ Indeed, Doctor," said he, '< I am hapjpy to 
aay these are not the real opuiions of the 
bar, notw^thstanduig what my yoimg brethren 
may advance to the contrary« I häve seeh him 
e^dbibit brilliaacy of talent, quickhess of mind, 
and a profimdity of knowledge, that have astonr 
ished the oldest iand the best practitioners. 
Thereare certainly, as in all cases, some few 
points upon which a man may not show the 
same promptitude of decision which he may 
exhibit upon others, where his understanding 
is clearer, or where there is a feeling to callfbrth 
his intdlectual powers. Bat he is not only a 
yery good» but a very leamed man ; and, as a 
lawyer, I would rely with as much confidenäe 
oa his judgment, as upon any of those who may 
be reckoned superior to him. But, Doctor, what 
did you think of him yourself to-day ; for in sudi 
a case as that we have this moming wiinessed, no 

s 
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one 18 better qualified to give an qpioiim cf bis 
merit than yourself ?" 

^^To wbat gase do you allude?.' asked the 
Doctor; *^ for I have myself been so unff^mdably 
detained by busmess at bome, that I bave bad 
no time eidier for attending the coqrt, or .Ibr 
enquuing after its proceedbogs." 

^* Why," continued the Serjeant, ^* it was 
one of great interest to your professi<m. . It 
was the trial pf a- man of the name of Trap, 
for the publicatipn of a blaqphemous book; 
and certainly one more vile and flagitious never 
was disseminated, even m these days of man- 
strous Innovation. The fellow, nndoubtedly^ 
bas very considerable talent; he has rununaged 
up, and disguised in modern atdre, all the 
old exploded arguments of the most notorious 
infidels that have set themselves in array 
against the Christian religion: but^ like- the 
Test of them, he has injured by bis ecinduot 
the very cause which it was bis hopeiEiü endea- 
vour to promote; for his positions .are so 
extravagant, so contrary %o any thing tbat is 
sanctioned by the good apd virtuous, that the 
mfl^k beld up to, screen his designs js of too 
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tkin a texttire not tö be seen thi^ough by fhose 
of any penetration." 

" Büt it imfertünately happens," inter- 
rupted the Doctor, ^^ that the mischief befids 
those who have not this penetration; those 
whose miAds are not enlightetied by even 
common understanding. It is here where the 
evil lurks; for 'nothing can be more easy than to 
Start obje<^ions, and raise discontentment and 
disbeli^f ; but the difficulty lies in healing the 
wound tfaus inflicted : the' poison infiises itself 
with so silent and luiobserved rapidity, that the 
aittidote, eyen if it be iipplied^ can onty foUow 
by «npercqptiWe degrees:» 

" That is trufe," rejoined the Serjeant; ** but 
yet I think in these times there is a disposition 
.pervading almost all dasses of the people to 
imbibe religiousr principles and feelings; such, 
I am inclined to believe^ as cannot easily be 
shaken." 

'* I, also, am disposed to iavour the same 
opinion/' said Mr. Deacon; ^ but still I cannot 
avoid observing the mischievous efiects of that 
industrious oirculation of infidel notidtis which 
äre intended'to operate, not so much perhaps 

s 3 
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upon Uiose who are reUgious, as upon those 
who might otherwise become so; Üxas acting 
1» a barrier opposing fiirther entrance into the 
pale of Christianity/' 

' '* Talking of tfaose who are admitted into 
Üie pale of Christianity/' lesumed the Serjeant, 
'^ I am afraid the religioiis world is so scaiEi- 
daHzed at our profession, that it has half ex- 
cluded US firom it already ; indeed, I fear there 
are grounds for not löoking upon us to be such 
practical Christians' as we ougfat, or, as I thinfc, 
we might be,^ 

'< To speak openly/* said the Doctor, ^* I 
will not Gonceal the truth that sudi a notioii 
is yery prevalent: but upon what foundadon it 
rests, I am not qualified to answer ; because J 
have not the means of ascertaining the finct» if I 
were so disposed^ afid my indination, if it 
were exerdsed, prompts me to hope the 
eontrary. I can conceive, that occiqpied as 
•your minds inoessantly are, by the duties and 
severe studies of your professi(»i, you raust 
-näturally desire to dedicate your leisurcr to aigr 
tiiing that ean retum 'a rational rdaxati^i. 
The hature of the profession obliges you to 
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unwearied applicotion of rmind, and to an 
energy beyond what is required in öther occa- 
paüons of life* ' In my judgmenti tbe particiüar 
in which you seem mosdy to fiul is the 'urant 
of paying greater reverence to the impoitant 
duties of the Sabbath, which those .who take 
oflfence against you conceiire to resuk fix>m 
the absence .of a proper sense and feeling of 
religion." 

*^ Doctor,'* Said the Serjeant, *^ what all; the 
World says, must be tme. Indeed, I milftt 
admowledge, that though not more defident 
perhaps than some other professional bodies, 
yet, upon the whole, we are more so than onr 
sitoations in the world and our educations 
should suSer us to be* 14 however, we iteie 
inclined to make invidious compariscms» aqd to 
consider ourselyes bett^from finding othei^ 
worse, however little religioos we may generally 
be thought, I conceke we stand by s^any 
degrees higher than the medical proSesdou^ » 
abody, does; whoought, if possiUe^ toha^e 
still stronger motives for being siipeid<»r to ns 
in this respect. We are led to depend so 

tench upon our own wit and contmuifißf^ iotd 

■ ' •" s ^ ^ • •■•.••/' 
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ttpon laws of human establishment, that we 
afibrd no time for considering those of a divine 
origin; upon which, if good, they shbuld be 
founded. But the Faculty eiq>erience, by all 
dieir senses and all their practice, the ünceasing 
actions of the wonder-working God : they are 
made to see, in every bran'ch of their labours, 
the astonishing contrivanc^ of the Creator, in 
the harmony and construction of the human 
frame ; and yet^ what is truly surprising, with 
all this before their cyes, resisting the very 
evidence of their senses, they have the dis^ 
Position, and it has lately been on the increase^ 
of becoming materialists and sceptics.'^ 

" It so happens," said Mr. Deacon, ** that 
both professions have such ünceasing demands 
upon their time and talents, that they are 
literatly * choked with the cares and business of 
life;' so that they devote little to a higher call- 
ing ; but this is no justification of either. With 
respect, however, to medical men, it must be con- 
sidered that they have no relaxation from busi- 
ness, and that they are called upon every day 
of the seven itidiscrimihately ; now, yoü have not 
this exeuse tö urge for riöt making a proper 
distinction between the Sabbath and other days." 
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^^ My gpod fi^ow,** replied Sherd>lock^ 
^^ you do not suppose that after the mo^t 
laborious redeaxches into the dry and unedify- 
ing st^dy of the law för six days m the week, 
and not unfrequendy for the seventh also^ that 
we can find Urne for pursuits uno(»mected with 
the plx>fession. You seem to fiirget that we 
are not Divmes» but Lawyers, and that there i$. 
no chaace of rising at the bar without incessant 
laboor, and the acquisition of such auxiliary 
studles BS can actually benefit us.; but pray, 
let me ask, what time do you devote irom 
your present theological pursuits to the under- 
standing of the laws of your couiitry ? None, 
or very litde, I will uudertake to say I Why, 
then, should you be surprised at our neglect, 
when you may be charged with a breach of a 
simüar nat^re ?" 

." But, permit me to observe,*' said Mr, 
Deacon, *^ that you take for granted more than 
I am dUposed to allow: the suppositioQ, that I 
do not turn the current of my studies out^of the 
Channel of my professional pursuits, is not ä. 
true one; ibr I no more think of coafining 
myself soMy to the same tx;cupation or exercise 

s 4 . , 
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jd£ the niBd, ihan of tylog myselfibw^ to'one 

unvaryiitg solemnity of depiMtment aüd iMiiper • 

•Change is as essoitialito the mi&d a^ t«^ the 

body. After classiealyhistoricaly ift dtiier«in- 

:»tiliictive.aDd agreeable readiüg^ I oen retoni to 

dii:äiäy witii a double relbh; iiühe-same man- 

ipier, Ümt I can apj^ with ihore energy to inj 

practicai dnties after a seägonabk rehxation 

and anmsemetit. Bat whät 1 weuld obaerve, 

as Jt rcgards yoar ]|»ofiiSsi<iii, -is^ that it & too 

jieneral ä habit widi yottr^btMÜit^ tö givethe 

prefemice to a Sunday rauher Aan to ariy bther 

day^ for tr»irelliiig and meldng excursions * mto 

the Gountry," . ^ 

^ <' ; Wöll/' oonthmed Sherebfeok» «^ ähd ilkre 
make thb prteferaice fer the best of resibns. 
•Are wenot iiatorally glad to breathe a Bltle 
pure air after six days' suffocatioa in our l^ittm» 
be^ts, or in the more noxioas ätmosph^e of bur 
coHfined courts?' 

** But, ind^pendent of this," added Lyt- 
ÜetOD, ** there is so much greater pleasure in 
rdDing along the road when you meet with ho 
iBOvikig Jn^diments on yoor Wäy ; nor i$ it a 
^aU adyajitshge Jx> be mm o( meetiag'jnnW no 
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^dtf §oit iurSalt öl: höts0d t0 proieoote ^diur 

^ lUn'^iktty' be eil ^esy well^ Gentktti^y'*' 

iKiid»llir;iDeaedii,«'^* is fiur asrektei^ to bbdily 

< €!»& and^iOoiiTeideiioe $ but yöu caanot be ig«- 

mfOBOt tbat-kmiethfiig mtnp^isreqüsitiBitßnmi»' 

«iire tamiinrtttO'iis hAyoaA tbe tiiiie<i«e^flit »iroy 

Sil diKi ettfddjr stetes bcsides, tbere nd oocor«- 

renees, efmi in tke transBctians ixf .ycmn coitrts 

«t Ittir, .IrUcb-niake it nscesBBiy to have: somib 

ittndffldßtkadiiig of feUgious jiriildples and üiäi/* 

^ ^< Hese, thm» Deacan/1 säid Mr. LyttlBtaii» 

^here^vreareatdinctisstte. I-ampre(iai»dto 

eontend^ that if the Deity has desigtied un to £11 

•aajr piotioiilar slaAm höre, it^is^oar dtfty^-^yes, 

«» ireligioasdütyv^to suppottdtby ailthemÄns 

ittudi pawer-wldcbL he ha^ gi^en */ aoid in döing 

'thiB, ^«116 doaH Aat>we can^be t^asonaMycSftlled 

upon to perform« In the »^t place,' a^ tö the 

help that the study of divirnty can aSinxi us 

upon ocoasions where maitars tdsating to it are 

tkmght before the bench, if yfm irere bötter 

aequaineted with the rontine of our baan»ss, 

yott urould find that dach reUgious cases^ -^i^uch, 

/ftr «»tance,. as^ diat'of llfr«lVap'a to^y,-^ 
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nurdy occor. Besides»" continued he, smäing^ 
<^ you caiinot be ignorant that it is somewhat of ä 
forensic maxim to stir up strife, rather than 
^ seek peace and ensue itJ * Tp be sure, in tbe 
instances of libel upon Holy Writ» like Trap's 
case, fiometiiing is certainlyiequired; but then, as 
we.are rekained some days befinre the case comes 
qn fibr trial, we have abunda&ce of time to iread 
enough &r the purpose: when it is onr custom 
to deal as.much as possiUe in general, .rather 
than .in any particular points* I iconfess, in- 
deed, that brother Shereblock was a litüe 
hampered m bringing home the charge of blas- 
phemy.to the defendant to-day; bntit is not 
every body that.would have known how to pro* 
ceed in such a case. ., I.feor it woülid have 
required more wit than I am possessed of to 
have made it out a libel, with such a stiff fellow 
opp!9ßed to me as that Mr..Trap." 

. ^^ Lyttleton/' sald the Sergeant, ^^ let me beg 
that you wiU persist no further in such perm:se 
conversation as this." — Then tuixiing towaxds 
the Doctor, . he continued: — :" These young 
;men are so fond of. execcüang themselves in 
disputation, that whichever side of an argument 
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you take, tbey ate evei* ready to, become yotir 
opponehts ; so that straiigers run away contin« 
uatly with the Impression that they maintain 
nb)ciotts principles 'and opinions, because they 
have hedn deiending them, not upon groiind$ 
of their own convibtidn of their trudi, bat foir 
tke sake of conversation, and to exfaibit dien* 
readineigs to stand forth in whatever way they 
may be required. -^ But to retum to whatwe 
vmte talking abottt — Let me ask, do you not 
4xnmixT that there is a great advantage which 
large' provmcial towns possess over the metro- 
polis, ivith regard to the Observation of the 
Sabbath, where no gross violations of it are 
known or witnessed? Nöw, though no man 
can more highly appreciate the benöfits of the 
public and private observance of rdigious duties 
upon tbis day, and no one can have been a more 
constant and unwillirig witness to the sad, depIor<i- 
abte results, occasioned by the neglect of it tban 
I have ; yet I should wish to know, from such 
aut^ority as you can give, whether the ob- 
serviatiön of it be any thing more than a custpm^ 
sahctiöned merely by common consent and an* 
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liqiiity« So you ocmsider it enjoined hy aay 
thing that can omountto a positive law? 

'* What you allude to,*' replied the Doctor, 
^' IS a prevalent, but at the säme time an er- 
roneous opinion, that the institiltion of the 
Sabbath rests only upon the Leyitical law; 
which law, being abrc^ated, or rather super-* 
seded by the Christiaiiy many conceire may, or 
Biay not be obselrved« But, Sir, the Sabbi^ 
was clearly instituted at the time of the Creatüm, 
when it was blessed, hallowed, and set apart ; an 
event inwhich we arenow as much interesteda$ 
any of the generations that have gone before us. 
That it existed long before the establishment 
of the Jewish polity, is evident from the allusions 
made to it wfaile the Israelites were in the 
wildemess, and when, on the day preceding 
their Sabbaths, th^ were conunanded to odlect 
a double quantity of food, that they might have 
no occasion and no pretence for infiringing upon 
Ast day of rest, — a day which they had ever 
dedicated to the service of their God. But, 
Sir, we Qiristians have reasoos still strcmger 
tlian the Jews had for. the fiuthful dedication of 
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this day to the ptirpooes for wlueh it was 

designed, because we thus peqpetaally com» 

memorate the greatest blessmg under theGospei 

•—the resurrection from death to life eternaL 

This was the era of a new Creation, well deservr 

ing continual remembranoe; And, let me ask| 

was not the Institution of it revived by the 

Apostles themselves, who, inunediately after.the 

ascension of their Lord, congregated, for sacred 

worship, the first Christian assemblies, and at 

more than one of which he, the Saviour him* 

sel^ was present ? Besides all this, have wenot 

mthori^, which amounts to a positive law, tat 

knowing that ^ the Sabbath was made for man?' 

and, if so, how was it meant to appiy to him? 

Not made for him to foUow his mere vain and 

Idle pursuits; but meant to influence him in 

bringing him to the acknowledgment of his de- 

pendence on Almighty power, and thereby to 

secure that State of future blessedness which is 

held out to him ; and do we not uniformly find 

.dc^generaqr of manners, and a oontempt of all 

tfai»t is good and sacred, to be the natural aUd 

ineyitable.€on8equences.of negleeting ii? Büt» 

Sir, as you jusüy obbenre, in^ our provirieial 
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towns we have not ta conland witball that bod 
example whioh is set by tliMe of the most exulted 
rank in the metropoUs* I believe, were my 
Situation removed thither, that nothing woiiM 
excite my detestation so much as diis ; for to 
what.purpose is it that we inveigh i^;«aist the 
breach of this day, and against the infrtnge«- 
ments upon its sanctity, when we see nobles 
and others of the principal people of the land 
themselves the infractors of it ; -^ when we see 
them exhibiting to their inferiors the cold in- 
difference and unconcem with. which they midce 
their innovations upon it? One would think 
they wefe lost to the finer feelings of their 
hature, when the records of ourcourt» bear 
icsdmaay diat the mt^rity of crimes which are 
punished, not unfirequemly by deatb, höre 
spnmg from this one cause. Were they en* 
dued with the feelings pf true Christian chaiity, 
would they notfor^o the most powerfiil allure^ 
ments which pleasure could ofiery when» they 
know that their baneful and pemidous example 
of neglecting the duties and observaace of thia 
day^ leads pn so manyof their feUow-cneatiiKS 
to their min? ButyawMasthecinnfiMlfnitionis, 
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Ü^y do not rdleet upon the consequences of their 
eondsict ; bj whkh tbey practically mamfest a de- 
teraiination neither to qilenck the splendbur of 
thelamp^ the jöy of the harp, nor the oonviViaiity 
of the feast, althoügh there resnlt from aQ this* 
sudi'Orimes as hurry on their feUow-men to an 
imtimely and ignominious death/' ' 

" Still, Doctor," intemipted the Seijeant, 
^^ you are to b^r m mind that it is a day of 
rest, both to man and beast'' 

** I grant," he continued, " it is a day of 
repose and calm relaxation, at the same time 
that it is meant as peculiarly devoted to the 
Creator; or, at aU evenl^, that it should be dis- 
tii^uished from all other days. Can we go on 
in the laborious pursuits öf business, or in the 
less satis&ctory, but more laborious pleasnres of 
life, day after day sttccessively, . without break- 
ing in upon its concems and revelry, to dedi- 
cate the sev^ith to the God who made us, -— 
to'the God ivho still upholds us in our fnoirtat 
careecy -^the Ood who calls updn us to' ^ wbrk 
out our own salvation,' — to the God before 
whesn we must soon appear at the last great 
Asi^iz^ to give an accowt on iifiacli our et^al 
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desäay dqpendb ? Do the Yain, the ficiYdous, 
tke pngqbrtiintial amugeanginte» as tliqr are gene* 
niBy followed by many of the hi^er dasses of 
flodety in town, — do they at all answer the de» 
scnfytion of eren moderate rdaxation and rest ? 
Dp they oot brh^ Uäi^ troabk^ and vexation 
upon all who are conoemed in them ? Surely 
whi|t are tenned ^ quiet ass^nblies, oonversa- 
zionesy small dinner and miisic parties»' caa 
never, by the di8torti<»s of ' any sc^histry» be 
construed into any other than such fl^;nait 
breaches of wha^ if not actually sacred, is i^ 
garded by äie wjse and pmdent as such, as woiild 
in any case deseire the severest r^rdiensioa« 
But the.tenns amusemefU and pleasure are here 
a^togetfaer misapplied : thesethingshavenodiing 
whateyer to do with the oonsideration.of rational 
eqjoyment; they aore devised not so much fixun 
the desire of recreation as the ymk to gratify 
depraved inclinations ; fiom pride and ambiüon 
to «ppear great» and tp be removed £rom the 
vulgär; fitwi a s|»rit of riyalry, to vie with 
^se above them;' firom a .spirit of Ueentions» 
II9SS, inducing diem to fly to such expedients to 
tffliev^ thier tefUum which oppresses the idle and 
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unreflecting mind. In short, tfaie matiner in 
which this holy day is passed by die vötariee; of 
fiushion and dissipation, by those whose great 
duty it is to exhibit in themselves pattems of 
virtue, is in receivingand retuming visits, and in 
ostentatious displays of themselves, their equi- 
pages, ajid attendants; all which amounts to 
nothing less than one entwe, systematic, and 
wiUiil infraction of one of the most express and 
implidt commandments which the finger of 
God has engraven lipon stones, er which his 
Spirit has written upon the heart of man.*' 

^^DnFreeman/'^dtheSerjeant, "youhave 
spoken the very sentiments of my own breast, 
and I go along with you'to the füll extent of all 
you have uttered, and to much more, to all that 
yon would express,? 

" Mr. Seijeant," said Mr. Shereblock, " the 
warmth which the Doctor has manifested may 
probably prooeed fix>m those overstrained no^ 
tions of piety which are now so prevalent, and 
which even some of the best of our divines 
neither feel inclined to adopt nor sanction. I 
would not insinnate any thing offisnsive, Dr. 
Freeman, but may Ibe permitted to ask whether 
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you are not almost as deoidedly adverse to the 
amusements and recreations of 1^ upon any 
other day äs upon the Siinday ? Are you not 
what is now termed Evangdical? 

" Sir," Said the Doctor, smiling, ** I do in-» 
deed profess myself to be so, in the tnie and 
primary signification of the term, but not in the 
sense which you se^n to Widerstand it; for Evan^ 
geiism, in modern acceptation^ is only anothev 
name ibr Calvinism. No, Sir; I am no enemy 
to any seasonable pleasiii^es, that are in thera- 
selves rational or innocent. I am ane v^ mnst 
contend that the< service of religion is twofold, 
consisting of devotic»ial daties to God, and of 
social dnties to man, and that they ar^ to be 
carried on together. I think we are enjoined by 
the positive directions of Hply Writ, and by the 
no less positive comma9ds o£ ]%ason and con- 
science, to separate the Sabbath fimhall odier 
days, by every posssUe mark 'o£ a saciüed dis- 
tinotion ; by a cessation. froia the common and 
ordinary employments of body and mind; and 
by a d^ication of . ourselve«» by thought and 
aodon to the God wbo mt^e us : but, I conceivei 
if w^ col^scientipusly disoharge our coOByDion 
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dutiets wlth fldelity at other times, ^^ may law- 
iuUy, nay, what is more, we may, consistently 
widi the design of true religion, mix with them 
all such pleäsüres of public and private society 
Ä» have no tendency to corrupt the mind, or 
vitiate the heart." 

** Doctor/^ said the Serjeant, " I am so ac- 
cnstomed to hear men talk, and sometimes to so 
Htde purpose, on the abstruse perplexities of 
human laws, that I listen with uncommon in- 
terest to the free md rational discussion of 
matters which have reference to laws divine. 
We are so glad to divert the eurrent of our 
common thoughts and common occu jmtions, that 
we travdi out of our profession into others, with 
as itiittch hope and dcflight as he who changes 
from one climate to anodier for the beneftt of 
his healfh, or the re<^eatien and initruction of 
his mind. Let me, there&re, tröuble you! with 
another enquiry-^Is it true that some of the 
National CSergy have enjoined a sort of non-kH>h- 
fitetmty to the worldP' 

« I regpet to toy," repliAd the Doctor,' " tfiat 
tihäs' is actudly done by too mai^y of -the Esta- 
M»hment,both directly and indireetly. Directly, 
^ . - T 2 
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in tfaeir exhortatioiis and writings, callingAiqpcm 
their oongregations to renounce the things of 
the World, not merely things evil, bat those in- 
nocuoiis» all^ing this to be the direct oom- 
mand of the Saviour, which they endeavour to 
substantiate by passages finom Scripture, which, 
I hesitate not to say, are wretcbedly perverted. 
The &ct i$, they insist that the injimctions hiid 
upon the Disciples by otir Saviour, and up<»i his 
disdides only, as the promulgers of a new fonn 
of religion, are still binding, not only npon the 
Ministry, but upon all the professors of the 
Christian name. They denominate, or rather 
they anathematize, all who d]£fer from them by 
the offensive title of * worldly/ Their brethren 
of the Church, not Calvinistic, are tenned 
f -irorldly ministers,^ and their adherents, * chfl^ 
dn^ fitöhicHied like- the world/ Akhough 
they must, or ought to know, that, in AposUdic 
lai^oage, the^^thet is exdusively i^lied to 
those infidels and profane and wicked persona 
who constitute the bulk of mankind ; hence, also» 
Satan is called ^ the Prince of this World.' 
They preach up, therefore, < nonr-cx»iforHiity to 
the World;' that is, an aversion to rational 
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amusem^its or recreative pursuits cf life, as 
c^posed to the injunctions of the Aposdes; 
and thejr call upon their followers to * have no 
miowship ^wkb the unrighteous' — to have * no 
communioii with darkness' (tfaey themselves 
bei&g the light) : for, say they, * ye are the tem-* 
ple of God ; wherefore come out from amoQg 
them, —be separate, and touch not the undean 
thing.' Now, if this be not a palpable and gross 
perversionof Scripture, I am no judge what can 
be. I fhrther aflSnn, that they inculcate diis 
doctrine of non-confonnity upon such prindples^ 
and upcm that vicious mode of interpretation, 
which indirecdy leads them to put asunder what 
God had joined together; fbr their self4ibstraß*' 
tion from the innooent amusements of lue, and 
their endea^ours to hang up in domestic drdes 
the sword instead of the olive-branch^ are^ to 
me, evai somethingmorethanindirectinfringeNiv 
raents upon all the social düties of li£b whidi 
are enjoined to us by the decalogue." 

<* Do you not think, Doctor," said the Ser- 
jeant, " that these non-conformists usurp the 
province of judges of the conscienoe, giving out 
that amusements cannot be innocent and ra- 

T S 
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tionally enjoyed« and ihat siieh and «utA fiet^ 
sures must Hecessarily be «tteodod wilb suah 
aad such bad consequeiutes ?*' 

<< Most undoubtedlys" repUed the Dpotor : 
^* they indirecüy arrogate to themsolv«^ tkis 
power ; and by it th^y insinuate that we« who dü^ 
fer froin them, are saacticHUBg, by o«r eKmnple 
and senlJmeuts, pracdees alike pvajudieial to our- 
selves,andtothoseoo]QiiuittedtOQttrcare. There 
appears to me only <me nde of judgment. If tbe 
moderate participation of rational recreation be 
not prohibited by the precepts of tbe Gkwpel» 
and do not lead to oonseqnences to endanger the 
spiritual welfare of the individual« they mäy be 
lawfiilly indulged; and whether any sucb bad 
consequences actually do reault» mufit alone be 
determined by every c^e's consdenee* If tbe 
mind acqiüta itself of such an imputatkoat» who 
are they that sbaU venture to acouse it ? Jl doei 
not foUow because one man cann^it' enter a 
Theatre without recdving bad in^treasioiut, that 
others should be equally weak or snaceptlble of 
vice. It does not follow because your daughter 
occaaioiially goes to a Ball, or atlends a dance» 
that I am to pronounce it sinful, though her 
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hftbits of virtue . oontinue the same» and her 
wiäd remains unoontammated. It does not 
foUow because with the üse of cards som« 
gamble and caminit eonsequent enormities, that 
I, with difibrent indinations, imy not touch 
them« Qr, is it reasonable, is it religion, to 
abstain icam all these things» knowing the nature 
of llienv lest our virtue and reason should fall ? 
M^ht we not as well become cloistered monks 
and hemuts? It b true, we are generally to 
avoid temptationB; bnt there are some which it 
is better to vanqulsh than not to be tempted by 
them ät all. Bat, supposing amusements to be 
fraught with baneM and seductive evil — which 
is only true of tfaem in the extreme, or where 
those partaking of them are viciously inclined — * 
does. it follow that we must necessarily refuse 
the good üid choose the evil ? Assuredly not ! 
They who cannot partake of them without find- 
ing the strong holds of their virtue assailed 
beyond their means of keeping them, do well 
in withdrawing fröm them, and leaving them to 
those who have no such misgivings." 

" Precisely so," seid the Serjeant, taking up 
the argument. " What I affirm, Doctor, is, 

T 4 
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ihat amusement, so long as it oonlimies to be 
amusement and not businessy may be moffder- 
ately indulged, without any moral detmi^nt. 
Theatres, Balls, and card paxties, and all the 
varieties of public pleasures, may be i^lied to 
the worst purposes ; bat they may also be ap- 
plied to profit and Instruction. There is no 
blessing which Heaven has given ns that may 
not be converted into a curse: — of diis our 
daily experience a£brds abundant proo£ The 
food by which we are supported, and without 
which we could not exist, by an intemperflte iise 
of it, may lay the foundation, not only of diseases 
but death. Whatever appetite^ whether mental 
or bodily, is . indulged beyond the bounds of 
discretion or prudaice, counteracts the design 
for which it was given. If people attelid the 
Theatre for the sake of catching at the iMly aiid 
licentiousness which may undoubtedly be feund 
there, they certainly may meet witfa it, — y^ a^ 
they may meet with it any where eise, if they 
are disposed to seek for it ; butif I go, it is with 
the same intentions that actuate all others whom 
I know: I go to witness the close a{^roxHh- 
ation to exalted nature in the mafiterly soenes -ef 
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l^akeBpeare. In the ihtellectüal garden ofthat 
great anthor, tliere are floWers of the inost beau- 
.liful ferm and the most exquiidte perfiime, and 
there aceweed% also, of the most noxious growth; 
and while I gaze and please my senses with the 
©ne, I pass by the other as unworthy of my notice ; 
indeed, they do not excite my attention. I see, 
in the character of Richard, the deep, internal, 
moral wc^kings of a man who has waded 
through Uood to a thtone ; and wheii I look 
upon hia outward sptendoor, I balance it against 
his mental ai^rnish, and I loathe him ! I see, in 
Macbeth^ how men of pure minds are grädually 
w<»:ked upon by the seductive alluremente oi 
ambition, and by yielding their judgments to 
those who have undue influence over them, to 
gp on fram oe transgresaion to another, tiU 
they coinmit enonnities, at the contemplation of 
which they stand agfaast; and then peace takes 
leayeof their breasts fi>r ever. In Hamlet, Isee 
the instrument by which the murderer and 
adultress are brought to endüre the pängs of a 
troubled mind, and the bitter compimcttcms of 
a self<«accusing conscience. I see, in Wolsey, a 
man whom ambition has raised from the lowest 
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to'the 0K)9t exlJted Station, mid^ firomlliftt, pr&- 
cipitated to contempt, poverty, and death« And 
\>y tbese means I have been tanght, more for- 
<:ibly than by any others^ the darigers of these 
wayward passi<»is« By oiher tragedians, I am 
led tot see the bistorical or real rqpresentation 
of circumstances which haye sübdued the pride 
or raised the hopes of men of other thnes ; and 
I am strongly impressed by the same exdte- 
meitts to aim at virtae, and to despise vicö. In 
comedies, such as are chäste (for I see no 
others, and it is to be lamented tbat others 
sbonld be tolerated), I derive a hanhless grati- 
fication. And, on these grouhds, I maintain that 
morality has to contend with no powerfid anta- 
gonist, when it woüld deprecate the evil ten- 
dencyofscenicrepresentations. I have observed, 
as long as I faave been capable of Observation, 
the eSect of theatrical' exhibitions upon those 
who have witnessed them in the manner I have 
doaie; and the honest impression on.my mind 
IS, that, in several ways, the benefit has out- 
weighed all the evil that has been imputed to 

them. 

^^ Again, if I attend the ball-room, which 
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t^ven nüow I OcoaskmiiQy do, it is.that I nay iBr 

teitbange lientuatets atnd opimon» mth ihebe I 

meet; that I niay not exhilMt a tsiie a^d stokal 

^ver«k>n to support any ok^ct that faaB a 

seasonable cheerfiihiesB to promote ; that I may 

rningle among all ages with those ^o would 

shiae ia. elegant and doci^l life ; 9aad that I may 

{dease myself by observing the graees and man-* 

n^rs of the rising generatioii; for all these things 

em^ite both sexes to süpport a narne and' chajrao- 

te]^ which theycan oply do by their virtues and a4> 

Gompliähmenta* And though these nmy not haye a 

direct mfluenoe to implant religious feelingd in 

the heart» yet they have an indirect tendenqr to 

do so; for if once the mind can be brought lo 

unbibe only the semblance of virtue» as that 

widiQUt whkh it cannot be either tolerated 07 re^ 

spected by good society, it inay düe more easily 

ha «oflueneed to adopt the vitality of reü^on 

upon still higher pfinciples. 

^^ If I viait in private life». I listaoi to music 
with pleasure, becausa I have a taste and relisb 
for it; I find that it firequently beGahosthe 
ruffled mind, that it subdues the peiplexed 
passioBS^ and that it excite$ a sirong, but tender 
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sensibility. I deli^t in pictures, in scnlptare) 
in drawmg^ and in works of art that exhibit 
skül and display scienoe. I play whist, becanse 
while it affords innocent amusement it exerdse^ 
tfae thinking fiusulties; or I join in a round game 
at Cards, to promote cheerfidness, and prevent 
harmless mirth from ceasing: and I say with 
you, if others be unable to enjoy these things 
from the over-refined sensibilities of conscienoe, 
let them'pursue the bias of their own indinations; 
but because they have this distaste themselves, 
or afiect to feel a scrupulous dread at yidding 
to the amusements of life, let them not hold out 
their fears as the prohibitions of Holy Writ» 
We have all difierent complexions and charao- 
ters, and we see through di£ferent mediums; and 
what may appear sinful to one person, may not 
to another : what may seem indiBference to tfai% . 
by another may be regarded as the direct 
contrary,** 

The conversation now took a di£ferent tum, 
and continued generale until it was suggested to 
tfae host by his guests, that they were inclined to 
move into the drawing-room. During the 
whole evening Mr* Hawke had maintained an 
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unustial sflence, and though never inattentive to 
die wants, or to whatever might promote the en- 
joyment of bis fiiends, yet he was more inclined 
to listen than to converse. After the party had 
removed into the drawing-room, the Doctor took 
an opportimitjTybefore the close of the evening, of 
tellm£r hhn how much he was at a loss to account 
Jl iho^ihäUn», .od Ud«™!^, .nd «. 
pressed the hope that nothmg of a serious nature 
had occasioned the change which he remarked. 

" Indeed, my good Sir," replied he, ** vj^% 
have entertained none but the most serious "^ 
reflections, £rom the time we parted after our 
kst evening walk to the present hour. Our 
discussion then, and what you have advanced 
sinoe, harehad the effect to excite a still further 
aiid deeper consideration : which, I begin to 
think, will end in removing my former preju- 
dices ; in making me look at a brighter prospect 
than I have hitherto beheld; and, finally, in 
iHJnging me to^adop't opinions which require 
only impartial investigation to produce an as- 
snrance of their reasonableness and truth." 

The Doctor, taking bis band, and pressing it 
with warmth) now took a silent and unobserved 
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leay^* O^ the foUowii^ nuNrning he foimd this 
InUet; upcm bis table : 
" My dear Sil, 
** ^ I ]ulFe nav a ^riA toattend die senrioe 
oC j)ie Cburdb» I shaU feeldiiliged by yowr ap* 
proprifiliiig a Pew tö me. 

^ Youvs tmlyand 6idifiilly, 

«J. Hawke." 
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Sweet is tbe.moniiag^s lovdy ray, 
That fr wght with fragraxice leads the day ; 
* But sw^eseter far that native grace 
Which mandes o/er tbq rirgi»'!» fiice, 
Deepening her fair unspotted charms 
When modelt Virtue fedsvalarms. 

Of soul how deady of.passions vJle, 
Of blackened heart» aad vidous heuU 
Is his, whoseJdbeiimeJnlJeQt 

Can such sweet ipy^Uaesa defile \ 
Disgrace to .ngyui, tiu)' fallen low, 
How can ha poftce of coipfoart know 
Who in the. •bud could bJa^ tt© rose ? 
The slave of gujit^ api:ey to wo^. 
And rackfid by ^dt^^yjog äuJOC» 



288 THE ATHANASIAN CREED. 

Qf coQscience keen his life shall pass; 
And deq>er all, as sinks his glass ! 

Oh mark tfaat form ! — tho' sunken now» 
It boasted once of Health's beäi glow : 
Lovely and fiür, and pure the maid, 
Ere brutal man her fidth betrayed. 
That eye, tho' lustreless and dead, 
That cheek, whence every rose is fled, 
That feeble step, and drooping gait, — 
These, once, portrayed a difPrent fitte. 
How changed is she ! an outcast !— -one 
Whose food is tears, whose couch a stone, 
Wljiose canopy the urintry sky, 
And only business is — to die ! 

To die ! dread thought ! but not before 
Repentance fioods her chasten'd soul, 
Nor tili Religiön's müd controul 

Unlocks for her its saving störe. 
Oh no I she first must seek the Gross, 

And there her sins, her cares dismiss, 
And, counting earthly good as dross. 

Her Saviour's head anoint, and kiss. 
And wash his &et with^holy tears.»— 
Hush'd then shall be her aching fears; 
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No more shall burst the stru^ling sigh, 

The fouht of Sorrow shall be dry ; 

Aud sweet ßeligiön's pure caress 

Shail feld her to its heart, and bless. 

And tho* the fire forsake her eye, 

Tho' leave her cheeks the cnmson dye, 

Elastic tho' no more her tread, 

Arid youth and loveliness be fled ; 

Yet in her eye and cheeks there lives 

The charm which Resignation gives. 

And on her features is engrav'd, 

'' Tho' sin hath sräth'd, kind Heav'n has sav'd !" 

A oopy of these lines was presented by Mr. 
Deacon to his Rector one moming, on which 
they had met for the purpose of visiting toge- 
ther the famtly of the distressed Seaman, whom 
they had the satis&ction to find in a far better 
Situation. By their intercession with his hmdlord, 
his fumiture had been restored ; by their assist- 
ance and advice, the man's health was much 
improved, and his wife was perfectly recovered, 
sothatshecouldnow resume her labours; while 
the yoBng woman, on whose Constitution sorrow 
had niade large ravages, was beginning to feel the 

ü 
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happy influence of Religion, to ^< her great anif 
endless comfort." Great as had been her sin, 
deep and sincere was her penitence* She rested 
not satisfied with a few confessions of her fault, 
nor with the utterance of a few prayers, which 
custom made weary to her. No; <nice led 
astray from the path of duty, she feit the weak- 
ness and insufficiency of her nature ; and with 
fiillpurposeof heart, she tumed herseif to Hirn 
whose ways are mercy, and sought unto Him fov 
grace, for pardon, and for peace« It need not 
be Said that she sought in vain ; for retuciung 
calmness had begun to show itself ; and her 
days and nigbts, which lately had. been passed 
in that sickness of mind and splrit which faai^ 
Uke a heävy weigbt upon the heart of the 
sinner, wore now a müder appearance. In this 
ameliorated state, . it was the happinesa of the 
Doctor and bis Curate to find them. The old 
man^yet unable to get out^ was reeding iir bis 
Bibie to bis poor Magdalene; who, whllst atr 
teuding • with tender ai^d afifectiomate duty on -her 
babe^ listened to him with eagemess* 

" * The messengers of peace' broke in upoi^, 
them before they were aware^ and gladdened. 
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them ' with their s%ht. ' After ' a shört dday 
iri this house of returhing health and pea^e, 
they proceeded onwards to the Visitation of 
other objects of comm&eration and pity ; but'as 
tfaey weire passing the door of Mr. Häwkev— ^ 
" Deacon," said the Dpctoi*, " let'us^ciali in 
here fo^r.a few'minutes, that I may .infonh ouir 
firieiid ci the arinngetnent I design to make 
fbr his acconiinodation in the Church ; £>r I am 
yery anxious to give this converted advocate 
a special retainer. They were now ushered 
into the library, where they found Mr. Hawke 
^ngaged in . eämest cohversation with Mr: 
Singleton^ tibe mims^r of the Unitarian Chapel ; 
whoy having received from his late disciple in- 
fcNrmation of his apostacy, had come to enquire 
ipto, and canvass the reasons of his secession. 
This interview the Dofetor considered most 
Ibrtunate; as in the event of a diiscussion of 
the prihciples of their religious difFerenees 
taking. place, he . judged that £ui ^opportunity 
would Ife alForded for makiiig an estimat^ 
liow far, and with what degree of sineerity, 
his friend had been brought^to espouse hi» 
new belief. 

u 2 
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** This is the Oendeman of whom I onoe 
made mention to you, Doctor," said he : *' he 
.has be&i plying me with arguments of a yery 
di£ferent tendency to those which you once 
oflfered to my consideration, and which pro- 
duoed so firm a change in my mind, though he 
has been pointing out to me die skockingne$Sf 
(as he terms it) of the Athanasian Creed; which, 
he says, is a disgrace, not only to die Chureh 
which makes it part of its litturgy, bat -to the 
whole Christian world. Now, as> you and 
Mr. Deacon are come in very opportunely, you 
will, I hope, not suffer me to hear <me side of 
the question only; for though one part ofa^ 
dispute is enough Ibr me in the case of a cUent, 
it b by no means sufficient in an afibir of iso 
much importance as this. If, therefore, you 
and • Mr. Deacon will {dead on the oppostte 
side, Mr. Singleton, I am sure, will be ready to 
GORdiict4lie accusadon against you; md in diat 
case, he will open die business. We have no 
ckrk to call silence, ncKT- to impannel a Jury ; 
wi]tt jTQU, . therefore^ Mr. Singleton, witbwt 
forthev cere^ony take the lead ?*' 
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Sir,*' replied he, ^^ stranger as I am to 
these Oetidemen, you kaye imposed upon ine ä 
task to whieh I fear I am unequal; bat as it is 
cikiy duty to avaü myself of all oppbrtmitties tb 
correct wrong ideas and principles, however 
sanctioned by antiqaity and power, and to dis* 
seminlate just ones in their places, without 
more cönsideration I begin. In the first place, 
I shall emfibe my bbsenrations to two genend 
heads: oneis, that Atfaaiiaedus was not the 
autihor of the Creed, and that, thereföre, it is 
tft>surd to call it by its present name ; and the 
other, that it not only contams a doctrine 
rqmgnant to reason,'and.highly mcongruoiis, 
but also arrogatesa power of anathematudng, al- 
iogether in<x>nfidstent wiäi the Christian religion. 
Besides^ supposing Athanasiiis tobe its author, 
it is no reocmunendation to it tobear his name ; 
ibr he was banished for sedition and evil prac^ 
tkißs moT^ than onee/' 

y <^ I will take yonr last Observation, flrsl^'' 

' said the Doctor; ^^ and I have no hesitaticm in 

asserting' that Atfaanashis, in himsel^ was ^ a 

persecuted * man, f^ld per^cnted soldy- ' 'ön 

accoont of . his ümi ahd inflexible* ortho^i^ ; 

u S 
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which was so oflSsnsite to the Innovators of 
bis time, diat he became an obgöct of their 
nafignant envy and .uoceasing niafevöknee. So 
ftfr froin beuig vshsLt you represent bim to be^ 
fak character was^ altogether diflferent, «ad 
wcnrthy rather. of admiration dian censure. I 
doBidiprove.t6 you the truth of Ais, bitt it is 
)Ool.hecessaiy; because, even gnoiting bim to be 
fheoiagect.yott represent himy tbat.woMldin no 
^dtgneeänApngnjeither the authoiatj or raraatf 
df the Greed.?. . 

>' How.w^ Sir?'' Implied Mr. Sii^lfltoh. «']f 
hebevTXot.the antlior ofit^ tiben it isiio longe» 
tlttr/Adiattasian. Gneed, bnt the oeeed^of aay 
bbdy^ ornobody.*' 

' '^. We will not dispute about mmeSf" said 
Mrj Deacön, '' btxt confine oimelyes to facta. 
It ifi. the doctrine of the Creed with wjbieh we 
haTetödo." 

** As ibr its doctrine,'' said Mr. Sii^ßton; 
'Vit is abtaigether abbortent ! The dogma öf the 
Trinity. is. ihonstrouä ; but^ the dogtoa of Uiia 
Creed ii unr^aaohable, cniel, andr presumi^ 
tnous! To^say that iinless a man beUeves 
tTery: tfauig cctntauitf üi it, he !s without doabi 
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lost» is to s»y tbal unl^s n man will assent to 
a string of inconsißtencies» he is in a slate of 
inevitaibte perditi<»i. New, saoh. an idetf is 
horrible to a CkrifitiaD» aad inakes a charitafaie 
mind shrink ^th dread." 

: ** It is all v«y w»U,** said the Doctor, *f >£» 
peo|)le to pnx&ss so. much liberality and feeling 
Ibr otli^rs. Tl^a» is som^lmig iä it c^^tdbiag 
aad: pjfuiaible> .for it is ihe doistriine of tinsel 
wd shonr.; f iriiSst the candour and solemmty oi 
uad^guised truth and orthodoxy are Z9q>ul8iye 
and unaoefflly» because they are uHspiEtring and 
itliwfeal to fraud and preamnption. I camiot 
ooDcmTie faow any one can, consistentlyy talk of 
Christian feeling and charity, \dio d^jures the 
ODly idea cxf Christ whieh can; command our 
seFerence or excite our k>ve. Witbont a 
niolalson of tliat chairity, lam^of cpinion, that 
they bear the Christian name Ibr no otber 
furpose than tk&r own convenience ; and are 
BO more.to be called Chiistiai^ than the Creed 
under consideration is» accQsdkig^to your.view^ 
JKn be called. Athanarian^* - - 

" *^:HbWr tSir?' tveplied Mr* Sin j^eton, wtdi 
soto^' wacmth» ^* We am tperhaps. as^ good 

u 4 
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ChmtianSf at least as good men, as those who 
arrogate to themselves that title." 

4 

^^ Widi persona goodness, or individiiM 
;GorTectness of life, I consider we havenothi^g 
<to do at present," said Mr. Deacon. ~^^ I-miist 
colncide in the sentiment so temperateiy, yet so 
finhly advanced by my firiend; and-if I>iiui^ake 
not, the infidels of the präsent di^ thougfa 
they. somewhat Uaine you, claim you as; their 
hreduren, becanse you atgure lhe'4aN3l^e>. of 
Christtanity, whilst you retain the name. ^ JHay^ 
they say that the !resdndtng the laws that were 
.once in.force a^ünst you^ is the door tbrough 
.wbicb they have made bcdd to^ enter.; and that 
atjs:unju6t that. they should be persecuted: fiir 
their doctrines, whilst. yx>u aie ^pematted ^not 
«nly.i.to profess your princif^, imt.to^pro^ 
aelytize. .1 maitic»! 'thas to $how you the 
opinimi entertained^by men who fi^l no i^espect 
for creeds,.aad whose «Hilyinerit is, (if^iperit 
jt may be caUed) that they have the caimige 
i^nly to avow their beliief." 

^^ Such observalions, Coming firom a Triiü- 
Aarian, excite.in me no woncter," replied Mr. 
^i^^oii, ^^ sinoe it is a part of their creed^ to 
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despise' all who differ from them. Btit^ I 
would ask, why itiay we notbe called Christians 
•üs wdl as yöu ? We prafess the fouhder of oür 
räigion ito'be JesüsChrist, whowasasingfdlaHy 
-gbod man, and one pri>«mmently gifted äiid 
iaTOured" by Heaven;. we believe in the 
tniracles which he wroüght ; we sulimit to his 
docJtrines and masdnus as the best rules of life ; 
we acknowledge that he was raised from v the 
deiid^ and that he is now an ihhäbkänt of 
Heavwi/' ^ 

• '^ Ahd^*' cohtmued the Doictor, ":aHow'^e 
to say, that ttey who are Christians in truth 
•acknowledge the author and maker of their re- 
ii^n to be Jesus Christ, the Soh of a Vlr^, 
in his human form, but, in his s^wfftual netüre, 
escalt^^ ahoye all prineipalittes and powers; 
Ibr tUs reason, because he is Ood, ix^ not 
only ebuld give äiat sanction, weight, and 
authority to moral preoepits, M^ch lawgivelrs, 
wfaio were mere men, could not, but whd was 
the Mediator of the Covettant, petfett God 
and perfect Man. He it was that paid the 
atohement of our sins, aind became, by hh dwn 
-^^natiire aindpöwer,^ ^ die'^rst-fruits of lhie<)a^^at 
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slept.' There is something in Uns to exctte oür 
love in a higher änd more impressive degnee 
than the idea that you entertaiii. I am not sius 
prised that yotr, who are an Unitarian, shonkl 
otgedt to this Creed in particiliar ; my astoniah- 
nent rests upoti those who» while <iiey profess 
to acknowle(%e the Christian verity, ^itertaia a 
9%nest mi' this subject. But I wiU assert, dittt 
all \viio beUeve in the tritüK Ddily, nuist mther 
go äie fiill length of the Creed,. or alguffe Üheir 
profession." 

<< Yes; buty Sr^ Ihelieve ncadserthe-Trinity 
Hör the Q^eed^" said Mr. JSSngktcmr^^ and I am 
proud to dissent from them, as they are man«- 
telhgible, and, aa I befose said, uneharitable : 
unintelligible, because one oontains a myateaey 
bepond'all human power to.compfdiend; and 
tiie other asserts a sweeping condenmation, 
^v^ch must^exclüde, I think, erery one fiom 
atdiration; Now, on thb 'prmoipl^ I am fidly 
JHsti^d in using die terms unmieUigibk ahd 
ünckarikMe^ Bat, to go more deeply into the 
»ubject, homr, I would ask^ can three persons be 
one, or qtie three? As weU may yon say that 
you Iwo Gendemen and mys^, wfaö are- three 
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dffitiaet persoosj are one {ierson; for if th» 
Ihvee persons of your Trihlty are each Qod^ 
tbebt esr& they three Oods, and you ave poly-r 



i> 



• .^ To tbe cfaargte of polytheis^n, i giveamoBt 
potttiveäknnl,". said^die Doctor. ^^ That die 
mibjtet of the Trinity is mysterioas, is, I should 
faope, Bo reasOA why it should not be beUeved; 
and that the condfttiimtory 4claiis^i are not 
suichaailaUB, I also ma&t cottfeend. But, Sir, 
thou^h ^eat is the mystery of Aö Trinily, ve 
ioaay, nevorthekss, find, atlefist, some analog to 
hdp US to cpiäprdbend it. in.doing thxs, hoaKr«- 
i^ex^ I must dfisdöim making use of «ny ^00» 
idea of . the Abn^iy^ or medsimtig liim by 
human capacity ; for as he is an infinite sphrit, 
ik>.iiiast oor .uiiderataiidiBg, which is .necessarily 
limited to earthly things^.fiiil thoroughly:to takelt 
in. :It is only, tfaerefore, iti a spiritual sense that 
M^ can> discussthis point-; and our arguinents 
Must consequently be strifqped of all grossness 
and htimanity. Conceive,« if you can, vhiM; J 
take to be die most perfect idea of Gpd, that be 
is^ perfect tvisdom, goodhess, aadpower. Now, 
itsttch perfectness bslong tolhe thvee persons 
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of the Trinity, they must necessarily be au 
eqüally God« But tfaat each of these possesses 
ihis in himself, is apparent firoin this cx>ns]der- 
ation, that each is self-conscious of each otheifs 
actions; for as that person of the Trimty 
whom we call the Father is God, in every sen^e 
of our comprehension and belief, so must the 
other two, if they possess the' same attribates, be 
God : and they are, also, three in ohe." 

'.' You laid down an axioni Fespectin^ the 
spirituality of the Deity/' repUed Mr. SingletcHi, 
'^ and that we should discuss it iii a spiritual 
manner« Nöw^ your view rests only, I ccmceive, 
on your o#n dictuni ; and, therefore, we are yet 
as widely at issue as when yoü commenced your 
argument" 

' ** I hape not," observed Mr. Deacon; " for I 
tfaink Dr. Freeman has laid down a position, 
wfaich, as it iswarranted by Scnpture, is strong 
and; inonoveable. And that it is so, may be 
leanit^ first, firom the consideration of the Son or 
secoiid peraon, on the prindple of self<x>n- 
sdoiiflXiess; for whatever is conscions of the 
wisdöm^ power, and perfection<xf another beiiig, 
must be one'and the same as that being. Hence 
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the Son says, ' The Father is in me, aiul I in 
him/ — 'As the Father knoweth me, so know 
I the Father/ — * Whatsoever things he doeth, 
these, also, 4oth the Son likewise.' Who, then» 
on ccmsidering the strict and only true sense 
that. these and several passages of holy writ ex- 
press, can deny that the Father and the Son 
have the same aelf-consciousness, fiiUy and per- 
fecüy the same, and that each equally compre- 
' hends the other : and, oonsequendy, they are otie 
and the same. Now, if this be true, and I defy 
Satan himself to disprove it, then is die Divinity 
composed of these two, mutually and intimately 
God; and if the Holy Ghost possesses the 
same consdousness as the Fadier and the Sqq, 
he must, in like manner, be God, equally and 
essentially one and the same : — '^ För the £^iiit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things :of 
God,' — ' The love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given to 
US.' In like manner, Christ speaking of läm, 
says, ' He shall not qpeak <^ himself^ but what- 
soever he shall hear, that shall he speak; ajtid )ie 
w^yi show you things to come. He shall glprify 
me ; for he shall receive of mine, and shall show 
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it unto yott. All things that the Fp^ther hatk 
ure mme ; tterefore, said I, that he shall take of 
mine aiid shall show it imto yöu.' Here, dien, 
äie Holy Spirit is as intimately acquainted wkh 
jthe mind or connsel of the Father and Son «9 
they are of each other's : he must, therefore^ be 
the sam6 with diem, and as intimate and as much 
within them, as the spuit of « man is in a man ; 
and all this by an essential unity ot self-coiK^ 
sciouimess. ^ For,' säys tfae Apc^tle, < whät man 
kno^ireth the things of a man, save the spirit of 
a man which is in him ; even so the thädgs of 
God knoweth np man but the l^irit of Gcid/ — 
In like manner, God oMBpreh^ds the l^irit as 
the Spirit oomprehends God ; * For,' says the 
Apostle, ^ he knoweth the mind of the l^irit, 
tooJ — Thus I have shown you,howthesethri^ 
are necessarily and essentiafly God, ^ not by 
confounding the substance, but by unily of 
pei*son.' " 

^^ I cionfess,'' said M^. HaWke, who had 
hitherto been a silent and very att^tive aüdkor, 
^* that were any thing yet wanting to eomplet^ 
my tuming to-whnt I now cohceive the trne 
icka of God, as contiüned in the orthodoat 



QQtion of the Trinity, I should, from this. view 
o{ it, have confessed my error ; but as I have 
i^ready done that» I need only now saj that 
my conviction is complete, — so complete, diät no 
jM^ment can be advanced powerfiil enough to 
cause me to swerve from this my fixed. jud^ 
ment. And I thank Heav^i that I have had 
the opportunity of beii^ prevented from deny- * 
ing my Saviour aad my God, and sfauttmg my 
heart against the dlvine infiuence of the Holy 
l^irit« .1 only now regret that I should ever 
have entertamed principles and tenets whidi I 
consider at variance with. Christianity itself. I 
owe dbds open deolaratton to you, Mr. Shigleton ; 
and be assmred that my decision is the resiilt^ 
not of a partial judgment» for I leaned^youT 
rather than to the Cfaurch : not a hasty.resolTey 
for I have thought of it deeply/ serioosiy, -and* 
fi)r some time : not of a, spiiit of wavermg axui 
change, for I dmig to^your doctrines as the 
drowning mariner'to the mast :-~^bat of a mol^ 
coBscienlious belief that the idea which I, in 
unison with others of yonr sect, had carved of the 
Ahnighty^ was altogether derogatory of Himwho 
dwells not in tem{de8 made wilh hands, wfaoM^ . 
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throne is heaven, whose footstool is the ^eartb, 
and who gf^asps immensity with a span. This 
idea was necessarily followed by my searching 
more closeiy aad deeply into the sub|ect; anl 
the result has been, that I hesitate not to con«- 
fess ' a Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity.' 
And, however faUadous and absurd you esteem 
this hdly doctrine, I think it more reconcileable 
to common sense and reason, becanse it is 
fbunded in Scr^ture, and conveys adti^ther 
a Spiritual notion of the Divinity : whereas yoiir 
notion of it is &shioned after human ezperieDce ; 
which, as it is fallibleand frail, so must yoor 
notion partake of those imperfections. Kay, I 
will go fiuther; for I not ottly confess the.doo- 
trine of the Tnnily, but assent to the view. 
taken of it in the Creed which we have been 
diacussing, which I consider an adxtürable.ex- 
positicm of a difficult and myiterious sufcgeeL 
And whether it bears the name of its authar^ 
or was a compendium of the Christian belief in 
the age when it was proituilgated, aboutfimvmn 
centuries ago, I npw look upon it as a powei&l 
bfirrier against the introduction of fidse np^ionsy 
not only of the Godbead, but of the Incamation ;. 
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«ad 'all thatis necessary fbr ä GUristian'tolie^ 
lieve to his soul^s health.' '' Neverdieless, Dr. 
Fi^maii; I: sdmost wish that the condemimtory 
ckuises h'ad not been so pointed-and decisive; 
and thouj^ I' cannot go tlie whble length with 
Mr.fifaigleion in this reqptet, yet I should like 
tö' knbw how you would attempt to support 
thern/' 

" Mr. Mawke," said the Doctor, " I admire 
yoiH* ottidoury and esteem your chänge of senti* 
meiit solely as the result of unbiassed thought 
and impartial' iitvestigation. Your remaiiiing 
ddübt I shall haveho difficulty in solving: but 
it is only fidr tö ask this Gentleman's permission 
to advance to this part of die argument ; that is, 
if he be satlsfied- that the doctrineof the Trinity 
is not so absolutely uhintelligible, nor so uh- 
w<Mfthy rf credit, as he supposed." 

** Sir," replied Mr. Smgleton, " if I mistake 
not, your hypothesis aihounts to this, that the 
'Father is one true God, the Son one true God, 
aiid^the Holy Ghbst one true God ; and yet you 
assert there is but 'one true God,* which is a 
ccmüadiction impossible to be reconciled. After 
you liave deared up this strainge inconi^iatenlcy, 

X 
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I shall be glad to prooeed to the remaining 
cansideration of it^' 

^< It is a prindple with your Sect,** replied 
tha Doctor, << to pervert or tum aside every 
thing that militates agipnst your doctrines ; and 
though . this is not Ae place to. point out the 
Strange twists which your translators and com« 
mentators have given to those passages of Hoty 
Writ which you c«mot admit, because they 
are too pointed against you, without eidber coi^ 
rupting or expunging, yet I cannot widihold my 
expressicxi of the unfidmess üod disingenuottst- 
ness of it At the same thne, I would have 
you and all your foUowers to know, that the. 
Ci^olic doctrine of the Trinity rests upon a 
foundation whieh, thou^ exposed to the as- 
saults and battering of human ingenuity and 
perverted inteUigenee, cannot peridh ; because it 
is founded upon a Rock, the Rock of Ages. 
Hence we care . not to defekid this or thiit 
pasaage of which there can be the least ^adow 
of a doubt, well knowing that as the early 
Christians fled from one city to another when 
the malevolence of th^r adyersaries denied ihiem 
a Iqo^r continuance, so we haye auth<nrille^ to 
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which we have recourse, beyond the puUing 
down, or erasure, or perversion of all that 
SooiniaBS can devise or execute." 

^^ But wfaat has tkis to do with my observ- 
atidn?" i»idied Mr. Sin^eton, who was glad 
to put an end to remarks that were too home 
fi>r his refiitation. 

*^ Mach," aaswered Mr. Deacon, ^< at least 
in my (^inion; for does not your cpiery go upon 
that prindple whioh Xhr. Freeman was depre« 
cating? Tb^ hypothesis he laid down and 
defended, you, because you could not re&te it, 
think proper to misimderstand. * A Tery few 
words will suffice, I think, to answer yon. Is 
not the soul self-conscious to all that the body 
doeSf feelS) and attempts; and, in like manner, 
the bod^ to the soul? Yet these two, though 
they are not oae and the same thing, because 
body cannot be soul, nor soul body, oonstitnte 
one person or individual, namely. Man. The 
soul is one, considered by itsel^ and so is the 
body ; but unite them, as they are united by sdf- 
consciousness, and they form, when thus united, 
one being. So, in like manner, the tfaree per« 
sons, or the t^ee hypostases, or whatever name 

X 2 ^ 
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you call thein^ of the Dinnity, are individually 

or separately.onef yet thesethree^taken tt^e- 

ther and iinitöd, form buti>ne God. In wimt 

manner this Union takes place it concems ilot 

those who cannot comprehend their own union 

of body and soul to enquire ; for that which is 

finite cannot, from its very nature, take in in- 

finity : and if it fiul to understand how itself is 

constituted, surely it is the height of impiety, 

profimation, and idolatry, to circiunscribe the 

immensity and intangibility of the Divimty 

within the narrow comprehension of intelli- 

gences which ^ know but m part«' We can 

only conceive God by his attributes ; we ought 

to rest satisfied with that knowledge^and not 

be high-minded, and canvass things ^ into which 

the very angels desire to look' — " 

" But, Sir," interrupted Mr. Singl^on, " you 
make ideas of the form of God als well as we 
do ;. we may, therefore, rebut your assertion back 
upon yourselves." 

" Yes," Said Mr.Deacon; "but you must 
allow there is som^ difference between spiritual 
and human things : and as much as tbese vary 
from each other, so much does our idea of the 
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Divinity differ from yours. WhJat we con^lain 
of is, thiit your coniception of it is too gross, 
Btid &älq»ted to human understanding ; and ' con- 
sequeiitly either derogatory from the Süpreme 
Being, or bomiding it up within limitS) and by 
that means rendering it finite and imperfect" 
, ** Or,'^ rejoined the Doctor, " rather say that 
both-tbese detractiöns from the incomprehen- 
s&liUity of God follow from the Socinian dpo 
trine," 

- ** It'strikes me, Gentl«nen,'* observed Mr. 
(Hawke,^ <^ that there is one passage which puts 
diis )queslion, as it now Stands, quite at rest— * 
^ Great is the mystery of godliness; God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of Angels, preached unto the Gentiles, belieyed 
on in the world, received up into glory.' " 

" That is, indeed," said Mr. Deacon, " the 
passage upon which I was gromiding my argu- 
m^it^ and I thank^you for the application which 
you have made of it." 

1 ."I see," replied Mr. Singleton, " that you 
tibree unite in one against me, and at this rate 
we may go on tili doomsday; because I do not 
feel ^sposed to abandon my position, and I do 

X 3 
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not a{^r^end fliese Gentkmen will fonsake 
theirs : we will, tiierefixre^ proceed to what coü*«' 
stitutes the undbaritableness of this Creed; and 
thiseonsists in giving over to damnationaUd&ose 
who cannot bring their understandings to com- 
prehend the unreasonable and unintelligible 
doctrine of the Trinity. Now, this is Tery 
harsh and cniel, that they who have not a 
oo][liprehension pliant enough to take in this 
monstrous dogma, must, on that account» be 
excluded from the salvation of Heaven. Not 
only, then, those of the Christian World who 
dissent from you, but all the mülions of crea* 
turesy on whom the day-spring of the Gospd 
has not risen, are included in thi$ danmatory 
swe^9 which it is disgracefiil to a liberal mind 
to entertain*'* 

" If/* repUed the Doctor, ** a man's private 
JHdgment is to be the rule and criterkm of 
Scripture interpretation» your hypothesis wotdd 
be just. But who shall question the Almighty? 
or, who shall be his counsellor ? Who shaU 
dare to scrutinize what he does ? or arraign his 
dispensation ? If our finite compreh^isions 
could grasp infinity, they would oease to be 
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kairnui« The idea con^eys aa absurdily nKune pal* 
pable than aay which you can po^sibly lay to our 
Charge; and whilst it strives to exalt the nature of 
naHy H etdier destroys bis humanity, or derogates 
fitom the Deityf Unreasonable and unintel- 
l^^Ie $H the Trinity loay appear to you, in- 
&utely wQrae and more gross is the notion you 
advaaoe; becauae, as it has been before ob- 
aervedi it levels the immensity and infinity of 
heayoi to the. groveling and imperfection of 
earth. Bearing these observadons in mind, we 
shaU ooiiie to the discussion and consideration 
of this important doctrine with more humble 
feelings, and more suitable ideas« You will, 
from this yiew, also, easily perceive how unjust 
and unfidr is your proposition/' 

'^ But, Sir, assertion is no argumenl^'' replied 
Mr«länglet09i,'' and I must beg some mor^ 
satis&ctory proof than your mere dictum^ tov 
the (^Hoion of one man, nay, of a thousand 
beiogs, if unsupported by better authority than 
an qfse dimtj deserves no credit." 

^' How, Sir," pbserved Mr. Deaoon, *^ does 
^hßt Observation com<B from you? Why, tbat 
is the very object of Dn Freeman's remarks ; 

X 4 
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bat as you want some authority superior io 
human evidenoe, we shall not shrink firom ad- 
ducing it It is tuineoessary that we^ who rest 
all our doctrines on the Scnptares, fiiirly and 
logically interpreted^ should be backward in 
givii^ in our authority. Now ^ Sir, the natiure 
of the Trinity, and its foundatiion in the Scrifv« 
tures, need not here be insisted on; becaose, had 
it not beoi revealed to us, we nevercould have 
kiiown it, and because we have already discuscied 
it. In addition to this, however, I heg leave to 
advanoe an hypothesis plain and sin^le, and 
one that cannot, I think, be ol^ected to. If the 
Institution of Baptism, as ordained by our 
Saviour himsel^ and practised by his inspired 
Apostles and his Church to our days, be bindiAg 
on US, then I may hope to make out a.case not 
easily disproved. The form of that Sacrament, 
by which we are admitted into the,-pYml^ge<i( 
the Christian dispensation, and beoome' re* 
generated children of grace under the title of 
Christians, is a broad basis upon which to groond 
our present discussion. * Go, baptise all na^ 
tions,' were^ the words of the Saviour, ^ into 
the name of the Father, the .Son, and the 
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Holy Ghost.' Now, if our adm]ssi0n'into the 
Gfiristian Covienaiit depends üpoh Bäptism,-^ 
and ihat it'does we must believe if we woidd be 
saved, — it depends upon a fiill confessiön od^ änd 
belirfm, the'Holy .Trlility ; and this is no möre 
atid no less than what is asserted in ihe Athaha* 
säm Creed. For if Salvatioii be bbtained .by 
Baptäm,' which brings us within the pale 6{ 
grace, then is the acknowledgment 6f this 
docitrine absolntely necessary to etemal life. 
. Whoerer, fherefore, believ^ in the efficacy of 
tbis Sacrament, must iEickhowIedge the Trinity, 
as explained or laid down by the 'Creed now 
uiider discussion. I rest not this on bare 
supposition, Mr. I^ngleton, it is founded upon 
the words of triith, —upon the assertion öf Hini 
^ who spake as never man spake/ and of Hirn 
who came to be a light to lighten the world to 
peaoe, to virtue, and to heaven. Every text 
of Scripture depends fbr its füll force and 
efficacy upon this doctrine: and, if so, then 
must they who would rob it of its diidne aü^ 
thority, to say the least, be in daiiger öf the 
judgment But if they who call their brdlher 
^ fedP be in danger of hell-fire, hbw much 
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radier they who deny the divinity of God, and 
measure him by their imperfect Standard ! ' He 
that believeth and is baptiaed Asül be sared, 
bat he that believeth not shall be damned.' — 
These^ Sir, were almost the concluding words 
of Christ, before he left this earth to r^um to 
the glory which he had before the world in die 
bosom of his Father, and to resume his incon- 
ceivable Majesty ; ^ being made so mnch better 
ihan the Angels,' that they pay him. adimtian 
and worship, gloiy and preise. If he, then, at 
such an hour, thought it neoessary to enforce 
this upon the consideration of hisfoUowers, wby 
should any one dare, not merely to deny his 
true nature, bat qaestion the jastice c^his com* 
mand? It is, indeed, truly awfol to talk ligfatly 
respecting Him, who even when imder the fi>nn 
of man, in all his actions manifested the power, 
the oneness, and dignity of the Sapreme ; bat 
how mach more awfiil is it when men are found 
who profane his holy name^ by robbing him of 
his true nature, and denjong his just and un- 
questionable attributes ! That he is to be Judge 
of the Woild is established beyond all contro* 
▼ersy ; where, then, shall the sinner and blas^ 
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phemerappear? How shdl they dare to look 
up to him fyt mercy whom tfaey reviled^ dich 
graoed, and defiuaiedl All this is founded in 
Scriptore, and this is singly and sdely the doo* 
trine t>f tbe Creed. In wliat, then, is it cniel? 
in wbBt is it uncharitable? Rather, I ivotild 
ade, in wliat is the Bevelation of Heavoi, or die 
book in which that Revelation is recorded, cniel 
and uncharitable ? < All Scripture is given by 
insfmution of God,' . and consequendy must be 
infiillibley both in fidth and pracdce, and may 
not be charged by man widi any &ult, either of 
Omission or conunissicNi ; and why, then, should 
doctrines which not only have their foandaüon 
in it, but which are expressed in its very words, 
be censured and made the butt of ribaldry and 
aniraadversion? In this view, and I can form no 
other of it, I think that they who ridicule and 
reject the fiuth of the Holy Trinity, are tread«» 
ing on embers which contain the spark of de- 
stmction hidden beneadi, ready to ignite and 
ciHisiune them. This fidth, then, must * be 
kept holy and undefiled:' for, as there is no 

medium between virtue and vice, and between 

• 

heaven and heJl, so either must the doctrine of 
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the Trinity be ab^olutely tnie or fidse. ^ K &lse, 
then Scfipture is no rule of £edth, for die idea 
of the Trinity could never have been conceived,' 
had it not been reTealed from heaven ;> and that 
refidation is found in the word of Go3 : but 
if it be true, then ' he only who beUeves sball be 
savedy y/Aniat he that believeth not shall be 
damned.' " • 

'* The more I hear/' said Mr. Hawke, ^' of 
this doctrine» the more I am convinoed of its 
tmth, and congratulate myself on lutraig escaped 
from so dangerous an error as my fiMrmer read- 
ing and associates had led me to adopt. It is 
my hope that all who, through presunqpticm or 
error of judgment, are entangled in the maze of 
Socinus, will be able to extricate themselves; 
and at loigth, like the Apostle St. Thomas, be 
ready to exdaim, while looking on Jesus, ^ My 
Lord, and my Crod P ** 

' '^ In Order to anticipate an otgection which 
Mr. Singleton may perhaps feel disposed to 
make,'' added Dr. Freeman, ** I would observe, 
that . the curse denomiced ägainst unbeUevers 
can only extend to tfaose who bear the name of 
Christ, yet refiise to listen to his voke; and 
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oiüy adopt, as articles of beließ those things 
which &11 in with their ignoranc^ pride, and 
präsomption : I mean to those who, though 
havinga talent committed to their manage- 
ment, either n^lect to use it, br employ it in 
a way disgracelul to the donor and dangeroüs 
to themselves« Of course, it is chaiitable to be» 
lieve that those on whom the Sun of Righteous- 
liess has not shed the healing of his wings are 
not included in this condemnation ; for ^ the 
Heathen are a law unto themselves,' and have 
not that talent to improve which Christians 
have. As, therefore, little to them is given, of 
them wQl little be required; but, on the con- 
trary, much having been given to us, of us 
much will be required. They have not been 
baptized to Christ; they have not heard of the 
Saviour, and him crucified ; they cannot, there- 
fore, ^ believe what they have not heard,' neither 
will they be punished for not performing what 
they have not known. But the case is &r di£Per- 
ent with us : we have no such excuse to plead. 
Out infidelity cannot arise firom ignorance : we 
hav^ been baptized to this doctrine, if we have 
been baptized at all ; and, therefore, if ^ we 
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would be savedy we must thus think of the 
CathoUc fiiith/ '' 

Just as the Doctor had finished speaking, the 
door opened» and the approach of visitors was 
announced : this, therefore, put an end to the 
discussion; which, with the exception of having 
Toore strongly confinned Mr. Hawke's belief in 
the tnith of the Scripture doctrine of the Incar- 
nation and Divinity of Christ, had apparently 
no other eBecL The contending parties now- 
took their leave, and withdrew. 
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THE 

SEA CA FT AIN. 



Captain Fortiscue had seen many a naval 
engagement, and had fought upon eveiy occa-» 
sion with such undaunted heröism, as left bis 
judgment infinitely more questionable than bis 
courage. He was not only addicted to an ex- 
oess of patriotic ünpetuosily, but sougbt out tbe 
road to danger, witb tbe same zeal tbat otbers 
commonly use to avoid it. Tbe same entbu- 
riasm characterised him in every thing. SdU 
be possessed talent wbicb a proper cultiva^ 
tion might have made brilliaiit,-a genim 
prompt to invent, and enterprise to encounter ; 
but, like tbe vessel in wbicb be rode upon tbe 
€x;ean, be stoöd in firequent need of a rudder to 
direct bis devious course. He bad performed 
sucb prodigies of valour, and manifested such 
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self<leyotion to bis profession, that, had he 
possessed greater stability of discretion, he 
would have claimed distinction in the service. 
His spirits were always variable; now buoyed 
up by saoguine expectation, now dejected by 
disaj^intment : like the element on which he 
lived, he was at one time cahn and motion- 
less, at another violent and raging. After 
having served upon abnost every Station, and 
foughtwith abnost every nation of the globe, 
he had retired upon half-pay, with the ad- 
dition of a pension, the compensation for the 
loss of an arm Carried away in the last action 
in which. he was engaged. With such a mind, 
and such fiselings, it was impossible for him 
to remain inactive ; but at length wearied with 
foriniogprojects which terminated in abortton, 
änd tired of the sameness of life, he looked 
out for one who might comfort and solace him 
in his retirement, and relieve the tedium of 
life by the endearments öf conjugal happiness. 
As he was a man whose mind was prone to 
despondency when activity of life ceased, he 
had,.from the time of his removal from service, 
occasionally faüen into great mental gloominess, 
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which had been increased rather ihan subdued 
by fsise sentiments of religion : it was bis wish, 
therefore, to make choice of a wife whose views 
in these respects might, in some d^ree, assimi- 
late to bis own. As be was tbrowh but little 
into the society of tbose of bis own professioi), 
be could not execute tbe design be once formed, 
of uniting himself to tbe daugbter of a brotber- 
officer, wbo migbt understand, and feel inter- 
ested in tbe relation of tbose oft-repeated anec- 
dotes of tbe good and great tbings of bis earlier 
bfe, wbicb formed tbe not-unfrequent subject of 
bis convers»ation. Indeed, removed to a distance 
from all circumstances and persons connected 
with tbe Service, bis mind tumed to tbe con- 
templation of otber subjects, and cbiefly to re- 
ligion. So mucbbad bis attention been engrossed 
by sacred and nautical reflections, .hat he had 
drawn up a treatise on tbe naval tactics of tbe 
Old and New Testa^lent, in wbicb be bad d^ 
scanted at large upon tbe structure and capacity 
of Noah's ark, and compared it witb tbe vessels 
/biiilt by Deucalion and tbe Argonauts ; be bad 
hazarded an opinion of tbe probable bürden of 
tbe Ninevitisb sbip, from wbicb, in order to 

Y 
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lighten its fireight, Jonah had beeo hurled into 
the profundity of the deep ; and tben he had 
run into a digression of some lengüi, to prove 
that whales have never been found in the lati- 
tudes in which the prophet was sailing: then 
taking a comprehensive view of the improve- 
ment of the science in subsequent ages, he 
established beyond all controversy» the tonoage 
of the craft which sailed to and fro over the 
lake of Oennesareth, and congluded by ap-> 
pendlng a pointed stricture upon the misoon- 
eeption of Raphael ; who, in one of his Cartoons 
representing the miraculous draught of fishes, 
had placed several figures of the holy person- 
ages in a boat, so small, that any one by his 
own w^ight, alone, must have upset it. In this 
way his mind had been occupied, when it was 
suddenly tumed from the course of these lucu*' 
brations, by falling into the coinpany of a 
daughter of an eminent tradeaman o£ the town ; 
a lady who had once possessed some indiaputable 
pretensions to beauty, the loss of which was now 
oounter-balanoed by what might be oonsidered 
the prospeet of a pretty fortune, an education 
Father beyond her Station in life, and the in^ 
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heritance of the sevarest prmcq)les bf religioti. 
The season of love is the season of poetical in- 
spiradbn ; and many were the attempts *which 
the Captain made to assail the strong-holds of 
the lady's heart, by exalting her opinion of his 
talents,^ and enflammg her with the ardour of 
his affectioii. His mode of disclosing the labour- 
ing passion of his breast was not so singular as 
it was affecting ; it was expressed in the fol- 
Iowing rhi^sody, which was delivered at the 
close of an evening visit, with the vice*like 
grasp of a hard hand, and the upward cast of 
an enamoured^ bat a blood-shot eye : 



Oh Cupid, God of wild denres ! 

Venus, Mistresft of the Loyes! 
Oh quench, oh quench these inward fire»^ 

Hither drive your purple doves. 

Woft yourselves upon the ooettn 
Of the blue and cloudless sky, 

For, alas ! you have no notion . 
How Tery neär I am to die-* 

To die— in one ecstadc buMt 
. Of.anon-descriptiTejoy; 
I hörn, I bum, oh dake my thint — 
Raging Loves my seniei cloy J 

y 2 
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Tho' in btttde Pve been wounded. 
And by wayes have oft been tost, 

Until now I ne'er was grotinded, 
Nc'er tili now have I been lost — 

Lost — in fiercest adoration 

Of her many yarious charms, 
' Ye Gods i accept of my prostratton, 

Give, oh giTe her to my arms ! 

The condusion of these lines was truly 
poc^cal» becäusie it was the height of fiction 
in tfae author to represent himself as possessing 
two arms, when he evidently had büt one. 
This mistake did not, howeyer, escape his 
Observation, and if he could have altered the 
sentiment without altering tlie rhymes, he 
would have done so; but it was revolting 
firom his mind to represent himself as a dis- 
membered lover ; besides, äs he had once pos- 
sessed the'fiill cojnplement of limbs, he suffered 
the stanza to remain. But the result of all this 
was not what he had anticipated; for though 
the lines breathed an unequivocal avowal of his 
love, yet the lady's sensibility was altogether 
shocked at the proftnation of invoking heathen 
deities, which, she sald, were only other naines 
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for demons; and the o£fer of prostration to 
them amounted, in her opihion, to sheer 
idolatry. H^ displeasure, therefore, was 
wofiilly excited by this unhappy efihsion, and 
would probably have proved, for some length 
of time, &tal to his suit, had he not soon* 
afterwards offered a more congenial, serious, 
and approved effort of his Muse. 

Here, a vile but contrite ranner 
Seefcs a Saint endow'd with grace, 

Fain and fairly would he win her 
In the semblance of thy face. 

Holy midden ! know 1 love thee ; 

Reiigion's voice in thee I hear; 
From thy presence do not driye me ; 

MetfainkB I feel an holy fear. 

9torm8 and tempesto IVe not heeded, , 

They were all the sports of Fate, 

Other lessons I have needed 
To remind me of my State. 

With vice in every shape infbcted, 

From thy ught I ought to flee, 
But I feel myself elected, 

To partake of bliss with thee. 
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Gfp'st th<M» willig |o 849i> 4^ (orrent. 

Or the trade-wind in its coune ? 
Cans't thou meet the storm abhorrent, 

Or unsbriiddiig stem its force ? 

Tben, seßk oo^ X^dy, to lejeot xne, 

Nor my fondness to reprove; 
To thy ffweet embrace elect me, 

Let me Mvel in thy love i 

No sooner had she gained upon the affections 
of the Captain, and procured the key which 
unlocked the arcona of his heart, than she 
exerted her power to eradicate those notions 
which she deemed false, and to strengthen those 
she judged right and holy. JrKa treatise upon 
sacred nauticai tactics she consfxained him 
now, as the condition of hes acoqitance of him, 
to bum to ashes, as a pro&nation which no 
olher sacrifice nor altar could remöve; and 
here, little ^^ Dan Cupid," was exemplified thy 
power ! That which had cost him so much 
intense contemplation, exhibiting in one view 
all his knowledge and leamine^ which he had 
cherished bs Üie progeny of his brain, the 
diild of his üncy^ the o£^ring<^his inventive 
genius and erudite imagination, was, in one 
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mom^it öf time, oil oUiter^ited) pulverised, and 
doBtifoyed» topurchase-'^what? the heart and 
hand of a maiden of forty, who, in all the 
paleness and pride of an austere religionisl^ 
promised the paortner of her touch the par- 
tkipation of her oWn glöoiiiiness, to mix with 
that Compound whidi made np the gravity and 
gsde^ of his own tmsettled disposition. The 
thing wa^ however, aßer mnch compimction 
mi doitte htstle heskation, perfermed; aftear 
which^ and some other preiiminaries which 
were said to be calculated to ensure spirituid 
räther than earthly comfort; the lady, with 
dowticast look abd blushiilg modesty, suffered 
herseif to be conducted to the altar. 

This was ahnost the last act of worship which 
the Cäptdb performed in the Chnrch ; for firom 
thiis day Mrs. Fortiscue had passed an unani^ 
maus resolution, that they should attend the 
Service of a Chapel, of which her uncle was the 
minister, and in which the doctrines of Calvin 
were preached in their füll foree. To this h^ 
spouse made no objection, inclined as he was 
by habit and inclination to give way to a peiv- 
fect belief in PredestiHatibn^ and absolute Neg- 

Y 4 
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ces^ity ; a belief which had actuated tum on.so 
many occasions to meet danger, and to brave 
d^th in every form. For many yeärs were 
tbese notions strength^ed by the. peqietual 
sanction of bis wife's authority ; and wben, after 
a little time, she presented bim with a sau, her 
power .was complete. It is easy, thereibre^ to 
conceive how poignant must have been. bis. 
sorrow, wben all joy was snspended by the 
annomicement of the death.of her, who had. 
given birth' to bis child. He bore the calamity 
with no religion, with no philosophy; bis grief 
was impassioned, and for a length of time he 
exhibited a phrenzied despondency ; , but as bis 
child acquired strength, and.grew.beneath bis 
eye, bis cheerfiilness at pne time retumeid, and at 
another broke out into joy bordering. uppn wild- 
ness, Like a vessel without rudder or heim, 
which is tossed by every storm,^and impelled by , 
every gale, he was the constant sport.of varying 
feelings. To rear bis mfant was an employment 
altogether new, and called forth once mpre bis 
inventive faculties. Determined that the mind 
should be impressed with wha.tever might in- 
spire a love for hisprofession, every thing with- 
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OQt was destined to öoiivey some idea whtcii, 
froiii early assodatioh, might lead it to a. blas 
ibr the sea. Hie child's cradle was built in the 
form of a boat, with an awning above the hjead. 
The nurse- had been chosen from the widows öf 
the sailors oF his former crew. The nursery 
itself resembled the cabin of a ship m size, 
liumber bf lockers, and fumiture öf drawei^s and 
searchests. A deep closet had beeil fitted up as 
a birth for the hurse, only accessible by a small 
flight of Steps. In short, every thing withm 
bore the dosest similitude to the mterior of a 
ship. At the age of six the child was ainused 
by iloating little cork vessels on tubs of wa,ter^ 
and began to acquire the phraseology of seamen ; 
and as the boy increased in years and know- 
ledge, his mind was diverted by the cohstant 
rdation of stories of enterprize and coürage, ex? 
emplified in the manifold histories of searfaring 
heroes. Hie Captain had aimused himself also 
with rearing an enormoüs pole on the grass-plot 
of his garden, and equipped it with ladders, 
röpes, alid sails, to resemble the ihast of a man- 
of*war; and here the child was constantly ex- 
ercised in all the coiiiiised mazes of rigging, 
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and in idi tfae tichniaJitigs of the naatic adeneg» 
and ums taoght to dnub with a dexterity which, 
whikt it surpiued, horrified tfaose who were 
made the spectalors of bis activity« To what 
exeera all diis would haye be^i canried, had it 
been much longer indnlged, it is difficalt to 
coQJeeture; for die infection had eztended so 
fiur, that the boy, seeing how his esqdoits wob 
opon hi» fitthcr's faieart^ and how enraptured he 
wm with evety feat diat brou^t back the r&- 
meMbrance of his dangerous career of lue, had 
himsdf convated die prop of a stool to bucUe 
im his knee, as a wooden leg, and had tjed a 
bandage over one eye^ in Imitation of what he con*- 
ceived to be the honouraUe badges of the pro- 
fession. Thas eqtdpped, he was frequently seot 
hobbhng over the quarter-deck, or climbing to 
the mast-head, from which ktter perilous sitmir 
tion, for want of better sight and better fbotin^ 
he was» lipon an nnlucky oocasion, suddenly pre»* 
dpitated to die ground^ and nanowly escaped 
widi life; having not merely splintered his 
wooden leg, but dislocaled the knee to whioh 
it had been appended. The Captain soon ra* 
GBliciled himadf to this accident ; for on survey^ 
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11^; the spot on whk^ the »uffi^rer had faüsj^ 
«id measuring its distanee firom the nuust, h/e 
discovered thst had the boy been actuaUy on 
board öf ship^ he would exactiy have üll&i iato 
Ae water, and, oxisequetiily» WQuld have ois* 
tainedno other [»robable hann thaa amere duck- 
ing} and liien would only have escaped firom that 
pev3 to have beea expos^d to axiotbex^ ^^ for," 
Said he, ^^ it is dear the acoideiit was fated«" 

As sooQ ES the brave boy reco^ered, he was 
sent, by the adviice of his &ther's friieDds, ta a 
«k^oqI in the neighbourhood c^ the metropolis, 
wheve he was edujcated with several otker youths 
fi»r the Service of the navy^ When at the, age 
q£ ft)mrtee% impressed with the superior ha{qpi- 
ness of seamen, egad eiwuouredof the profession, 
he was made roidshipman, and put imder the 
oommand c£ a foirmer cc»nrade of his &jther» 
At twenty he hädlbecome a young man of ^eat 
promise, and combined the best qualities of boA 
his. paicents ; he was possessed of genius and 
taste,, with äithusiasm enou^ to maloe hisi 
warm and aninuuted, and religion to give him a 
i^pkit of umi&cted devotion, <xHnbined with 
goodness of heart No wonder that bis fiUJier 
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looked up to him with sehsations of pride and 
happiness. But it unfortimately happened (such 
is the uncertainty of life) tHat the parentfs high 
tonceptions were suddenly blasted, by the iir- 
teUigence of his son's death in one of those 
brilliant engagements with the enemy, which 
have raised the character of the naval prowess 
of this country to such a pre-eminent he^ht of 
glory. This was so terrible a shock to the un* 
happy man, that it had brought. npon him a 
grief which preyed upon his heart and ^irits. 

A few years after he had sulBered this last 
<^ stroke of fiite,'' as he tenned it, he was on a visit 
to Mr. Trustwell, the merchant, in whose com- 
pany Dr. Freeman accidentally met him, as they 
were surveying the public edifioes of the town* 
" Doctor," Said Mr. Trustwell, " we have 
just been at the Rectory, and, being disappointed 
in not finding you at home, I left a note to re- 
quest the pleasure of your joining our family- 
circle at tea this evening, which I hppe you will 
be able to accept. My friend here, Captain 
Fortiscue, whom I beg' to introduce to you, is 
much out of spirits from a severe dom^tic 
affliction, heightened by what I think a wrong 



THE SEA CAPTAIN. 3S3 

notion of the justice and mercy of God. As I 
know your disposition to heal the broken- 
hearted, I am sure you will make an effi)rt to 
oblige me, in giving him your assistance and 
counsel, so that I shall rely upon the pleasure 
of seeing you." 

Early in the evening the Doctor prooeeded tö' 
the merchant's house, where he found the whcde 
family seated around the fire, together with 
Captain Fordscue and Miss Lorraine. Hie 
conversation was enlivened by this addition <^ 
the Rector, wfao upon all occasions endeavoured 
to heighteh the harmony of sodety, either by 
his cheerful partidpation of mirth, or by the 
pleasing manner iii which he conveyed his in- 
stnictive counsel. Some time aller the tea- 
things were removed, it was curious to observe 
iiow the party was interested by the whole de- 
meanoür and deportment of the Ciqptain, who 
at one time formed the life of the circle, and at 
anoCher seemed an abstracted being ; now ren 
liiting ^^ his moving accidents by flood and 
field," and how touching the chord from which 
his sorrows vibrated. The good Doctor, in 
particular, s}rmpathized with him, and endea>- 
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i^iured, with that deUcate attentk» whidi a 
Christian mind only can show, to draw him firom 
himsel^ and by indulging, tx> ease his labour- 
ing thoughts. The nearer, however, he drew 
him to the source of his a£9]ctioD, the more he 
ibund his mind alienated from that setded oom- 
posure which true religion bestows npon the 
hmnble and sincere snffisrer. 

*^ It is of no use," said the Captain ; << my 
regretdng and afflicting myself urith thioking 
qpon my brave son. He was destined to suffer, 
and I was ordained to misery here : bat I, also, 
hare the comfort of knowing that I am fore- 
doQmed to happiness hereafter. It matters not, 
therefore^ whether I had kept him on land or 
sent him to sea; what was to happen to him, 
was to happen in spite of all I could do." 

*^ AUow me, Sir," said tbe benevolent Doctor, 
^^ to ask you if you think it was &ted by the 
Akajghty ihat you and I Aould meet here at 
my fiiend Mr. Trustwell's, and that our oon* 
v^ersatfcm should be on this subject? Was it 
ordamed that I sfaoukl meet you in the street 
this moming» or that I shouki be abseat when 
youcidled at the Riectory? I cannot bring my 
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mihd to bdieve that I am compeUed, by in- 
visiUe necessity» to have met you here, because 
I feel within myself a liberty <^ thought and 
action: and I know that if I wilfiüly expose 
myself to danger, whether I am &ted to it or 
not, I shall incur great hazard, I am sure, 
also, that whiie I am in a sound mind, it rests 
with myself whether I throw myself from the 
battlem^its of the bridge into the river, and, 
consequendy, whether I shatl be drowned from 
such a circmnstance or not. Now, what reason 
can.you have for supposing that your son was 
necessitated to die in the engagement which hss 
' put ft. period to his shdrt, but brilliant career ? 
•I gfant you that certain causes will produoe 
certain effects; and that if a bullet strikes a 
person in a mo^tal part, death must foUow; but 
J cannot allow that it is fated whom the bullet 
shaU strike. You eannot deny, in the heat of 
^igag^ment, when instrumenta of war are husy 
in all hands, some must perish ; but why not this 
aa well na that person ? why not the vetermi aa 
well aa the recruit? I answer because he only 
whom the sword or bullet strikes eomes in 
inusoiitifl^ contect wiüi the inatruments of death ; . 
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and, oönseqtioitly, had he not been there, he 
would have esct9)ed the mortal wound. This 
b not by unavoidable necessity; it is only the 
effect of a general cause^ which would be the 
same m one as in.another; in the noblest as in 
the basest, and in the bravest as in the most 
cowardBy ;'in the haro.of Tra&lgary as in the 
meanest of his seainen« Refrain, therefore, my 
good Sür, to arraign Fate or Necessity for your 
aorrow; for are you not at the same time ar- 
raigntng the wisdom.of God ? His pro^ndence 
15 over all, and the minutest and most insi^^iifi- 
cant bdng is as much under his eye as the 
lugest and most interesting object. As thepoet 
has weil said, on the authority of Scripture^^-^ 

* Who sees with equal eye, as God of all, 
A hero perish, or a sparrow fall.' 

I grant th&t, without his pemussion, neither 
your son coidd have dted the death he did, nor 
we have met here this evoiii^; this. is not the 
lesult of a special or constratned permission, 
but of a broad and general dispensation. I 
adknowledge that we are under his guidaaoe; 
husfy at the same time,. he. has left us the Hbor^ 
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of aictiiig', reserving to himself the efifects of 
general causes« Or, as the same poet hu» 
beaiitifiilly said^ — 

' And, bindi^g nature fast in &te, 
Left free the* human wilL' '* 

Duriiig these Observation^ the party, and par- 
ticularly theCaptain, remained in a deep sQence ; 
he, indeed^ appeared completely absorbed in 
thought, and painftd remembrance. At length, 
when the Doctor had ended, he «aid, — 

^' You talk of causes and efifects, Dr. Free- 
man; I feel both. Mypresent grief is, I know, . 
the e£kct of my son's death ; his death, the cause 
of my sorrow. But I shall one day cease to 
lament; I shall one day forget my afHiction, 
when I am called away to join the Elect in the 
presence of God.'* 

" If by * Elect,' " replied the Doctor, «< you 
mean those, ^ who by a patient continuance in 
well doing,' have obtained ^ glöry and immor- 
tality,' I shall rejoice to sympathize in your 
feeling : but if I may judge from your notions 
on worldly things, and human events, that they 
ttte under the tyranny of fate and necessity, I 
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much/fear that you are aUuding to that un- 
chrisdan doctrine of a particiliar or individnal 
election of some to happiness, and of others to 
condemnation." 

" Your cJonjecture is certainly true," said the 
Captain, ^^ for I most assuredly have faith in 
that election ; and this belief is confirmed hy the 
authority of Scripture*" 

" Not of Scripture rightly nnderstpod,*' re- 
joined the Doctor, ^^ as I could satisfactorily 
prove, if time and circiuiäustances ^dmitted« 
You rely, I think, upon. certain paesages of 
Holy Writ, which seem to coimtenance this 
doctrine; and especially upon some of the writ- 
ings of St. Paul, without con^idering the par- 
ticular Situation of diose to whom he was 
addoessing himself. His observations had Üieir 
exclusive and peculiar application, without aay 
reference whatever to individuak. Were it not 
so, his writings would tend to counteract the 
8{Hrit of the gospel, of which he was so able and 
so zeidous a prcmiulger. T%ey would t^d to 
set at nought the teachiog and preaciang of 
Hirn ^ who died for us ;' and, consequmdy, thqr 
would render abortive id} the Saviour's loeritSi 
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and all'his oim Idbours. For why should the 
Saviour have suffered to be ^ the propitiation of 
our sins^' if every man, by an absolute decree 
of God, be ordalned to happiness, or fore- 
döoined to misery ? Why should the Apostles 
have laboured) toiled, and hazarded their liyes 
for the dissemination of the Christian religion, 
if of those, to whom they preached the word 
of God» some were,. of necessity, wiihout any 
meritor demerit.of their own, predestined to 
eYerlasting life^ and others.to everlasdng punish- 
meäat?. This idea' does> in truth,. completely 
rend^ futile all!. the ^ufferings, doctrine, and 
mediation'.of the bles$ed Jesus; and, therefere, 
it is büt' a mockery to exhort men to live well« 
and to cleave untoiGod. But such was not 
the opinion of the Apostle to whom ^ the Elect* 
lo6^ up as their advöcate. Had he, highly 
gified, inspired, and &voured as he was, be- 
Keved in absolute election, he would not have 
expressed bis apprehension, ^ lest,*af);er he had 
preached to others, he himself should be a cast* 
away;' nor would he have exhorted us * to 
work out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling.', Nor would ^' die Captaih of our 
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salvation, who was made perfect dirou^ sulfer- 
ings/ have gone about * seeking to save the 
lost,' and exhorting all to tum unto him and 
live. He would not have reproved the world 
of sin, if the sinfiil could not avoid being so by 
a predestination tö wickedness. He would not 
have invited mankind to take his yoke upon 
tfaem, if they had not the power of doiiig so; 
nor would he have preached repentance imito 
everlasting life, if they who Ustened to his voice 
were already pre-ordained to attain it. In short, 
he could not have died for the sinsof all,'unles$ 
all could partake in the benefit of his precious 
death; and l^ow can they experience that 
favQur, who are destined uncontröulably to 
wickedness, without any chance or any means 
of being good?" 

" AU this is very well," replied the Captain ; 
*^ but how comes it, tfaen, that many are called 
' Elect,' and that theterm is usual in Scripture ; 
nay, it is sald, that ^ many are called, but few 
are chosen, or elect ?' " 

" Dr. Freeman gave you, I think, ä very 
true description of the Elect,'* said Alexander 
TrustwelJ, who had listened with great atten- 



THE SEA CAFTAIN. 341 

doli, and had before feit strongly indined ta 
jom in the discussion, " when he told you they 
were those who, throngh the merits of their 
Saviour, and the grace of God co-operating 
with their own imperfect yet sincere endeavours 
to serve him, were fulfilling, as far as they 
could, the law of Christ, and thus Vmaklng 
their call and election sure.' Now by the word 
callf in this place, can only be meant that ap- 
peal or invocation which the preaching of the 
gospel makes to all who are within the reach 
of its voice ; and by chasen, or elect, we may. 
understand those whom the Doctor just pointed 
out — those who, through &Jth and holiness, 
< press forward to the prize of the mark of their 
high calling in Christ Jesnss' " 

** But," rejoined the Captaiif, " is not this 
doctrine directly contrary to tha^ of the Churcb, 
which asserts a predestination unto etemal life ? 
Are you not, in advancing those principle^ 
swerving from those of the Establishment ?" 

•* AUow me to answer that question ;" said 
Dr. Freeman. " These sentiments are the.very 
spirit of our Church^and so ikr from being repug^ 
nant to her doctf in^/they are the only olear a&d' 
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true exposidon that can be given. In saying this, 
it is neither the intention of my friend Alexander, 
nor mysel^ to deny all and every kind of prer 
destination: but tben we must assert, that it 
consists only in the fore-knowledge of Qodt 
and is confined to principles, not to individuals; 
to societtes» and not to persona. Thus it wonld 
be derogatory to Hmit tbe Imowledge <^tbe AI- 
mighty to things past and present. The futore 
is equaliy open and clear to bim ; for in bis sight 
a thousand years arfe but as yesterdayj and one 
essential qoality of bis nature is, that be com- 
prehends in himself, wbat is expressed in bis 
name, Jehoyah, the past, present, and to come. 
Bnt will it, or can it be said, that this ^re- 
knowledge of God constrains, in the mipntest 
degree, the actions of man ? or, the predestin- 
ation of the rewards of . yirtue and pnnishment 
of vice compds maiddnd to. become either gOQjd 
or wicked ? Because I know that if you drink 
a laarge quantity of wine at one sitting, you will 
become intoxicated, does my foreknowledge of 
this compel you to tarn Bacchanalian ? Npw, 
if I have this foreknowledge,, which does not 
aet upon your free will,-:— I wha am an imperfect 
b^ng,— how much nione refined and tenuated 
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must it be in the higber order of mtelUgeDces ? 
and« extending the idea to the perfectioiiof the 
Almighty, it must^ pattake .of that perfectipn» 
which, SQ &r from destroying the freedom <3i 
our ac^omp ought ratherj as it heightens the 
idea of Crod, to incline us to perfarm that which 
we know to be good and'acceptable to hinu 
Bat consider that the Ahnighty has fixed 
irreversible rewards for virtuous dealings, änd 
unavaidable punishments for vidous practioes, 
and call that predestiiiation or election» and you 
solve a very complex and intricate difficuitjr. 
Heace they wbo practise virtue listen to the call 
of God, and are elected to eveiiasttng life, and 
made Sons of God ; whilst they ndio abandon 
themaelves to wickedness, and are deaf to the. 
cM of salvation, become reprobat^ and cbildren 
of p^rdition* And as goodness is predestined 
to obtain salvation throog^ the merits of Christ 
and the grace of God, and wickedness everlast- 
ing punishment ; so they who follow the one may 
be Said, from their practising it,to be predestined 
to life ; and they who, cleave to the other, may, 
in üke manner, be isald to be predestined to 
deattu" 
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'' Doctoiv'' seid Bfr. TrwstwtU,; <^ yoo have 
sueceeded bcjnond wfaat I coirid have conaeiveß, 
in proposiiig a plam «ad mantfast scdutioii ei a 
mot difficolt subjeet; a MlolH», in my View Qf 
diings, tbe most . oonsonant with die general 
scope of die Gospel, and the mercy of God ; 
two things, of which we eannot entertain sufiv- 
ciftnt vahie, inasmudi as Üiey contribute whdijr 
and scdely to our sfllvalaoii ; and I do tnist, my 
good friend," addressing btttiself to the Captain, 
f^tkat you wittitbink upon what theDoctcor faas 
sQggestedy and cahauly and dispassionately con- 
sider all that he has advanCed« If you do so with 
sincerity and without prejudke, I think you will 
soon be convinoed, that you have hithato enter- 
tained wrong sendmentSy and diat you will 
naturally be induced to adopt not^y othens 
which are true, but those which are best cai^- 
lated to agmiay your gri^ and give.you rational 
and well-grounded hopes of happiness here and 
hereafter.'^ 

<^ Captain," said.the Doctor with a serioas 
vehemence ; ^< let such a consid«ration of true 
religion engage your mind, and let the rational 
ideas which have now been proposed9 have tfaeir 
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dtre eSäet upon yoitr heart and underst^i^g; 
änd the result, I am convinced» will be^ to lead 
you to perman^it comfort: they must do tfais if 
you give Öiem ihm fiill scope ; for instead of a 
partial and unjust God into whidi your {»redeB- 
tiliation converts him, you will behold him a 
(Sfod of mercy, of long sufi^ing, of great kind<- 
ness; one that invites rather than threateDs; 
that eomforts rather thaa distresses, that exaltg 
mther than abas«s." — 

< Here the conversation was intemipted by a 
somewhat ludkrous circumstance ; Sor the Cvp- 
tain, who had marched undaimted up to the 
canncHi's mouth, and never shrunk firom the 
&ce of danger, much less from the ignition of 
tallow and cotton, had by some chance brought 
too near the rays of one of the candles his. head, 
which was * silvered o'er* — but not with age. 
Qn this feUowed a blowing up — not oi viHanous 
saltpetre, nor of Congreve rodcetsy— not of 
American torpedoes, nor magazines chargedwidi 
death and min — but of hair-powder ! The 
flame flickered and crackled, and yet burait on ; 
not quite so lambently, however, as the rays 
which licked the temples of the young liilu^. 
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No bodily nor icapital damage . wa» sofitained 
before the conflagradon was extii^ished ; yet 
it was not accomplished bdbre the whole et 
tfae capillary covering of the head wais iemo^«d 
from tts pkce, and tbe Captain's. bald pate hor^ 
rified tbe oompany. It was now for the fiist 
time discovered that he wore sk Wig ! About 
twenty years befinne, on bis retum Jrom the 
West Indies, he had been attaqked by a fever, 
which rendered it necessary for hhn to* bave 
his head shaved; and as at that thne he had a 
fine crop of hau*, he h^d it: oonverted Hito a 
W3g, which ,was so well a4)Ufited tp bis skuU, 
that no one could discoyer thie ^^ception. • 

The scream of the ladies^when they si^iw tbe 
flame storming the strang-hold, of the Ciqptam, 
was converted into to un$mpth^red tit^m*, afanost 
imounting to a hearty l«ugb» wh»i their eyes 
were able to penetrate half an^ indi neai^ his 
pia mater. It was rather a Indii^rous spec- 
tacle to See the son of N^une, who had never 
before Struck his colours^ however beset with 
odds, now, with all ima^able speed Ipwering 
bis main-top mast, and leaving his hig^ deck 
qaite dismanüed. The doctor änd Mr. Trust- 
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well maiiitained a tolerable share of gravi^; 
but Alexander, in Ins bnoyancy of hilarity» 
could not disguise his mirth. Casting a sign!- 
ficant glance at the young ladies, and one no 
less expressive at the Doctor, he pretended' to 
coÄuniserate the Captain's catastrophe, and was 
very busy in assisting him, or rather he was 
contriying that the bald head should be so seen, 
that Grall or Spurzheim might have had time 
to form their sage decision on his cranium; 
for, busding round him, this namesake of the 
Macedonian h^o overwhelmed him with con- 
tinued broadsides of commiseration, enquiriesi, 
and gratulations. 

'' Alas 1" Said the Man of Fate, '' hard is my 
lot. I never have possessed any tlung dear or 
valuable to me, which I have been careful to 
pres^rve, that has not been taken from me. 
To say nothing of those afiUctii^ evoats wliidi 
still distress and harass my mind, I.have twioe 
suffsted by the power of fire. Fiirst, diat noble 
prodttction of my brain, — that masterly oom- 
position, which is a desideratiun in the world of 
intelligence, was conunitted to the flames» and 
thus all my hope of literary renown perished« 
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And now, my w^, ^whidi has so long, heen 
fiüthfiil to its block, even when my arm was 
shot away, is sacrificed on tfae same shzine. 
Whatshallldo?' 

" Do ?' Said Alexander; " get anpther/* 

^^ Bat where ?" be gaculated ; ^^ and wbat 
must I do tili onother be made for me?" 

^^ Ladies,'' said Alexander, ^' this is a deli- 
cate question ; but 'you see the sad I^ght in 
which om* worthy friend is, have none of yott 
a — I dare not say a wig — have none of you 
a Substitute for hair, which you can l^d him ? 
Perhaps, Captain, my mother's turban, which is* 
much at your service, will do?" — and here he 
was making a movement, as if to lay hold on it. 

'* Alexander !" said bis sister, " you are pro- 
vokingly sarcastic." She endeavoured in saying 
this to assume a grave look, but in spite of the 
effi>rt, a sportiveness pe^ed though her d^nure- 
ness, like a gleam of sunshine irradiating a dark 
doud. ^^ There is an old wig, belonging to our 
iriaid the barrister, hung up in papa's doset," 
said she, *^ which will perhaps supply the 
Captain's present necessities." 

Away sprang Alexander, • and soon retumed 
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with the much-wanted ardcle, of which, how- 
ever ^* quantum dispar^ the captain was glad to 
avail himself. His grotesque figure, decked in 
the cap of knowledge, which belonged to a 
di&tant relation of Mr. Trustwell, an eminent 
barrister, who had casually left it at the last 
assizes, &iled not to keep alive the inspiration 
of Euphrosyne. It suited his head almost as 
well as the barber's basin fitted the sapless skull 
of the knight of La Mancha. 

** I think," said Alexander, in reply to the 
&talist, who was attributing his casn)Edty to the 
Parese, — " I think your misfortune this even- 
ing will be a eure for ypur ideas on Necessity, 
as you must be conymced there was no neces- 
sity for you to bum the outspinning of yonr 
head. And, I would ask, was it, think you, or- 
dained by the Fates, that you should have ai 
fever on your retum from Barbaidoes,«— that 
your head should in consequence be shaved, 
and that Mr. Spannose or Mr. Any-body-else 
should convert your hair into a wig, which said 
memorable wig was doomed to be bumt by tfae 
flamb'of a candle, predestined to be made by 
Mr. Widcet, and placed in the socket of that 
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euidiejstick, which candlestick was to be moved 
by yourself into the unlucky place, which was 
found to be too bot a neighbourhood for your 
head ? Besides, was it one of the dispensations 
of Fate or Necessity, that we should be Ignorant 
of that important knowledge, your wearing a 
wig» tili our eyesy by this fatal necessity» were 
compelled to be unwiUing witnesses of this 
woful sight? Bat if you think all this, in all 
its xninutiae, was &ted, I only can say I know 
that I was under no necessity to go und fetch 
this existing wig from the third peg of my 
father's closet, and act your v:alet upon this par- 
ticular occasion, except that I saw the sad ne- 
cessity of doing a christiaipL duty, ^ clothing the 
naked/ " 

*^ Captain !'* said the Doctor, extending bis 
haad to him, « my young feiend has ponveyed, 
in a lively'and sprightly manner, a serious 
lesson, by the principles of which you may 
account fbr any of the events which afflict you. 
Gttided by these^ you will see that every efiect 
proceeds from some cause, over which, in our- 
selves, in common maüters like these, we have 
a directing power r but that |s a poor excuse to 
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give for any thing which happens, — that it was 
necessitated to be ; when at the same time we 
know that it was in our owii power to prevent it. 
By divesting yourself of prejudice, and judging 
freely and rationally, you will see on what mean 
ofRces you employ the wisdom of Almighty 
Providence; and carrying your thoughts still 
higher^ you will conclude, that though nothing 
is beneath his care, he has left us the liberty 
of will and action." 
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What. a ,?urp.iising ^iw?toge," inffud. ^. 
yreeman to his Qpnitc^ ,,** do^ ;tbjf^xC3liyri9(iyto 
Religion possess over any i^^teoi o|[. ^t^giij^ iiar 
inpral jbpM^ wi^fclviKcJ^ow^ofi pr c«|y bring 
^-,S9?^PW^,y*^ %cq5!!tp«^4he5^^ 
indeed^ which ^09*^1116 shad^^w q£ gpoßi ^thjpglbtc^ 
come, there i^ iiothing as^an established-J^gp 
among all th^ wisdom of tbe ancients, whic^iif 
at all coix^>arabIe with it" v , .:-.?. 

^ Tbe adrantage," replied Mr»DeaQoii,<^^ii9 
my opinion, does not consist so mocb k^fftgii 
cept or doctxiiie; for tbe moral coipnaand^i^ 
die Hebrews» and tbe wise sayings and c^iniff^ 
of tbe beathe^ philosopfaers, cpntainv;alj|)^ 
eyery duty whlcji religion, in a practicalvi^m 
xtequires to be performed." 4) ,^« 

, '^ How comes it, tben," contiaued tbe Do^^ 
*^ tbat th9se wise s^yings and .Qpvuonsi ygj^g^ 
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utiiVersally received ? '• for, excepltng the Mbsaic 
Law amongst the Hebrews, thctte wasnQ fi|[6d 
Code of: BuxraU^ ki aay natk»!) aocessiblie or 
practised by the whole Community. The coi^' 
diisions of philosopfaers were too recondite for 
the understanding, if not for the adoption of 
the people in general; and however excellent 
diese are in Üiemselves, they never obtained 
^at universal acdeptation, which the principles 
of Christianity possess.*' 

« This arises,** replied Mr. Deaeon, '* I 
fioppose^ from the want of power to give sanc- 
tion or Obligation to them, in the persons wh6 
advanced thi^n. Ajid although the Grecian 
sages, eaeh in his respective school, might ih» 
culcate, and require his docti^ines to be ob» 
served among his followers aiid heärers, they 
lüid no meahs of power or persuasion to enforöe 
them as a generid Standard. Hence, what a 
eontmriety and clashing'of seniimtots and opi- 
nions we find among theni! In later times, 
kdwever, tUere has been found one exoeption 
to this in the person of Mahomet ; but how ? 
I wotdd ask, and by what means ? The fiirce 
€»f amis and the energy of conquest, combfaied 
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with the peculiaiity of the times in wfaach he 
af^peared, ea;acted obedience to his dogmasi, 
yriÜL an kiflu^ioe ifi4uch operotes evea^ ta dbis 
day." 

^^ Yes," intemipted the Doctor» ^* bnt eon«» 
iXBst this with the Christian dispeasarion, and 
how does the advantage . rest with üb ? As 
fiur as heavenly thuoqgs excel eaithly, sa&r doefe 
the religion of Christ excel that of the eastam 
ünpostor ! Ours is a religioQ mild, inQlfeasiv% 
benevolent» charitahle, and calculated fi>r every 
rank, Situation, and people; and its propagflt- 
tiqn was not by the power of . worldly wisdom, 
nor the chsh <^arms ; neitber by dabotate ratio^ 
cinatioh nor temporal power, but by appareottf 
Immble and ins^nificant meansi What then 
18 it, whiek gives it such a sanction? Iti 
auth<»r, Grod, in the union o£, his twdEM 
character, was both aUe to im^Nress np<»L it 
its sancticm, and found it upon a basis, agatnst 
which, ^ not even the gatfs of hellshallprevaä;? 
tot thottgh ^ he4Ten and eärth shall pass away ;sf 
this dhall never fdä^ — ihis diall neVer.be lost! 
Admirable, infimtdiy admirable is that BystBxk 
jf^i reUgton wiiieh acknowle^ies fbr ks :ftiiindfe9r 
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a. divine gaide in our own na£ure, who^ ah fae 
WM ^a man Df serrows aad. ac^uaintöl willi 
gr&^' knöi^s how 1x> com^assionate cur äffie^ 
tions and pity our infirmities ; aod who, as &e 
is the * King <rf Qlory and the Prince of Peace,* 
19 Me and vilfii^ to assist our neees^ities^ 
s^ply oür wahts^ and comfort us with bis h^ 
and succölir. Uniting' the two natüres of d^vini 
and hiunaxiy as cfne he gave the obligali<H^ sänA 
sanetsoh to Ms laws ; and as die other, he best 
khew what was most suitable for those for whoBl 
diese laws were enacted. Hence it is^ ikak 
every Situation of Ufe finds a proportsonatä 
supplyofheavenlyfavour and protection. Heneid 
it is, that they who joy may joy in truth ; and 
they who suffer aflliction may find reliej^ and a 
very * present help in trouble.' How encoii-< 
raging is this reflection to Christians, particu* 
larly to those who are beset with difiiculties, 
to look up to their Lawgiver, and fix their hope 
upon him, ^ who was made perfect throi^h su& 
ferings !' " 

** Aye," sftid Mr. Deacon, taking tip the 
BiAject, ^^ how many feel this sweet assuranoei 
and what a refined vie^^ — yi^\A A steadfast 
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oonfidence the Royal Psabsu$t entertauied in 
this * Rock ^f Ag«s,' m Um ^ Denre of Na- 
tions I' His example is a poweffnl äne for 
aQ to emulate. You cao «caroely reädone of 
his sublime productions without esteeming^ t|ie 
man who composed them, and revereiicing tbe 
God to whom those compositions are addreissea» 
It was but last evening I was dweÜing witii 
delight on this partioilar ^ubject^ and emptöy- 
ing myself in paraphrasing some of the F^sama; 
and here," said he, taking a papeir out*oi ms 
pocket, — ^^ here is the rough copy of th^'mree 
first Verses of the twenty-seventh, which I have 
tumed into verse. " " o> 



Grod is my li^ht, my soiil to cHeer, 
Whom then shall I have cause to fear? 
God sends salvadon from above, . 
What terron then my heait can move? 
My Iife, supported l^ hli arm» 
No feacB molett» no foet alarm. 



1 



When sin and guilt their powers combinedy 
And vengeance to my soul desi^ed, 
Leagu^ with my foeer, theyiiirioos stbod, 
]^i|per fbr prey, i^tem on idood, i 
Yet God thdr maditiess did icbntroul, . 
And hrOlight salvatän to my soul. 



*^ 
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Tho' gathering hosts against me rage, 
God siraH the angry Storni assuage, ^~' 

And tbo* on ine war's terrors buret» - " 
^ ' . In Ood is pla^.my steadßtft trust ; . 
Ifor when supported l)y his amiy 
No fear« can mehre, no foes alarm." 

IrleTß a note was bröught in from Mr. Stanley, 
^questing that the Doctor or his Curate wöuici, 
9n the morrow^ con^e and baptizehis child: t&e 
•etcuse for this was not alleged; the request 
only was made. ' The answer retumed was 

.BD^rely that the Doctor should call oh Mr. 

<■ <' . . . • " -' •»,-.. 

Sta^ey at the appointed time* 

" Deacon«" said the Doctor, " there is li 
growii^ shyness or indifierence to baptisiii» 
which calls for the exertion of the mihistry i.o 
correct, as it is without doubt prevaillng among 
the fickle and unstable; I am much at a loss 
to account for this inconsistency, why this first 
priAciple of Christianiiy, this institutioa which 
is as necessary to salvätiön as breath to the 
life of man, should become a stumbling-block, 
or matter of iiidifference, to any who Kope for 
redempjtion by the merit of Jesus Q^rist I 
have thought tnuch about it; and^lhejmore I 
reflect upon it, of the greater impor^iice does 
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it appear to me. We must deyfae some plan 
for correcting this prevailing error, and let us 
take every opportunity of practically inv^hing 
against it; indeed, let it be understood in foture 
that in no case, excepting in that of actual 
iianger, sball baptism be privately administered. 
If the parents will undertake to say, they oon- 
sider their children's lives in danger, let the 
request, in such instances, be complied with; 
but in no other case whateyer/' 

On the following moming Dr. Freeman was 
conducted, by a female servant, to Mr. Stanley's 
counting-room, and by him taken to tlie room 
trhere his wife was sittmg; and as he led him 
into it — " Doctor," said he, " we have taken 
the liberty of sending for you to baptize dUr 
chOd ; not that the child is ül, but Mrs. Stanley 
was anxious to have it named to spare us the 
trouble of going to the Churoh,* and'as it is 
much the same whether it be done kere or 
there, we thought it best to avoid the mcon- 
venience of getting people to stand as Sponsors." 

« Sir," said the Doctor, ♦* I suspected there 
might be some motive c^ this kind which' in* 
dueed you lo send iajr me. I adhnsre yomr 



amdonr; buty at the same time, I mu^t beg to 
be equally &ee in my observadons. So tben» it 
seems, I am sent for merely lo suit your con-' 
y«aience, and not from any convictioD of die 
ixoportance of baptism. Now this is what I 
depnicate. That » minister of tüs « any 
parish shoiild at all times be ready ^ in 
aeason and out of season' to attend to the 
i^pixkual waatsof his flock, I hold to be a mo$t 
indispensable daty; bat that bis readiness lo 
perfenfii dtis duty ^ould expose; him to be aent 
for as a matter of convemence to any (me, is by 
np means to be tol^ated. If such be yonr 
atotiYäs, you ^ill excuse me, Sir, wben I aay 
thät either your notions on ihß efficacy of 
bepti$m are perrer^ or you have no notions 
at all respecting it In ekher case, I must ea^ 
deavour to set you right" 

** Sir/ ^ repUed Mr. Stanley, ^^ I was baptized 
in the Church, and so were my fore&thers« 
Why we w^re so, when cfaildr^i, I never could 
dearly or satis&ctorily .understand, except that 
we inight have our registers dnly entered, as to 
oor |ig^, which might at soitie time or anothef 
be of Service to us* I cannot see the use ot 
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cpr scMiiethu^ wors<^.|s lh6^fl0|fll?im^4iifi9diqiAft 
thea h appeiN^ tbi|t .|j^ #i^ ^m^iSüimlkiff 

bft Qltei«d by ^Qt»,, wfaou J^ei^rs iJhe .flUmi^Bm 
Maie4 Was H üf^.smsik^A <)avvwwi.fFiX|yi|yk 
otye^'ii».* this ^b^;d>e^^i{i<mr i^pme/iaUbäiar 

lukTf» . w4md jfqor best ke&aig^iQi be Jkvd «iteflite 

enrpE, : . You have been .made an^imkniiiMi (£ 
sCDEoe ofie 9i^b9r by. hk g\9»^Q{ $tmci4li)i bas 

■ 

nmit. , You baye^ imbibed. tbe ««M^i^^lteiftili) 
opilMfOSof a sfi^eW wJW^b i%Va«qfWOWIiftif«b 
and land to makt^pf9i^Eigii^\nftuUtßi*9fi^^ 
cxhqrt. ypiv tp tl^^/|f|rwwlj!bb^>p«> ypW fi»^ 
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Doctor mly as the di)lälAgr^1fP>iimr=^dlli|!^ 

tifiaÄffinhkßs^v/m^B derteArsdinetUii^ aboilt IMf 

fti^ma^ BsrntHiXit. TliW4mhähii»meM Mim 
lf»^ne^fcI«>edill striktog eoiösist wit^^ 

itfAf^lcK)röu4ti ihe «ihie^sfiMt,^- ' ^' -^^ *- '^ 
infent baptism; and for thia reason: iiififlti' 
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cnanU oompreb^id Ihe vows wlndi aie re- 
^uired in the ohservaaoe of this rite; they can^- 
AOt undwvtand any thing about it ; and there- 
£ir€ is it not quite absurd, and a mockery, to 
perform it upon them ?" 

^* No, Sir ; it is neitber absurd nor a mockery; 
und I hope you will be conyinced of this, wben 
I h&ve. expbined la you, wbat I charitdily tbüdc 
you do not yet undorsftand, — the nature of bepi- 
ti$m» The Jeiwish System ofrdigion was founded 
by God himself, and was adapted, both fbr pre» 
:vention and practice, to the State, dispositioii, 
and nature of the Hebrews, It was only * a 
flhadow of good things to come.' AU its ordi- 
mnces conveyed some type of that perfect law 
vbich was to be given &r the adoption of all 
maokind. Without, however, noticing other 
types and 6gures, .1 will confine my observaticms 
|Q that which was a shadow of Christiaii'bap^ 
tism, the rite of circnmcision. Now this rite 
W 00 imposed upon male in&nts at the age of 
eight days : and this by the express command 
of the Ahuighty him$el^ as a token of ad« 
mission into the coyenant of merc^ and &voiHr 
«Atimd intP b^tween -God and tijie Jews. U 
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w«3 not only ibe mark by wych'^they 
^s^tinguisbed firom otber usAioas whieh ksiew 
not Grod» bat a» ea<mast of their paiticipation 
<0T «bare ia all the benefits of tbe Mosaic law 
and Jewish Constitution. In like maxmer, then» 
ChristittQ Baptlsm was ordained by the same 
Almighty Fomr, as a more pmfect rite, by 
which we are admitted intb that covenant • o£ 
gvace, mercy, and redemption, which th€ 

• 

Saviottr of mankind sealed with his blood. And 
as k was the oompletion of that type, which 
Jewish ciroumcisiaon exhibited, so does it cokund^ 
with ic in all respectsasi^BSSubirtaliee canoar* 
Ees|K>iid with shadow, or things spiritoal agree 
with thbigs hiunan. Now there iis no need, 
«or can any reason be given, why in thiiigs 
that required no change, any alteration should 
be made. It was not necessary, therefere, ihat 
the tiitie ordained for the observance of each 
rite should mateidally diffisr. And if we oonsttk 
die analogy' which may be drawii between oAef 
Jewish types which have received their aeconif* 
plifihment in Christian crdinances, we shall find 
ample reason to wanrant this^ condusibn. I 
will merely instanee the elo^ siihüarity e^ii^^ 
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between tbe Jewisii Pänover and the 
SbwniraeBt of the Loitfs Sopper, particularlyas 
tx> * time and caüfle« The jnstittttion öf eaoh 
eomspand» very dkody. Qae, the night be&l^ 
die deKveranoe of the Jews &cm Egypöan 
bendage; the other, before the salvation of 
«um was accomplished from the dominion of 
«öd and deathi And the jrbason why these 
opdinonces are to be obserred» »is» as well-foy 
thankfid remembrance, as a means of am- 
tiauing those beüefits. By die same analog; 
Saptism and Circiuncision bear a dos^ affini^ 
W one another, ki respect of tune and caüs^ 
il ijoioBt also be remembered th^ God deci^eed 
ör ovdained them both ; the first for the Jem 
Sfllely and exclusively, the other for all man«- 
Idnd." 

. « But, Sr," Said Mr. Waterfbrd, « yonr 
argument Vequires some stronger proof thai 
what you now advance; your defence of infiait 
bf^tism rests '. upon an imsubstahtial foundadpi 
i^ it. bas no better comerHstbne for its basis iban 
typts and shadows«* I am of opinicxi, that t}iey 
are rather to be ^efendedhytheir snbstanc^^ 
tiiaii their'JStt^teinces hy 4bemJ' ._ - '^'^'} 
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rsi<.i,beg yoür pardott^'* iiisplied th^I>e»oi^r^ 
^ in making the rite of eirdumcision one gtoCDid 
of my defence, I pnly use a method ö( orgvh 
ment adopted by die Apostles themselves, who 
thought it wordiy of their reasoiiing. I see nd 
reason why we should think ourselves wiset 
thafi they who ivere guided by the spirit df 
Inspiration, and better qadified to adom tli^ 
Christian doctrinewith tnxth ahd wisfdoisi: chte 
Position, therefbre, I contend, is stfeong and väKd^* 
iind fhe analbjgy po'v^erful and convincihg.'^ * -' ' 

** Yet, Sir, you never read in Sdriptüre^ which 
t§ our authoiity, that cbildren were'brbttgfat^t6 M 
baptized, asin ybur Church | on the ecHStM^^ 
that we read of ikrere upgröwh tAen and WckUf^il^ 

«« You «a^r read,"' Wplied the R^ctrs^ «^iÄÄ 
children were nai baptized, or that they ever w%ti 
exchided from this rite: and thi& is certaMy 
ehtitled to as much aüthori^ as youi* dbaet^i^ 
ticm. . But I mü go fiurther, and isäiy, Üistt i£Wb 
have not positive, we have indirect etidel^^^fel* 
idfittitibaptiBm; and we have better reasiftis^i^ 
ääVänee for i€, than yöu have against il.F '/B^t 
fii^' ins(tMice, thien, whidi^r tito 

which our.blessed Lbrdlumstilf gÄve J«4' Shifi^ 



566 BOlflCIUARY VISITS* 

tradve ss iVeH of hb ^ «ffiMsCion for, as hil» cäre 
oyer diädren^' In tliis^ ycHi see tke Lamb of 
God, m ^e discharge of his meditttbrial duty^ 
taking up in his arms yoting^hflcb^, laying bis 
hands lipon tk«n, and bksinng diem. No# 
your obgection to the inability of babes to ba 
admitted by baptism into the Christian oovenant, 
vould iqpply as much to this lovely action of 
the Sa^ur as to our fonn of baptism. Her^ 
then at least is one instance which giVes sanction 
to the act of Messing babes^ and perferming 
lipon them that which they cannot compreh^id. 
But there is another reason why baptism shonld 
be perfimned an infiuits» rather than on adnlts ; 
which is this : We are aU, by reason of Ihe sm 
of our first pa^eots^ called ^ original siit|' subject 
to Sin anddeath) for the ^ wages of bin is dealh/ 
but by the merits and sufiferings of our great 
High Priest, we aare admitted into a State of 
fecondliatioii witli God» / whose gift is everbsfe*^ 
91g lilb)' and pnt into a way of obtaining it, mnok 
Christ is beeome ^ the author of Sslvatioii t^ 
eveory one that bdieveth.' As ther^re^ er^m 
brfece our bkth^ i^e are subject to the oondeimi* 
atftMi of God, and as through the medialkm of 
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tbe Saviour that c(xidemnatu»i is obviaied by 
our admission into bis covenant and the fellow^ 
ship of grace ; so ought it to be our aim, to atail 
ourselves of that means of life^ as soon as we ai^ 
borü into the world. Again, as that grace or 
fiiYOur is given to us soldj for the merits of 
Christ, and without any desert on our part, it is 
given to the inlant, who understands it not, as 
truly and as ]perfectly as to the adult who itdly 
compiehends it : for in both cases, it is only a 
means, a necessary means of salvation, and no« 
the absolute ensuranoe of it. Sorely, then, < üae 
danger is great' in those who n^lect the per« 
finrmance of a rite whidi confers upon us such 
inestimable hlessings.'^ 

' ^^ Do you mean to assert, then,'' enquired th€^ 
Baptist, ^^ that a person djdng without baptism 
is excluded l&om the mercies of God?" 
' ^^ I will not take upon mysdf the Office of 
die.JÜmighty^ to judge any -on^'* replied ih» 
DoctTor, ^VHiere are sins of (nnission as wd{ 
as eommission; and though I dare hßi asseft' 
that a child dying without baptism is condemned^» 
yet I will affirm, that they who have n^lectied 
to. fairiüg it to tl|e Christiaa fönt are haaaMUng a- 
dai'iger, from which I should shrink with appre-» 
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hension. On them, not on the in&nt^ rests the 
cUoiger of condenmation/' 

** Be this BS it may, how do you aceount 
fer the £act which I advanced before,'' asked 
Mr« Waterferd, ^< that all those who were bap» 
tized by the Apostles were adtüts ?" 

'* By thb sunplereason," replied the Doctor* 
^*. How could any person be baptized to Chris- 
tianity before he became a convert to it? 
Now itisnot only evident, but incontrovertible, 
that baptism was the first step resorted to after 
Gonversion to the faith of the Saviour: and 
there is no instance of its ever being delayed. 
It was by the Apostles perfonned always in 
the very beginning of the Christian course: 
they looked upon it as necessary to regener- 
ation, and therefore did not procrastinate its 
Performance." 

^^ But they who were baptized were able to 
an^wer for themselves," continued Mr. Water- 
ford; '^ that is, they were adults; they ooiild 
comprehend the true force of it, and take a 
liyely part and interest in it." 

** They were so," rejoined the Doctor; ** bot 
they weie also ^ babes in Christ,' as St. James 
observes ; and in this sense we are to oonsider 



DOMJCILIiKliY VISIT». ^69 

tHem.;. but in öur days the case is wide}y-di£>> 
ferent. The Gpspdrtiiimig^ of Salydticm^ V^ 
<^Uy b^niüng to be pubHshed : ite conTerts 
and \disciples cöuld only, therefpre, betho^ 
whb could judge for. the^sebres. None otb«re 
could receive baptjusoi ; "ivhich, I must repeat, 
was p^wayB tl;ie first Step after they abjnted 
tlieir ibrmer errors. But in a; Christian land, 
in jnrhich all whp are.bom, are bom to the;ia>^> 
strudition of Chnstianit^ and in wliich the first 
breathoflife must be the first breatbp(f-^)^.> 
Christian course» it is necessary that this admis-^ > 
sioii mto the dispensation of love and met^ \ 
s^uld be at the very beginning of life, that is, ' 
in in&ncy. Another instanee has just Struck 
me» When Paul and Silas baptized the keqpel* 
of the prison at Derbe, they not only bi^tized 
Af m, but all that belonged to him. In like man- 
ner, Lydia and all her house were bapd^ed« 
Kpw, if whole &niilies were admitted into thalt 
ritie, at tKe yery beginning of their conversion, . 
as an earhest of their r^eneration and sinceritjr ; 
— is it not likely, is it not rational to si^ipose^ 
that tbere would be persons of all ages, and that 
some. of these persons would be chädsren;^ 

■f. -:*■■" ' • ■. • • 
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Indeed, as diere is no injimctioii agBinst th« 
'admiasionof In&ats, is it Bot s^Äroog ärgumeBt 
in fiivoarctTit? oCherwise^woiilid not säxaepvobk' 
bition faave been giYW ? Again, as dns pitvres 
that the prOselytes to Christiaiiitj were baptised 
in Order to be admitted into its Privileges and 
bles&ings» without any r^ard to age or sex, and 
diis, without deky; it is a fidr infeimice to com*- 
düde, that those who are boni. ia a ChiistioB 
coontry must, in confonni^ "with this primittre 
and apostolic pnicüce be. baptized in in&ncy. 
How eise could the words o£ the Savioiir, that 
all nadons should be baptized in bis name, faave 
thdr fuU effeet and cömpletion ? for^ as by far 
the greater nunber of mortak die in in&ncjr, 
•the admission into the C3ivistian oorenant by 
means of b^ptism, without whidi ^ thca-e \$ kip 
Immission of sins,' vouldbeconfinedtoonepart 
of mimkind, and tbattbe smallw piart öf ibe 
Chriatian World, whidb in ksdf impUes a contra- 
didtion. Astothesprinklingof iniantsinsteadof 
hmn«»sion, we wiU not dispute mudh about that 
K anyone desire immersion, o«x Churdi.will 
notreliiseit f and our iFonts were originaUy madf 
ivtffi edou^ for the purpose; Tbe difiereMe 
of climate between thb eountry and Judea is a 
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waSSkxaesA veason for »eglecting immevsKm and 
usiog onfy tba spidnklingof water. Besides we 
leam fiKim tfae Scriptiures» diä/fe spiinUibg^ was 
tlie ancieiit foim of ablutjon, &t cleansrng, or 
aspiaäAg. You «reas well aware as I am, Mr« 
Watsrfixnd, of die constitutional danger of im« 
mersieii, as there is one of your followers now 
in a dying stftle, in consequence of a eoid. caugbt 
from being dipped* 

^< There is one thing mote, I would advaxice 
on tbis sulject. In order to obviate the incon- 
veniency of theinability of children^ ourChttrch^ 
in imitation of the printttive custom, requires 
that Gertain persons, called Sponsors, should 
än&w6F in ihe name of the cbHd for the per- 
fbi^ftuöice of those vows required in baptism, 
Bütil th^ come to years of discretipn to am^w^ 
for themselves; and as they pr<»nise to take 
cate that'üioae children should be brought up 
to lead ^ a godly life,' and be instruoted in those 
göödly forms of faith which are necessary for ä 
Christian * to know and believe for his souFs 
heflith,' the Performance n^cessarily becolnes oh 
dusm-a twö-fold duty. And as Sponsors ai^ only 
m^uired' td do this.i» c^se of any negleci o^ 
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any casualty of parents^ and as tliis is a servioe 
required of them by the Chnrch in'the name of 
God, they are called Godfatkers sjod Godsnothen ; 
from which it is evident that parents can by nd 
means be proper persons to undertake that 
office, since they are akeady bound by the lies 
of a£fection to peiform this duty, and Sponsors 
are only called upcm to act in case of their in- 
ability. Did time permit I could enlarge on 
these pointsy but I hope I have said enoogh, 
Mr. Stanley, to change your sentiments on this 
important subject" 

" Dr. Freeman," said Mr. Stanley, " I re- 
gtet we should have oecasioned you any trouble 
upcm this occasicm ; but sinoe it appears that you 
are not justified in complying with our requQst, 
we cannot press it further" — and here the 
matter ended. 

Whilst the Doctor 3999s teaching and exhort- 
ing in the house of Mr. Stanley, his worthy co- 
adjutOT had been witnessing an interesting soene 
in another part of the town. He had called . 
upon a widow lady who resided not iar from 
bis lodgings, with whom he had, on former 00- 
casions, enjoyed many a pleasant hour* * She 
was at present suffering under a severe indispo- 
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gition, brought on by a complication of causes ; 
and she was therefore glad to see Mr. Deacon, 
who bore a strong resemblaace to her dear and 
only son, who chanced at this time to be absent 
not only from his home, but from his country. 
Her husband's brother, who had been ahnost 
half a Century resident m Jamaica, and who had 
in that time amassed property to a considerable 
amount, had lately died and left the whdle of it 
to his brother's children, as some atonement for 
the injustice and neglect with which he had 
formerly treated his worthy, but less fortunate 
brother, who had been called h^ice a few years 
before, leaving a widow and two chUdren, with 
litde more than the memory of his virtues to Sup- 
port them. The son, indeed, a few years older 
than his sister, had been some litde time called 
to the Bar, and whose talents in the law no less 
recommended him to public patronage than his 
virtues as a man conciliated to him esteem and 
reputatidn. He had been several years be- 
trothed to Marian Hargrave, an amiable young 
lady, orphan of a respectable but poor clergy- 
man, who, since her mother's death, had been 
residing with a distant relatjon in the neigh- 

B B 3. 
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bourhood of the town. In the absenee of Mr; 
fiUstace she had come to spend a Aort time 
with his moth^r and sister, whom she hoped 
^ne day to call by the same endearing tides. 
Her Visit had been producdve of so mudi plea^ 
sure and satisfiictioh, diai it was protracted 
from time to time, and was at lengtfa intended 
to be terminated a few days before his retom. 
His ietters, which had been not unfreqncaot^ 
tended greatly to tranquilUze thefar spirits, fitf 
they were written in a che^ful style, whidi 
breathed only of future happiness and pleasing 
anticipations, attempered and regulated by ä 
rational sense and feeling of reljgiiMi. Indeed 
nothing could more tnily evince the hesvcnly 
.<^irit and ameliorating tendency of Rdigion 
over the faedrt of man, nnder all circnrasianoes 
of li%, than the demeanor of this family« Wh<n 
adversity threatened, th^ were steadiast and 
^thiiil ; when sickness afflicted, they were oahn 
and resigned ; when distress assaUed, they wefe 
ti anquil, as those who have a hope ; and, above 
all, when unlooked-for wealth was showered 
upon them, they were hmnUe, gratefiil, and m* 
fei^ed Christians. And now, when the4I^, 
the comfbrt, the support of their family-circle 



BOUICIUAKY VISitSw 375 

WAS abseat in a distant and unbeelthy clime, 
dieir hopa was in God, and their whcde depoit^ 
iiKent diowed, by its even tenor, in whom they 
traated^ Rdigion was the hidcyon of their life^ 
oiie^'fiilness dbe inmate o£ their dw^lliagy and 
peace the sunshine of their breast. They were 
superior to the frailties and passions of the 
World, but they despised not its proper enjoy- 
ments and advantages : they mixed not with the 
frivolous, but they courted the esteem and So- 
ciety of the rational and well-informed. No 
wonder thal one of Mr. Deacon'3 mind de- 
rived satisfaction from the society of such a 
fiunily ; for though it is sweet to paint the love- 
liness of virtue, it is more delightful to witness 
its effect 

He had caJlled this morning to make en- 
quiries after the health of the fiunily, and to 
read to Mrs. Eustace, who always derived com- 
fort and support from bis society. On being 
introduced into the apartment where the young 
ladies were sittiii^ Miss Hargrave immediately 
called upon him for the fblfilment of a promise 
he had long made to write something in her 
album.. ^^ And h/^e^ Mr. Deacpo," said she, 

B B 4 



376 DOMICIUARY VISITS. 

'^ here the hock lies open ready to reoehre your 
contribution, which, ^ however small, will be 
gratefiilly received.' " As he was fiilLy pr^Hured 
for thedemand, he immediately sat down and 
wrote the foUowing lines, in imitation of Walter 
Scott : — 

For me, oh, World ! no chaplet weave ; 
Thy frowns I fear not, nor belieye 
Thy wanton smiles, and summer glow 
Deceptive as retiring snow : 
For me, thy grandeuPs all too high. 
And danger lurks its steps too nigh : 
Then not for me thy chaplet weave ; 
For all thy pleasures but deceive. 

Let Beauty, with its eye of fire, 
With madd'ning love the gay mspire, 
Let War in panoply arrayed 
Unsheath the chieftain's ready blade ; 
Let Glory rear its plumed crest. 
And dazzle with its glittering vest ; 
Yet not for me thy chi^let weare, 
Thy smiles are false — Uiy hopes deceiye. 

Let the fiill cup of Pleasure teem 
With draughts from fair Calypso's stream, 
Which shrouds the soul's immortal flame 
Beneath the bnite's Jegraded frame; 
Tho' fidr the floVra that here entice, 
All, all too costly is the price ; 
Such chaplet, therefore, do not weave, 
The flow'rs decay — the draughts deceive ! 
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Nor weare for me AmbidoD's wreath, 
It is the bloody meed of death ; 
Asp-like, foul murder nestles there, 
Entwined with folds of grim despair ! 
And, oh ! weave not the wreatb that Innds 
The brows of sordid, seliish minds ; 
Like these entwine no wreaths for me, 
They show too much, oh, World, of thee ! 

Nor the bright wreath of Riches twine, 

Dug from Golconda's purest mine ; 

Nor dazzling stones, that proudly gern 

An empire's envied diadem. 

No ; twine for me the Christian*s crown, 

Be virtue still my best renown. 

And let the wreath that decks my brow, 

From pure Religion's branches grow. 

Mr. Deacon had scarcely finished reading 
these lines before the newspaper was brought 
in by the postman. He took it up with the 
intent of reading to the ladies such p^rts as 
might be most interesting. Under äie head 
of Ship News, was an account of the loss of 
a vessel homeward boimd from Jamaica, which 
had been wrecked, on the coast of ComwalL 
and in which every soul had perished. Among 
these, it was said, there was a gendeman of the 
name of E. W. E., who was returning from 
Jamaika, .whither he had been to take pos- 
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Session of h borge propefty left hiiii by an 
uncle. There was something in this account 
so striking, and bearing so close a resemblance 
to Mr. Eustace, that little doubt coiüd be 
entertained but that the delight of his &mily, 
the amiable and acoompludied lover of Miss 
Hargrave, was no more. The fonner part of 
the Paragraph was read alood, but before Mr. 
Deacon reacfaed the conclasion of it, his voice 
faltered, and the paper feil from his hands. 
In dreadM alarm and fearfiü presentiment, 
the two young ladies gazed upon him. Terror 
had sealed their lips. 

Mr. Deacon soon recovered himseli^ and the 
tear which stole from his eye in£cated retum- 
mg deninbility, and a weighty cause ibr grief. 
** My dear friends,*' he said, « this life is in- 
deed a chequered scene ; pain is lurking under 
the shadow of pleasure, and affliction nesdes 
limder tfie wings of enjoyment. Hope not fot 
perfect happiness in this world ; rather prepare 
yourselves to hear of misfortune. Pray to God 
diat you may leam how to bear afflictions/' 

^ Oh^ teil US, teil us," was the urgent 
request; ** teil us what has happened? For 
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Heaven's sake keep es Jiot in suspOMe^ Wbai 
eenl hMe jre to enconnter ?* 

^^ My dear, dear friends,'^. said the Ciirate^ 
^^ mibe is a poinfiil task, miDe is an unwelcome 
offlce. I fear to relate^ *-^.and.3ret ymi must be 
madie acquamted with it. My tongQß falterr:^^ 
bot be oalni, be coniposed, be tranquil, and I wili 
rdnte the dlreadfiil tidtngs. Yoüt brother — ^'-^ 

"^ Whät of my brdther?' intermpted Misf 
{kusface : '^ Oh I kül me not by saying that he 
has suflfered any thing.'* , 

. ** . Your brother,'' he resumed, " has, I fear, 
been lost in his passage homeward !" 
. '' Oh, God !" biust from the Ups of the 
friends, as speechless with^ astonishment, and 
sCatue-like with grie^ they sunk bodkward on 
litt sofiu 

^ Graeious Heaven," ejaculated Mr.Deaoon^ 
^^ impart thy. strength to aid me in this trying 
hour, that 1 may be the humble instnunent of 
pouring the bahn of consolation into tbose 
heaits ihus swelled with gri«^ and agonized 
wxdi affliotioD." . He diirst not alann. thie 
foniiy, ksKi the Jiews ihpuld reaefa the mother^ 
and pime too much fer her feeble fime« 
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Such remedies as were within his reach he 
applied, and retuming animation gave him en- 
Gouragement to proceed. 

^^ Oh, God ! righteous art thon m all thy 
ways : thou triest us to prove us," said the 
afflicted sister, and the big flood of tears 
relieved her stni^^ing heart. '^ My brother, 
my dear brother ! art thou gone ? Oh, my 
poor mether ! how will she bear this ? Maiian, 
my dear firiend, my dearest Marian, speak 
to me !" 

A deep groan was the only reply, accompa^ 
niedwithalookof bitterestanguish. Atlength 
tfarowing her arms romid the neck of her fiiend, 
^e burst into tears. 

With the tenderest sympathy Mr. Deacon 
stood by, watching the emotions and sufiering 
of the friends. He knew it was vain at present 
to interfere ; for, like a torrent that has burst 
its bounds, grief will have its course. He 
stood like a pitying angel, and though his own 
sorrow was acute, he feit for them, and th^n 
he wished to succour. At tength he said, 
f' My dear creatures, afflict not thus your- 
selves ! Renember you are Christiaiis ; that 
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your hopes are not limited ta this world, for 
here you are strangeris and sojoumers, who are ' 
seeking a better country, even a heaveidy one ! 
I know it is hard, nay. impossible, ta resist the 
Workings of hature and afFection; but yet it is 
our duty to moderate and keep them within 
due limits. Your grief has bad its vent, and 
you have submitted to the impulse of. your 
Qfiture ; let reason resume her throne, and let 
religion pour out for you its hom of salvation, 
and open for you its refiige. Whilst I admire 
your aflfection, and sympathize with your 
sorrow, (for we have all lost a tender brother, 
a fiiithful fiiendy and an endearing companion,) 
I would still remind you that a serious and 
weighty duty demands your care. You have 
hitherto feit for yourselves, you must now 
devise some means to break this dreadfiü in- 
telligence to your mother, Alas ! how shall 
we comfort her ? But why shall we doubt ? 
Our God is gracious : — he will not always be 
astgry ; for .with the affliction he will send the 
means of succour to sustain us in the trial ; and 
he has given us many instances to encourage 
oor hppe, aad strengthen, our &ith in. hioi; 
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ReooHect the Rojai Psalmist; andnowsmce he 
wbo ig dear to us cannot be ghran back to itf 
on earth, let ns endeavour to eonscde ourselTea 
in the way that he did, and say, ^ Whes^ore 
shavid we weep» we caimat biing bim hadc 
again; we shall go tx> hiniy bot he shall not 
jretnm to us?' Let us moTe fervendy put our 
tmst in God, and he will send us down ther 
oomfort of bis Holy Spirit to soodie our grief 
and allay our sorrows. My only ooncem is, 
how we may best coiivey this a£9iotnig news 
ta youT mother. Who wfll undertake the 
Office?' 

^ I will P'-^said a Toice that trembled with 
emotion« It was ihe.voice of Eustace himsel^ 
who sprang (arweixd and chuped to bis heait 
in an ecstacy c£ overflowing joy those dear and 
astonished beings who so lately were bew«ling 
bis deatfay and lamenting bis loss. 

After the fint burst of overwhelmng suiprise 
had passed, and something like reason had 
ancceeded, for escess of joy is as dangerous aa 
ezcess of sorrow, the lost-one enquired whal 
ms'the message ivhicb they wiidied' to be con- 
v«fad to bis mother. ** And wkere is sh^9^ 
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sfdd he, ^^ why is sbe not h&tt ? I h^e nu» 
«yä has befiiUeii her: sad^ »j seniles» I 
beaeeeh you." 

<( My dear, dear brother/' said kk rätei^. 
"and are you really here ? Oh, how have we 
be^ deceived ? What were we sufferit^ on 
yoiur aocoimt ? My dear Marian lejoice with 
me, the lost-one is retumed ; il becxxmesr U9 to 
be thanküil. Mr.Deaccm, you sharod in our 
sorrow» oome and particqrote in our joy." 

The heart of Miss Hargra^e had, duru% 
this interral^ undergone so violent a stnig^k^. 
that it scsemed. awhile sui^eaded« Joy had 
sttoceeded gridf so rapidly aad so poweriully» 
that it was.ahno^ more than her refmed feelinga 
could sustain* Her siloice was eloquence, aod 
the language of her looks " ^poke unutterable 
things^" 

" Your molher," said Mr, Deacon, who 
wifhedto! regulato this ecstoüc scene by dte ad«« 
mixture of something that might recaL them ter 
what wasyet: to be perfonned^ " your mothiav 
xny. dear fettow, ia at preseait much. indiaposed^ 
aod, I fear thesuddeuness of your comij^ magfi 
be too: ntueb^for her, if you break, in < up0n> h^' 
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at once. We were ccmsultiiig hpw we . should 
announce to h^ thc tidings of your dealh : it is 
as necessary that we should be carefiil in ap- 
prising her of your unexpected but welcome 
retum." 

** My death, say you ! What is it you meaij?*' 
^^ This Paragraph," continued Mr. Deacon, 
** will expbdn the mystery.'* 

^^ I was apprehensive," said Eustace, ^^ that 
some evil tidings might reach you, as I 
leäimed, when we landed at Portsmouth, two 
days afler' the date of this paragraph, that it 
was reported our yessel hadbeen. lost. We 
encountered a tremendous storm, but He was 
with US who conttrouls the waves, ^ though they 
rage horribly.' - We experienced the truth of the 
prophet's words,. — ^ when thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee ; and through the 
rivers, they shall not bVerflow thee.' — Deacon, 
my dear firiend, teach me to be thankfiil : re- 
mind me of that beautifiil prayer, ' Give me 
neither.poverty ,nbr riches;: feed me with food 
convenient for me, lest I^be fiill.and deny thee^ 
and say, Who is the Lord ?' Should I ever pre^ 
sume on^ my good fortune, and worldly blessings. 
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SO as to skow any indiffiarence in my rdigmis 
and social duties^ let your ftiendly voice warn 
me firom the daoger, and yoof brotherly band 
draw me back to humility." 

^' Adversity/' said Mr. Deacon, ^ is an evil 
more tolcarable than piosperity; fiir, wbat 
strength cannot accomplish, iDBiniiadon or flat- 
tery often undennines. But a wdl-regulated 
Bund, modelled upon the doctrines of the 
Gospel, and directed by Christian prindpks, will 
be fbund the best proof against trials of either 
temptation. They are in the greatest danger 
of being overcome who are govemed by fedings, 
and swayed by in^ulse; for they are likepersons 
whoenterthe arenaof condntiulairmed, relying 
upon dieir own strength, and die efiect of 
chance. Cleave only to those principles whidi 
hare been the rule of your past life, and submit 
yoursdf to the good providence of God, givmg 
him the glory, and practising the duties enjdned 
by the Gospel. Your gratitude to Heaven wiH 
be evinced by your deportment to your föUow- 
men, and by your own cheeifid and serene con- 
versation. In this, therefbre» persevere as yba 

CG 
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have begim, andiHearen, which has other.Mess- 
ings in störe for ybu» (casting a glance at Miss' 
Hargrave,) viU not cease to be graciöus/* 
- Here a niessage irom Mrs. Eustace, reqneBt^ 
ing the attendanoe of her chughter, intemipted 
them. It was agreed that «be shöuld obey 
the summons, and intimate that Mr.Deäocm 
was below, who was ddegated to announce 
tidings of uneiqpected happiness. This arf aoge- 
ment served a double purpose; for whilst it 
contribüted to prepare Mrs. Eustace £>r the trla] 
of joy which awaited her, it gave the lovers an 
oppbrtunity of mdulging more freely in that 
interchange of endearments, and reciprocity of 
love, which virtue and true affection ever inq>!re. 
. . " My dear mädam," enquired Mr. Deaaxi, 
" . I Jhtope you are better ?* 
. . ^^ I thank you : I have had |t good night, and 
feel much refreshed ; but," contmued she, ad- 
dressing her daughter, ^^ have there been atiy 
letters, my' dear Seiina, from your br^ther to- 
•day?' 

** liiere has been an aceount from him, ,fr^im 
iwhid^ we Jearn, that by tiits time, beyond our 
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aptidipatio&s, he is on bis wa^ to itiakeyqü |^4 
all fais friends happy," she teplied. . ' 

" How truly," said Mjt.Deacdns, "arie the 
Hiercies c^ the Lord- inaoifeäted in his dedÜBgs 
wiäi the chUdren o£ meo ( Like the good Pa- 
triarch of old, you sfaäU agaiu see your son» ^d 
give him your blessiog. He comes to briag 
yp^ comfort, and in due time, wbich msay 
Heftveü loog averty to close your.eyes in peace, 
" j&ven nowy perhaps^ h& is l^ded in England ( 
Even ngw, perhaps, he is travelling hometrard, 
ms^ous toipress you to bis heart, £014 gliad^en 
ypur ag^ eyes ! Even now, he is near ypu, and 
only . waits for the ppportunity to siay^ ^ Qless 
me, also, oh, iny mother !'" 

^^ Heaven grant it!" she exclaimed: .'* to see 
liim will restore me to bealth; and to clasp him 
in my arms will abnost make me young a^in." 

" You soon dhall be restored thöi," said Mr. 
Deacon, ^^ for your son is already come ; and 
here he is to vouch the truth of what I say." 

Eustace himself was there, and Marian at 
bis side. A touching scene ensued, more easily 
to be conceived and feit than described. 

" I have longed for this moment," said tihe 

c c 2 
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dati&l son, the aflectionatö bfether, Aisr emfitanl 
lover, and the stead&st frlend« ^^ Yes, with foiid 
antidpation have I dwell vspm,^ the hoiir qf my 
retum, when Icouldembrace my dearestfiiends, 
and welcome them to shai« ifl^Vsf 4iiBf)pines& ' M^ 
joy oyerflows. — - Absent £röm my home, an^ cmi 
a fiMreign cofust, I counted eacb brar ik daj^ tUl I 
set sfiil for the spot which contains my best of 
eartUy treasmres. Qfi^wlienwiinderii^duöAgli 
plaatatUms of eoolnig grea]^ which fcnn leSteabf- 
ing siiades against the violenceof the sceoroliiii^ 
smi, I hare thoi^t on my nadve harne, and 
fotmd consolation in thus giräig existenee tamy 
reBecüons :— - 

As here in distant lands I roam, 

My thoug^ts unconsdous turn to thee, 

Dear tpot of guüeless infimcy. 

In thoe is every joy on eartb, 

Nune of my nres, land of my birth! 

For thee, my feeling^ ever buuco« , 

Oh, when shall I to thee return? 

Land of the free, my native soü 
Wfaere plenty blesses those who tofl, 
And where Religiott'i lorely Test, 
Ismildest Seen, and honomf^ best. 



^ \ 
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Wlni <lMnigk lA ibeo DO imicb i^«<~ 
Its fronte dark Slaveiy daies not show, 
But Justice bares for aH her swonl. 
And ereiy Peasant ii a Lord. 

My nastive home» mjriMtivie home } 
Soon, soon to thee, niy steps shall come, 
When from my aetive düties free, 
J>ear Spot of-guüetwe infiuK^ I - 

^ Wben an the peaoefbl Sabbath-day, I haye 
viewed labour relax from its tdil, aad davery 
cease from ils burdeo^ I have blessfidtbe wise in- 
stitator of that blessii^ ; and when my ropeäter 
told me it was the hour for my fiunüy at h^ne to 
obey the summons to Divine worship, whieh.has 
called successive generadons to the same hpuse 
of prayer, I have loTed to repeat, dear Maiian, 
your fiivourite lines :— 

I love to hear the vilJage bell ; 
To me its rade and simple knell - 
Discourses of tiiat happier time, 
When honest daty was no crime. 

How many an ear, an eye, a tonguc^ 
Now dosed in death» when this hath nu^ 
Hath listen'dy look'd, and talk'd its praiae, 
laEng^d's lesMivided days. 
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For then it iold» in iK^emn tone» 

Of spme dear friepd or ndghbour gone. 

And spoke a Unguage all confest, 

When gained tbe dead their long, last rast. 

« 

And wedcly, wlien tkß S«faj^atk -cäme/ 
It roufled devQtion'sntidve^aine^ 
Its cheerfol note the hinds.obeyed. 
And none by cav'Iing doabts w'ere swayjed: 

Man was not then so pfotn to chai^, . 
For sudd^n fancies wild and stränge,. 
Nor had he left tliat path to God, 
Wkich his forefathers erst had trod. 

■'' '. j •■- 

Hence de 1 iove thy nmple icndly 
And e'en thy covering, ^age bell. 
And all that speaks of times gone by. 
So fuU of honest piety. 

Oh ! when I feel death's leaden sleep, 
-' When friends around my coffin weep, 
May thy nide, venerable knell 
Waft to my soul its last farewell 1 

*^ Do not think me tedious. My heart dilates 
so much with joy, that I cannot restrain the 
utterance of my thoughts — they must have 
pa^ssage. I am retumed to my comitry, and to 
all that are dear to me. I am thankfui for this 
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blessing, and htimblj cc^ess it iis the Lord's 
doing. To hmi, tlierefore, let us be.gratefiiL 
Henceforw«rd let u* trust ia his macy, since 
we have at all times^ and especially now^ found 
him both graekni«» and si^rdM. To him let us 
oflfer the * yoice öf thanksgiying, with such as 
make holyday*' ^' 

" My dear friends," said Mr. Deacon, " you 
have my most mno«^ and hearty congratula- 
tions. My presence cannot add to your joy. 
In a few days I shall feel happy to repeat my 
visit In the mean time, farewell !" 



Tttfi END. 
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